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=" Blind Freshwater crab /
U Hidden habitat: Sulawesi's flesded cave /
netwerks
Taxenemic tag: Cancrecaeca xenemerpha
Cave ceping: Ne eyes; nearly translucent
bady typical 6f strict cave dwellers.
Foed forage: Small aquatic life and detritus.
Special skill: Pessesses very leng, slender legs,
enhancing 1ts ability te navigate the complex
terrain of the cave system and increasing
its range for foraging foed.

Hidden habitat: Subterranean
freshwater streams and lakes of the
Dinaric Olps (Slevenia, Creatia, Bosnia &

Herzegovina, and Italy)
Taxenemic tag: Proteus anguinus
Cave ceping: Blind since birth, pale celour frem
living in total darkness; enhanced sense of ‘

loptadirus cave bectie
Hidden habitat: Slevenia’s deep, narrew fissures
Taxenemic tag: Leptedirus hechenwartii
Cave coping: Pale, slow-moving, able to squeeze
threugh tight spaces; lsw metabelism suited te
nutrient-peer envirenments.
Fead forage: Grganic material and small cave
invertebrates,
Special skill: Ne internal bedy clock
or daily (circadian) rhythm.

smell and teuch te find feed.
Fead forage: Aquatic invertebrates
Special skill: Ability to survive long
periods without feed due te

Far frem sunlight and the naked eye, extremely slow metabeliam.

exist cave-dwelling creatures that have
evelved in ways that challenge everything
we knew abeut life en Larth. let us
accempany Aarnavi Singh, AlIS VYC 44 '
Lke, XIl B, as she expleres
some oFf the stranger
things that inhabit the

Huntsman spider
Hidden habitat: Deep in the
caverns of Laos

Blind cavefidh

Taxenemic tag: Sinepeda scurien
Cave caping: First known spider species with
2ere eyes; visien lost entirely as a result of
evelution in darkness.
Foed ferage: Likely small invertebrates and
cave insects.

deepest

caverns
areund the glebe.

Hidden habitat: Iselated cave aquifers and sinkheles in
seuthwest Madagascar
Taxenemic tag: Typhlestris mararybe
Cave coping: Ne functional eyes; well-developed lateral line system
19 detect mevement and objects underwater.

”Educatlonal
'3l Feed forage: Small aquatic erganisms typically available in
subterranean waters.
Special skill: Unlike most cavefish gpecies, its bedy
retaing dark pigmentation which petentially
prevides cameuflage.

navigatien due te acutely sensitive hairs Y

on its legs and bedv/\ \)

Special skill: Vibratien-pewered predator %
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