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Leela opened the first page of 
her new composition note-
book, ready to dominate 

the world. Fresh paper, no creases, 
no scribbles, just untouched po-
tential. “This year, I am on top of 
it,” she told herself as she pulled 
out her highlighters and began jot-
ting down the neatest notes ever. 
The first week went like a dream. 
She was that girl, the one with co-
lour-coded tabs, tidy handwriting, 
and every assignment finished be-
fore it was to be submitted.
She placed carefully designed and 
cheerful doodles in the corners. 
Her friends looked at her pages 
with admiration and slight jealou-
sy. Leela felt proud of her sense of 

control and balance. Life felt per-
fectly arranged, but then the mid-
terms arrived. Almost overnight, 
her once-perfect notebook began to 
spiral into chaos. The smooth hand-
writing turned hurried and uneven. 
Now there were crowded para-
graphs with half-finished sentences 
and stray equations that seemed to 
crawl across the page. Sticky notes 
covered entire sections of text, 
clinging desperately to the edges. A 
small coffee stain appeared on one 
side of the notebook after a partic-
ularly long revision night. Leela 
sighed at the sight of it, but she 
had no time to start over.
As the weeks passed, the note-
book began to reflect the truth. 
The pages carried the marks of 
sleepless nights and small tri-

umphs. Somewhere between the 
chaos, Leela noticed a quiet kind 
of comfort. The once-perfect note-
book now told the story of her try-
ing, learning, and pushing through. 
By the time final exams arrived, the 
notebook was a patchwork of scrib-
bles and bent corners. Still, Leela 
kept it close. When the final bell 
rang at the end of term, she turned 
the last page and smiled. The book 
had become a record of her hard 
work and persistencepersistence..
Afternoon warmth greeted her out-
side. Later, at the pool, she dived 
in to allow the cool relief of water 
wash over her. Floating on her back, 
with the sun glimmering above, she 
thought about her notebook. It was 
imperfect, but it was hers. And that, 
she realised, was enough.G T
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but then the midterms ar-
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A new word: Persistence
Meaning: Continued effort

So, what did you learn today?

Ingredients

Khakhra (medium size)...............................................................1 
Chopped onion..................................................................1/2 cup
Chopped tomatoes.............................................................1/2 cup
Chopped cucumber...........................................................1/4 cup
Pomegranate.......................................................................... 4 tsp
Chaat masala....................................................................... ¼ tsp
Lemon juice......................................................................... ½ tsp
Green coriander............................................................To garnish
Bhujia.................................................................................... 1 tsp
Sweet corn............................................................................. 1 tsp
Roasted peanuts.................................................................... 1 tsp
Grated cheese ..............................................................To garnish
 

Procedure
nBreak the khakhra into small pieces in a plate.
nAdd chopped onion, tomatoes, cucumber, and pomegranate.
nSprinkle chaat masala over the khakhra and veggies.
nSqueeze and add lemon juice according to taste.
nGarnish it with freshly chopped coriander and grated cheese.
nAdd bhujia and roasted peanuts to enhance the taste.
nHealthy khakhra chaat is ready to serve.
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Q.1 Name the town featured in the short 
story on page 8. 

Q.4 Which Maharani, as mentioned on 
page 7, escaped to Nepal in 1849?

Q.2 Which nut has been dubbed as the 
‘Green gold’?

Q.5 Who has drawn the illustration for 
the short story on page 9?

Q.3 What is the name of the AI-powered 
agricultural drone designed by Akul 
Gupta of AIS PV?

Q.6 Which Youth Power team conducted 
the panel discussion on page 10?

Result of Read Play & Win: Vivaan Sharma, AIS Noida, IV L; 
Tanush Mittal, AIS Gurugram 46, V E;
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