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Sanjay Srivastava On Strategic Solutions For A Sustainable Tomorrow

anjay Srivastava is a highly
S accomplished environmen-

talist with over 33 years of
experience in managing environ-
mental and social risks, while ad-
vancing nature-based solutions to
address global sustainability chal-
lenges. Currently based in Vienna
with the World Bank, he plays a
key role in shaping strategies that
align scientific insight with policy
action. In an exclusive interaction
with GT reporters, Sanjay Srivas-
tava highlights multidisciplinary
approaches to tackle the most
pressing environmental issues.

Striking a balance
I have always espoused the ‘triple
bottom line’ approach, where eco-
nomic progress is intertwined
with social inclusion and environ-
mental protection. This balance is
essential for long-term sustain-
ability and to ensure that devel-
opment benefits are equitably
distributed across generations. Let
me tell you about a project we did
in Zambia, the world’s second
largest producer of copper. The
mining activities had caused high
levels of lead in children’s blood,

which may cause learning disabil-
ities and harm their future. So, we
collaborated with a doctor from
Germany and set up camps to treat
the affected children. To mitigate
the impact of industrial activities,
we must always consider public
health and environmental degra-
dation issues.

Saving water is a must
In Delhi, a major issue we are
trying to work with is water scar-
city. Almost 60% of water is dis-
placed or contaminated before it
reaches users. Similarly, in Kar-
nataka, 80% of the water supply
was getting wasted as the supply
network was almost a 100 years
old. While these problems can be
solved by government initiatives,
citizens must also contribute by
making changes in their daily
lives. Each one of us should aim
to conserve water.

Plastic is a menace
Plastic pollution is another press-
ing environmental crisis we con-
tinue to face, despite all the laws.
You must be aware that 12 million
tonnes of plastic goes into the
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oceans every year, and only 9% is
recycled. Plastic pollution is a re-
source consumption issue, so I
urge you to rely on scientific so-
lutions, rather than emotional re-
actions. It’s important for us to
bring systemic changes in produc-
tion and consumption of plastics
and recycle wherever possible.

Pride in our forests
Did you know that as per Indian
law, if you cut one tree, you must
plant two? We have stringent laws
that require compensation to the
government for any deforestation
that happens due to development.
We must take pride in our forests,
as they are important for biodiver-
sity. Nearly 70% of wildlife has
been lost to us since 1970 due to
deforestation. The key is to raise
awareness that forests and bio-

diversity are essential to food se-
curity. But, there has been a shift.
When I pursued environmental
engineering, nobody understood
what it was about. Now environ-
mental conservation is a global
agenda.

Message for Amitians
Trust  yourself.  Think
globally, and use the knowl-
edge and resources available
from all over the
world, and learn to
innovate locally.
Use your

knowledge of Al and other ad-
vanced tools to create sustainable
solutions, and set examples for
others to follow.
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Glohal innovation talks at Amity

Amity and Durr Group Partner to Enhance Research And Industry Training

ATPC | AUUP

ostering global industry-academia
F collaboration, Amity University,

Uttar Pradesh, welcomed a high-level
delegation from the Diirr Group, Poland, on
March 11, 2025. The corporate group is re-
nowned for its leadership in automation, en-
vironmental technology, and sustainable
manufacturing solutions.
The delegation, led by André Schlotter,
managing director and CFO, Diirr Group,
engaged in strategic discussions aimed at en-
hancing research, internships and place-
ments, and industry-driven training
programmes. The group’s strong foothold in
European markets, along with its growing
presence in India and China, positions it at
the forefront of technological innovation.
The visit underscored Amity’s commitment
to expanding its global footprint and provid-

Diirr Group delega

ing career opportunities worldwide. Prof
(Dr) Balvinder Shukla, vice chancellor,
AUUP, welcomed the delegation and high-
lighted how Amity integrates international
exposure with the Indian value system, pre-
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paring graduates to succeed in a global job
market while remaining grounded.

In their discussions with Amity’s heads of
institutions, Diirr’s delegation focused on
Amity’s diverse academic offerings, inter-

disciplinary research excellence, and robust
placement opportunities. It also toured state-
of-the-art research facilities, including the
Amity Centre of Artificial Intelligence
(ACAI) and Amity Drone Centre (ADC). Dr
Anjani Kumar Bhatnagar, head, Amity
Technical Placement Centre (ATPC), facili-
tated the discussions. Anil Sharma, senior
manager, ATPC, too, played a key role in
setting the stage for the collaboration.

In fact, the visit also marked the homecom-
ing of one of Amity University’s distin-
guished alumni: Priyank Kaushik (B.Tech,
Class of 2010), who is serving as a director
of IT operations at Diirr Group. A warm and
engaging interaction between Amity offi-
cials and Priyank Kaushik made the event
more special.

The event concluded with a ceremony hon-
ouring the delegation for their commitment
to foster international collaboration.Gll



