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On July 5, India lost its glit-
tering gem of art, Teejan 
Bai, the proponent of Pan-

davani, an oral folk storytelling tra-
dition of Chhattisgarh. Wielding her 
signature tamboora, she brought the 
Mahabharata to life with a powerful 
voice and fierce expressions. Born 
into the Pardhi tribal community in 
Ganiyari village, she shattered patri-
archal norms by choosing the ener-
getic, standing Kapalik performance 
style of Pandvani over the tradition-
al, seated Vedamati style reserved 
for women. She took the art form to 
countries as far as England, France, 
Switzerland, Germany, Turkiye, Tu-
nisia, Cyprus, Romania, and Mauri-
tius. Her cultural impact earned her 
the Padma Shri, the Padma Bhushan, 
and the Padma Vibhushan, India’s 
second-highest civilian honour. 
With her, gone is the girl who broke 
every tradition to pursue her passion; 
the woman who attained literacy at 

the age of 36, years after enchanting 
audiences across the globe with her 
voice; the artist who pursued and pol-
ished her craft every day simply for 
the love of it. Her mastery transcend-
ed the limits of any award, transform-
ing her into a living legend whose art 
spoke a universal language.
I saw her for the first time at the 
tender age of 12 during a SPIC MA-
CAY Virasat Series programme at 
my school, and was immediately en-
chanted by her towering persona, her 
colourful tamboora, and the asser-
tive humility in her voice.  Her style 
of narration brought every scene of 
the Mahabharata alive before our 
eyes. I recall one dialogue particular-
ly standing out: Aur gadadhari Bhim 
ekdum sain fain, sain fain bhaagey 
Dharamraj Yudhishtir ko bachaane.
The way she narrated sain fain, sain 
fain not only had us children in splits, 
but also made us feel as though Bhim 
himself was running across the stage. 
We simply wanted to keep listening 
to her stories the whole day, every 

day. From that first meeting in school 
to the many performances I attended 
and the occasions on which I met her, 
her simplicity, innocence, resilience, 
and love for life and art always left 
me inspired and awestruck. Such an 
internationally renowned personali-
ty, yet so deeply and profoundly con-
nected to her roots. 
Today, as I pen this tribute, the heart 
feels heavy, and the mind goes back 
to imagining that day in 1969 when, 
in the remote Chattisgarh village of 
Chandrakhuri, a girl recited the tales 
of Mahabharata and the time wrote 
the script of the story of the leg-
end Teejan Bai. That day, Draupadi 
and Krishna must have smiled and 
cheered aloud for the brave teenager 
who unknowingly became a symbol 
of women’s empowerment, adult 
literacy, and the revival of a dying 
folk art form, all at once. Today, the 
village of Ganiyari must be missing 
its rebel child, Teejan, because it was 
she who put both Pandavani and 
Ganiyari on the globe. G T

The folktale of a rebel

An O de To The Artiste W ho Put G aniy ari O n The G l ob e

Summer vacations have always been a 
time to pause, discover and create new 
memories. They offer children the free-
dom to explore new interests, build friend-
ships, and learn beyond the classroom. 
Today, however, childhood is evolving. 
With shrinking outdoor spaces, rising 
temperatures, nuclear families, and an 
increasing dependence on digital de-
vices, meaningful holiday engagement 
has become more important than ever.

At Amity, we transformed this challenge into an opportu-
nity through thoughtfully designed summer programmes 
that encourage children to learn, create, compete, and grow. 
The Global Times – Making a Newspaper Workshop intro-
duced aspiring journalists to the excitement of a real news-
room, while the Amity Sports Foundation Summer Camp 
promoted fitness, teamwork, and sportsmanship through 
activities such as swimming, archery, chess, and more.
Making learning a holistic experience this summer was the Japa-
nese Cultural Immersion Camp. Organised by AERC in  collab-
oration with the Japan Foundation, the camp offered students a 
fascinating introduction to Japanese language, traditions, and cul-
ture, fostering greater global awareness. Meanwhile, the Amity 
Institute for Competitive Examinations (AICE) brought together 
young minds from across India and around the world through its 
residential Amity National Camp for Mathematics and the Ami-
ty International Olympiads. Blending academic rigour with col-
laboration, these programmes nurtured scientific temperament, 
critical thinking and strengthened mathematical skills. At Amity, 
summer is more than a break from school. It is a season of explo-
ration, where every experience has the power to inspire curiosity, 
nurture talent, and shape tomorrow’s leaders.G T

We recently observed World Popula-
tion Day on July 11 with discussions, 
debates, awareness campaigns, and cre-
ative competitions, all centred around a 
pressing question - How much can our 
planet truly sustain? As Mahatma Gandhi 
wisely said, “Earth has enough for every-
one’s needs, but not everyone’s greed.” 
This is why the concept of population 
and demographics must be taught in our 
classrooms. Population refers to the total 

number of living beings in a specific area, while demographics 
examine the characteristics within that population, such as age, 
income, education, and location. Young people are a powerful 
force for innovation, creativity, and national progress. It is, 
therefore, essential that they understand these concepts from an 
early age. Learning about population and demographics helps 
children understand their community, nation, and the world 
through the lens of people and resources. It nurtures critical 
thinking, empathy, inclusion, and informed decision-making by 
encouraging them to interpret data, recognise social patterns, 
and appreciate cultural diversity. They learn to look beyond 
headlines and analyse real trends such as ageing, migration, 
and urbanisation. India, with one of the world’s youngest pop-
ulations, possesses an extraordinary demographic advantage. 
When our children understand its significance and its impact on 
the education system, the economy, and the quality of life, they 
will be better equipped to transform this advantage into mean-
ingful progress and help realise our Founder President’s vision 
of India as a true knowledge superpower.G T

Summer spark
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Sound of eternal emotions
Synopsis: Jeff Buckley’s ‘Grace’ isn’t 
merely an album but an emotional 
masterpiece that captures the 
raw beauty of love, loss, and 
longing. Released in 1994, 
this debut album quickly 
established Buckley as a 
musical genius whose voice 
could effortlessly move 
between haunting whispers 
and soaring highs. Every 
track carries an emotional 
depth that makes the listener 
pause, reflect, and feel. The 
central theme of ‘Grace’ revolves 
around accepting mortality and loss 
without fear. Inspired by Buckley’s own 
experience with heartbreak, the album 
weaves a narrative about how love can 
give us the courage to embrace pain and 
find meaning in it. His voice, infused 
with vulnerability and power, carries 

this message delicately yet intensely, 
each song resonating with a sense of 
spiritual surrender. 

Why is it worth listening: What 
makes ‘Grace’ truly amazing is that the 
album doesn’t hide behind perfection; 

it bleeds emotion, passion, and 
humanity. The instrumentation 

blends elements of psychedelic 
rock and jazz, giving the album 
a unique sound that feels 
timeless. Whether it’s the 
melancholic beauty of ‘Grace’ 
or the soul-stirring tenderness 

of ‘Last Goodbye’ or Buckley’s 
signature song ‘Hallelujah’, his 

compositions invite listeners into 
the emotional world. For anyone 

seeking music that touches the soul 
and makes you feel deeply, ‘Grace’ is 
a journey worth taking. 
My favourite song: Last Goodbye
Rating: 
Review by: Ayurva Pratap, AIS 
VKC Lucknow, XI A

Name of the Album: Grace | Artist: Jeff Buckley
Released on: August 23, 1994| Genre: Psychedelic Rock & Jazz
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Got some clicks with GT while on the go? Get them fea-
tured! Send them to us at gttravels@globaltimes.in

• Explorer : Atharva Gupta, AIS Noida, II K
• Location : The Shore Temple, Mahabalipuram
• Attraction : A UNESCO World Heritage site, the granite 
temple built by the Pallava dynasty in the 8th century features 
a rear dual shrine dedicated to both Lord Shiva and Vishnu. 

The homework thriller
Avika Pandey, AIS Saket, XI F

The stage is set, sirens are blaring, and 
crisis mode has been initiated. Your 
main character energy is through the 

roof as you turn to find the most precious 
item of all – a missing assignment.

10:00 pm: The first brick
It starts like all great mysteries do - while 
packing your bag. Suddenly, a notification 
pings in the class group: “Don’t forget 
to submit your assignment before 11:59 
PM.” Suddenly, it dawns on you like a 
slow-motion movie scene. The Algebra 
assignment. The deadline. The task you 
completed… but never submitted. The 
assignment that’s in your bag. Right? Your 
eyes dart over crumpled notes, worksheets, 
and textbooks, but no sign of that sacred 
paper. Heart rate spikes. Time slows down. 
You mentally replay every life choice 
since eighth grade. Background score: 
intense thriller music. Mission codename: 
Operation - Find assignment.

10:30 pm: The search
Your sibling’s advice echoes: “When 
in doubt, look everywhere.” So, 
everywhere you look.
Under the bed: nope. In the fridge: 
don’t ask. Laundry basket: because who 

knows, right? Status update: Assignment 
– Missing in Action. In desperation, you 
summon your last resort, ChatGPT. If it 
can draft essays and decode your existential 
crisis, surely it can locate your 
lost assignment. Except, your 
AI partner-in-crime turns out 
to be about as helpful as a 
rom-com protagonist in 
denial. “Step one: Check 
your backpack.” Gee, 
thanks, Sherlock. 
Next suspect: the 
sock drawer.

11:00 pm: The plot twist
Mom’s yelling, you’re crying, and the Wi-
Fi’s gone on strike. You’ve found everything 
except the assignment. Your fifth-grade 

story? Check. Half-finished holiday 
homework? Check. A diary titled 
‘How to overthrow the Mean Girl’? 
Tempting, but not relevant. “How 
can you lose an assignment?” your 
mom asks for the tenth time. You 
deploy your best puppy eyes of 

pity. Spoiler: Ineffective. “Get 
me your bag.” And there it is, 

the beginning of Operation 
Mom Raid. Unlike TV 

moms (looking at you, Georgia), yours 
is less ‘cool detective’ and more ‘truth-
extracting FBI agent’.

11:45 pm: Invasion
Like a scene from CIA: Bag Edition, your 
mom rifles through your bag with terrifying 
precision. Half-eaten almonds and ancient 
worksheets make cameo appearances. 
Naturally, she pauses mid-investigation 
to deliver vintage wisdom, because who 
doesn’t need life advice from someone who 
once downloaded pirated ringtones on a flip 
phone from shady websites? Then suddenly 
while going through the remnants of the bag, 
she freezes. Triumph flashes across her face. 
“Is this your assignment?” she exclaims, her 
eyes bright with a flicker of hope.

11:58 pm: The final countdown
Victory! (Technically mom’s) You clutch 
the slightly crumpled yet miraculously 
intact paper like it’s the Holy Grail. One 
final boss remains: the Wi-Fi. You hold 
your laptop aloft like Simba from The Lion 
King, praying to the internet gods. The 
upload bar crawls, taunting you, inch by 
inch. 11:58… 11:59… Submit. The screen 
flashes - Upload Complete. Assignment: 
submitted. Sanity: restored. You collapse 
into bed, eyes red but spirit victorious. 
Mission accomplished.G T

Last Minute Panic And The Frantic Search For The Forgotten Assignment

Jeff Buckley’s ‘Grace’ isn’t 
merely an album but an emotional 
masterpiece that captures the 
raw beauty of love, loss, and 
longing. Released in 1994, 

pause, reflect, and feel. The 
central theme of ‘Grace’ revolves 
around accepting mortality and loss 
without fear. Inspired by Buckley’s own 
experience with heartbreak, the album 

Why is it worth listening:
makes ‘Grace’ truly amazing is that the 
album doesn’t hide behind perfection; 

it bleeds emotion, passion, and 
humanity. The instrumentation 

blends elements of psychedelic 

signature song ‘Hallelujah’, his 
compositions invite listeners into 

the emotional world. For anyone 
seeking music that touches the soul 
and makes you feel deeply, ‘Grace’ is 
a journey worth taking. 

Dear Editor, 
This is in reference to the article 
‘The homework thriller’ on 
page 12 of the GT edition dated 
July 6, 2026. Surely, every student 
faces the tyranny of the forgotten 
assignment once or twice in their 
lives. This is, if they haven’t 
learnt their lesson the first time 
it happened. The piece perfectly 
captured the chaotic reality of 
a student’s life, transforming 
a mundane, last-minute panic 
into a high-stakes adventure. 
The timeline format added an 
intense cinematic flair that kept 

me hooked, while the relatable 
shoutouts to unhelpful AI tools 
and an ‘FBI agent’ mom brought a 
wave of humour. The roller coaster 
of emotions in the article felt like 
a ride that I would love to enjoy 
again and again. It is comforting to 
know that every student shares this 
exact frantic energy before any 
11:59 PM deadline. 

 Anoushka Arya 
AIS Vasundhara 1, XI A
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