
MEXICO
Phones restricted

Students in primary and secondary 
schools will be barred from using 
mobile phones and tablets from 
November 3, under nationwide rules 
aimed at reducing screen time and 
classroom distractions. The directive 
applies to public schools, with devices 
generally required to remain in students’ 
bags. Exceptions will be allowed for 
medical emergencies and authorised 
academic activities. High schools 
and universities are exempt but are 
encouraged to regulate device use.

INDIA
Another win for Chanu

Amity University Online student and 
Indian weightlifter Mirabai Chanu won 
silver in the women’s 49kg category 
at the Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya, 
Japan, securing her first Asian Games 
medal. Chanu lifted 198kg overall, 
including 87kg in the snatch and 111kg 
in the clean and jerk. Her silver ended 
India’s 28-year wait for an Asian Games 
weightlifting medal, after Karnam 
Malleswari’s silver in 1998. Previously, 
Chanu had narrowly missed a medal at 
the 2023 Asian Games in Hangzhou.

NEW ZEALAND 
Black Robin wins

The black robin, also known as the 
karure, has been named Bird of the 
Year 2026 after receiving 25,610 votes. 
The win highlights an extraordinary 
recovery: by 1980, only five black 
robins remained. Intensive breeding 
programmes helped rebuild the 
population, which now numbers 
about 350 adults on two predator-free 
reserves. However, the shy species 
remains vulnerable because its small 
founding population left it with very low 
genetic diversity.

NETHERLANDS 
A Eurovision comeback 

After backing out from this year’s 
Eurovision, the country is set to return 
to the international music competition 
in 2027. Dutch broadcaster AVROTROS 
boycotted the 2026 leg of the contest, 
alongside four other countries, 
protesting Israel’s participation amid the 
Gaza war. While AVROTROS also refused to return for 2027, the NPO 
public broadcasting system has now stepped in to manage the Dutch 
entry, reversing the nation’s withdrawal.

FRANCE
L’Oréal dethrones LVMH

L’Oréal has 
usurped LVMH, as 
the country’s most 
valuable company, 
with a 234 billion 
USD market value. 
It is the first time since 2017 that a non-
luxury brand has bagged the top spot on 
Paris’ stock exchange. Financial analysts 
point this shift as ‘lipstick effect’ - when 
the economic mood is bleak, it becomes 
easier to sell small treats rather than 
high-end handbags, shoes, and dresses. 
L’Oréal shares have risen 5.65% over the 
past year, while LVMH’s have fallen by an 
estimated 35%.
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Blades to buildings

Retired wind turbine blades 
receive a second life in Europe, 
as their composite construction 
makes them difficult to recycle. In 
Lund, 57 blades from Vattenfall’s 
decommissioned Nørre Økse Sø 
wind farm in Denmark have been 
reused as non-load-bearing walls 
on a car park façade. Vattenfall 
banned landfilling blades from 
its own decommissioned wind 
farms in 2021 and is working 
towards 100% circular outflow 
of turbine composite materials 
by 2030. Old blades have also 
been repurposed as solar-panel 
frames, insulation, and even skis.

USA
AI models made cheaper

Despite recent calls to slow AI 
development, companies have 
launched new cheaper models. 
Released simultaneously, in a shared 
announcement, OpenAI introduced GPT-
6 Sol, for coding and AI agent tasks, 
and GPT-6 Luna, targetting intensive 
work such as extracting information 
and summarising documents. OpenAI 
says Sol and Luna cost 50% less than 
GPT-5.6’s promotional prices. Anthropic 
says Opus 5.5 costs 40% less to run 
than Opus 5.


