
Self-taught artist
I don’t follow any trends or

school of thought because I am

a self-taught artist. I paint from

my own instinct and what

inspires and influences me. To

enhance my works, I use

textual elements and relevant

historical moments and then

use them as reference in my

works. In my ongoing show,

the portraits of the legends are

not merely renditions of

faces, they capture an entire

personality. For instance, the

idea of Jai Jawan Jai Kisan

that Lal Bahadur Shastri

espoused has stayed with

me since my childhood

and I have used that

slogan as part of his

portrait.

Portraits of legends
This exhibition of portraits of

some extraordinary people, who

are no more with us, is my way of

paying tribute to them. While

greatness is certainly no exclu-

sive preserve of our civilization –

as Rabindranath Tagore thought,

one should ‘glory in the light of

the lamp lit anywhere’ - I have

chosen to portray only Indians

for the time being. For me, its 

recovery of faith in humanity - at

a time when our moral, spiritual,

cultural and social values are rap-

idly shrinking.

Gandhi, our hero
While I have tried to highlight

stories of many leaders and

prominent people who in their

own way have put India on the

global map, I have painted 

Father of the Nation more than

once. This is because I feel it is

important to reinforce his memo-

ries in today’s time. His values

and opinions and how he propa-

gated peace, love and compas-

sion is important to recollect. I

have painted him with Jawaharlal

Nehru, but I really like my work,

Salt March because this particular

event gave a momentum to the

freedom movement.

Creative outlet
I think humans, great or

otherwise, are invariably riddled

with imperfections, I believe that

it should not hold us back from

celebrating the lives of those who

through their sacrifice and hard

work have left the world richer

than before. I am just a means to

highlight their stories and I am

using art to do that.

(The exhibition is on at the Visual
Arts Gallery until October 5) G  T

I
n her solo exhibition titled ‘Immortals’,

artist Rita Jhunjhunwala has painted

legendary Indian figures like Mahatma

Gandhi and JRD Tata. She tells GT

Network why it is important to reinforce

their memories and celebrate their greatness. 
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“Evil is evil. Let us accept that
terrorism is an existentialist
danger to humankind. It is
spreading like fire. There is
absolutely no justification for
this barbaric violence.”

Sushma Swaraj

External Affairs Minister

In Quotes

INSIDE

An ode to the legends

Five artistic strokes

1. Ultimate art work:
Brahmacharis by Amrita Sher-Gil
2.  An artist you would like to work
with: A. Ramchandran
3. Favourite art subject you like to
paint: The 5 Elements of Nature
4. The best compliment received:
When someone recently saw my
works and was so moved that she
had tears in her eyes.
5. Definition of paintings in one
line: Ability to put your soul on
canvas.

Artist Rita Jhunjhunwala

Artwork on Salt March

THE DRY STATE
Many years ago, I had started my cam-

paign against the consumption of liquor

and substance abuse in any form. I had al-

ways felt that the desire for liquor makes

us depended on it. Alas! Nothing much has

changed over all these years, as I see that

many bars have mushroomed across the

cities. With a heavy heart as I headed to-

wards my home state, Gujarat, I am de-

lighted to find that it is a dry state. And,

here people tell me many states like Bihar

too are following its footsteps. What a de-

light it is to see that people are trying to

get rid of this deadly dependence.

Slavery to substance is the surest way to
hand over our freedom to opponents.
One must remain independent to enjoy
their freedom completely. 

THE MG ROAD
It is a pleasant surprise to know that many

states in India have a road named after me.

I couldn’t contain my happiness when I re-

alised that I wasn’t the only one. Many pi-

oneers and leaders too were honoured by

naming a road after them. But then, it

strikes me: Road naming or renaming is

not the ultimate way to pay ode to a leader.

The immediate need is to build new roads

so as to connect people and repair old pot

holes to safeguard against accidents. Then

why do they take decades to address them

but the name of a road is changed within a

few weeks only?

The focus should be on development,
everything else can wait.

SWADESHI KHADI
Seeing everyone around me in western at-

tires came as a disappointment. People

seem to have forgotten the Swadeshi

movement I started when I urged them to

promote khadi and support indigenous

crafts. But then, I am told that the nation

hasn’t taken away its focus from Indian

culture and clothing. Efforts are being

made by designers, government and local

artisans to promote khadi and sarees too.

Local weavers and craftsmen are getting

multiple platforms and India is being cel-

ebrated everywhere.

Progress means to preserve our own cul-
tural heritage and create a balance be-
tween east and west. 

FACE ON THE NOTE
I was against corruption and I still am. So,

when I see my happy, smiling face on the

Indian currency, my heart sinks because I

feel that by printing my face on the note

you have made me an instrument in cor-

ruption, which is so much prevalent in the

country. This is not what I really wanted.

But since you have decided to give your-

self another chance and discarded all the

old notes in the demonitisation drive, I

hope my new avatar refrains you from

coming back to the corruption cycle. Its

time to wash away all your sins and start

an honest journey.

Corruption is a disgrace to the nation as
it blinds its people from differentiating
between the right and the wrong.

I am happy to be back because the con-

tours of India have changed and so have

its people. We have made great strides in

fields like art, culture, science and tech-

nology, but you all should pause for a mo-

ment and think, is this the India we all

freedom fighters really fought for?G  T

I
t’s been 69 years since India lost one of its biggest icons and the Father of the
Nation — Mahatma Gandhi, but what if he comes back? Would he be
disappointed with corruption so prevalent in our society or elated with the

progress India has made? In a quest to find this, Megha Jha, BJMC, ASCO, AU
Mumbai, reimagines a scenario where Gandhiji roams in modern India.

If Bapu comes back to life…

Imaging: Ravinder Gusain, GT Network
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Since 1789, France has changed
its form of government nine times.
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Education & Enhancement

Over 80 million visitors visit France
every year and this makes it the
most visited country in the world.

Amity Institute
for Competitive 

Examinations

Presents

FOR CLASS VI-VIII

Brainleaks-220

Ans. Brainleaks 219: (b)

Name:........................................

Class:........................................

School:.....................................

correct entries win 
attractive prizes

Last Date: 

OCT 6, 2017 3

Who is appointed as the

new Chief Justice of

India?

(a) Dipak Mishra

(b) Raj Kumar

(c) Rajiv Kumar

(d) Ram Nath Kovind

Winners for Brainleaks 219

1. Maanit Singh, VII-AFYCP, AIS PV
2. Lavay Arora, VII-AFYCP, AIS PV

ACGJCR

Aayu Raghuvanshi & Ankita

ALS Noida

T
en students from Amity

Law School, AUUP along

with Harshita Singh, Fac-

ulty Co Convener attended a

workshop on Twitter titled

‘Tweesurfing’ conducted by Cen-

tre for Social Research, India.

The workshop was organised

under the aegis of Amity Centre

for Child Rights and Gender Jus-

tice (ACGJCR) on September 12,

2017. The students were educated

on how to use Twitter while keep-

ing the safety measures in mind.

The do’s and don’ts while using

Twitter and how it has gained

momentum as a political platform

to express one’s views. 

The experts from CSR engaged

students in an activity where they

were given a plain sheet of paper

with a boundary and were asked

to draw anything on that sheet.

Once the activity was over, the

experts from CSR displayed it on

a table and asked the students to

infer common thing in all the

sheets. And it was concluded that

since childhood, humans are

made to live in boundaries.

In another activity, the students

were divided into groups and

were asked to design a campaign

on the theme ‘Policy of Twitter’.

Each group had to present the de-

signed campaign and convince

the audience to join them. Some

of the campaigns designed by

students were: ‘It’s okay to talk’

focussing on the power to talk

and ‘Private means private’ em-

phasising on the importance of

keeping things private.

A review on the designed cam-

paigns mentioning the flaws was

given by the experts. Also, sug-

gestions on how to improve ways

were shared. CSR Head, Ranjana

Kumari shared her expert advice

on handling a platform like Twit-

ter during the event. The work-

shop gave great opportunity to

the students to learn new aspects

of social media and platforms

like Twitter.

(With inputs from Ekta Gupta,
Faculty, ALSN)

G  T

Job for the gab
Most of us hate or have a fear of speaking in front of a crowd. But

it can be one of your strongest skills on several career fronts

Learning Twitter

Celebrating excellence

A workshop to educate various

techniques to use social media

AIE & AIBS

T
o celebrate International

Peace, students at Amity

University participated

in week long celebrations from

September 14 - 21, 2017, with

the objective of spreading the

message of peace, respect, love

and safety for everyone across

the globe. 

Amity Institute of Education

(AIE) and Amity Institute of

Behavioural Science (AIBS)

together organised a guest lec-

ture on the theme of ‘Education

for Peace and Conflict Resolu-

tion by Prof.(Dr.) Kaushikee

from Nelson Mandela Centre of

Peace and Conflict Resolution,

Jamia Millia Islamia ’. 

Prof Dr Alka Muddgal, Head,

Amity Institute of Education

welcomed the guest speaker,

who began her session by ex-

plaining the key concepts of

peace, conflict and importance

of education.She also empha-

sised on the distinguishing ele-

ments between peace education

and education for peace. 

She stressed upon the need for

understanding the positive as-

pects of peace, universal rights

and core values. Further, she

expressed thoughts on the cul-

ture of conflict and how it leads

to cognitive dissonance and

how one can resolve conflict

with the pedagogy of peace.

The session concluded with an

open house discussion and de-

liberations on the topic.

Curtains came down to the glit-

tering event with a vote of

thanks proposed by Dr Harish

Kumar Tyagi, Officiating Head,

Amity Institute of Behavioural

and Allied Sciences.

Courtesy: Amity Media Cell

Education
for peace

Prof (Dr) Kaushikee (centre) felicitated with a memento
‘Tweesurfing’ workshop in progress

Sanya Kanwar, AIS PV, X

T
he fear of public speaking

is ranked as one of the

highest fears, even more

than death. This may sound ab-

surd, but it is a reality. 

Public speaking is an art and

people with good oratory skills

can do wonders with it. There is

a huge canvas of options to ex-

plore unlike just ending up

being a lawyer as perceived by

most. If you possess good ora-

tory skills and love the limelight

or enjoy the adrenaline rush

when addressing a large gather-

ing, then here is a list of career

options to choose from...

News Anchor
Become a TV/radio news an-

nouncer and speak endlessly on

any topic of your choice ranging

from entertainment, news, to

sports. You can even interview

celebrities and ask them ques-

tions related to their subjects.. 

Emcee/DJ’s
You may even act as masters of

ceremonies (emcees) or disc

jockeys (DJs) at weddings, par-

ties or clubs. Your commanding

oratory skills will not only en-

tertain the audience but also

fetch more business for the com-

pany you work.

Politician
Being a politician means that

you are constantly living with

people, trying to build a connect

with them, understand their

needs and solutions. This  con-

nect starts from the very first

campaign speech and ends only

with the last address on legisla-

tion. You will have to use your

persuasive skills to bring the

change you want to see in the

world. So, go and be the change,

become a politician.

Motivational Speaker
Ever experienced the blues?

When nothing seems to make

you feel better, a motivational

speech or motivational words

can make all the difference.

And, if you would have noticed

then apart from inspirational

leaders, motivational speakers

do the trick. So, all you need is

to have good oratory skills. All

that a good orator has to do is to

use his voice, energy and

charisma, to inspire people to

alter their lives—whether by

finding love, finishing their

novel or simply transforming

their outlook. In this role, he or

she is the master of the people,

such that  every person  in the

group feels that the address is

for them only.

Youtuber or RJ
You can also become a Youtuber

and attract people with your ex-

cellent communication skills. If

you can also tell interesting sto-

ries through your videos, then

voila! And, what is more, is that

if you have a baritone and love

talking then you can also be a

radio jockey. You can tell your

listeners about anything and

everything — weather, traffic,

films or any civic issue. You have

got the power. 

Health Educator
Another option would be to be-

come a health educator and

teach people about behaviours

that promote wellness. They de-

velop and implement strategies

to improve the health of individ-

uals and communities. Commu-

nity health workers collect data

and discuss health concerns

with members of specific popu-

lations or communities.

Professor
How about becoming a profes-

sor and enjoy the privileges of

public speaking to a young au-

dience. But be warned, as this

might be one of the tougher gigs

on the list. In this, you not only

write and produce most of your

own material, but you also work

for a tricky audience. Note:

Your words must engage even

the sleepiest college freshman.

Training Specialist
You could become a training

and development specialist in

any corporate house.  Herein

you need to use your public

speaking skills to help plan, con-

duct and administer programs

that train employees, enhance

their skills and knowledge

within the organisation. 

A guest lecture organised to

spread the message of peace

Journey of seven glorious years

towards remarkable feat

Send your answers to The Global Times, 
E-26, Defence Colony, New Delhi - 24  or e-mail

your answer at  brainleaks@theglobaltimes.in

Amity University Gwalior

O
n September 19, 2017,

Amity University,

Gwalior completed

seven glorious years in its aca-

demic journey towards achieving

excellence. The event witnessed

the presence of the chief guest,

Prof (Dr) Sunil Saran, Hon Chan-

cellor of the University; Prof (Dr)

J Girish, Vice President, Amity

Education Group and Nishant

Gupta, GM (Training), Reliance

Dhirubhai Ambani Group, Saran

Mega Power Plant.

The anniversary issue of “The

Amitian”, the monthly newslet-

ter of AUMP was also released.

Following it, a show reel about

the activities conducted by the

University and a cultural pro-

gramme prepared by students of

ASCO was showcased. Various

projects compiled by the students

were also presented. Prof (Dr)

Sunil Saran, Chancellor ad-

dressed the gathering. The event

concluded with a press confer-

ence and an interactive session

with the faculty members 

Certificates were also issued to

scholarship winners, meritorious

students and to the winners of

‘Swachhta Pakhwada’ and essay

writing competitions. G  T

Cultural dance performance by the students on the occasion

Release of the newsletter ‘The Amitian’ during the ceremony 
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Dusshera Special

The word France originated
from a Latin word ‘Francia’
meaning country of the Franks.

La France

Aranya Kanda

What is the story? This kanda

explores life in exile for Rama,

Sita and Lakshmana. While in

Panchavati forest, Lakshmana

meets Surpanakha (Ravana’s

sister) who entices Rama to

marry her. Things get ugly

as Surpanakha tries  to

kill Sita and Lakshmana

retaliates by cutting Sur-

panakha’s nose and ears.

To avenge his sister’s insult,

Ravana pledges to destroy

Rama by abducting Sita. Know-

ing Ravana’s intentions Laksh-

mana draws ‘Lakshman rekha’

outside their hut in order to pro-

tect Sita. The ‘rekha’ ensured

that no one could come in, but

Sita could exit whenever she

wanted. Disguised as a sage in

need of food, Ravana connives

and convinces Sita to step out-

side the ‘rekha’. And as she

does so, he forcibly takes her to

Lanka. On the way, Jatayu, a

vulture tries to rescue Sita but

gets wounded. In Lanka, Sita is

prisoned in Ashoka Vatika under

guard of ‘rakshasis’. As Rama

and Lakshamana learn

about the abduction,

they set off  to Sugriva

and Hanuman for help.

One who changed the

story: Surpanakha takes this

epic forward, for had it not been

for her, Ravana would have not

kidnapped Sita. 

What we learnt from the

story: ‘Lakshman Rekha’, a re-

striction imposed on Sita was

for her own good. You may be

tempted to step over the limits

set for you, but it might have

its own consequences. 

A
s the festival of Dusshera draws to a close, it leaves us with lessons of triumph of the good over evil. The days preceding this
festival are a run-up to this moral inscribed in us through the narration of the most revered epic in Hindu mythology -
Ramayana. Mehul Sehgal & Sanjna Saxena, AIS Vas 1, IX D, bring you the seven chapters of this epic tale. 

The story of

Bal Kanda
What is the story? This epic saga

begins with Valmiki questioning

Narada if there was any virtuous

man on Earth, to which Narada

replies ‘Lord Rama’. Narada nar-

rates the tale, retracing Lord

Rama’s birth to the King of Ayod-

hya, Dasharatha. The

king is married to three

queens-Kausalya, Kautilya and

Sumitra, and yet he remained

childless. Even though he per-

formes several austerities to be

blessed with a child, his efforts go

in vain. It is only after the king per-

forms ‘putrakameshti yagya’ that

he is blessed with not one but four

children. Rama is born to

Kausalya, Bharata to Kaikeyi, and

Lakshmana and Shatrughna were

born to Sumitra. The charge of

training all the young princes is

given to Rishi Vasistha, who

teaches them everything from

scriptures to various art forms to

combat warfare. Rama, Laksh-

mana, Bharata and Shatrughna

are married to Sita, Urmila,

Mandavi and Shrutakirti respec-

tively.

One who created the story: The

story my friend has just begun,

with Dasharatha beginning the

scripting of this epic tale. 

What we learnt from the story:

Childhood is the best time of life

where one learns life skills.

Ayodhya Kanda

What is the story? Dasharatha

anoints Lord Rama as King of Ayo-

dhya. Things change when Kaikeyi,

taken over by jealousy demands that

her son Bharata be the king instead of

Rama. Influenced by her maidservant Man-

thra, she puts her foot down. Dashratha who

loves Rama dearly rejects the queen’s de-

mand. It is then that Kaikeyi reminds him that

the king had promised to grant her two

wishes in lieu of saving his life. Ergo, she

states her two wishes, the first being a 14 year

exile for Rama and secondly the crowning of

her son Bharata as the king. Tied by his own

promises, Dashratha gives in. Being an obe-

dient son, Rama accepts his father’s wish and

leaves for the forest with Sita and Laxmana.

Dasharatha dies soon after his departure.

Bharata declines the throne and rules on be-

half of Lord Rama by placing his khadau

(footwear) on the throne.

One who changed the story: The

ending could have been a happily

ever after, if Kaikeyi wouldn’t have

been influenced by wicked Manthara.

What we learnt from the story: Jeal-

ousy is a trait that has always done more

harm than good. 

Sundara Kanda

What is the story? Hanuman, a devotee

of Rama, vows to bring Sita back. Multi-

plying manifold in size, he leaps across

the sea to Lanka. On the way, he fights

many demons. On reaching Lanka,

Hanuman looks for Sita every-

where, wrecking damage and

uprooting trees in the process. At

last, he finds her in Ashok Vatika.

In order to assure Sita that he has

been sent by Rama, he shows her Rama’s

ring. Once assured, Hanuman asks Sita to

escape with her. However, Sita refuses,

stating that eloping secretively is not

‘dharma’ and instead tells him, “Rama
himself must come and avenge the insult
of her abduction.” By now, Ravana’s men

were looking for Hanuman and eventually

captured him. To punish Hanuman, Ra-

vana orders to set his tail on fire. This

angers Hanuman and he jumps from

one roof to the other, spreading fire

in Ravana’s citadel and escapes. He

narrates everything back home to

Rama and Lakshmana.

One who changed the story: Hanuman,

risking his life, takes the story forward.

What we learnt from the story: Devo-

tion often requires countless acts of sac-

rifice and sometimes even courage. 

Kishkindha Kanda

What is the story? Rama and Lakshmana meet Hanu-

man, the greatest devotee of Lord Rama at Kishkindha,

the ape citadel. Here Rama befriends Sugriva and helps

him regain the throne by killing Bali in lieu of helping him

find Sita. Sugriva forgets his promise to help Rama and in-

dulges in newly acquired pleasures. 

It is only when Sugriva’s second queen Tara

reminds him of his words, he sends his

banar sena (monkeys) to find Sita. The

sena spreads all across the four directions on

Earth. Finally, the leaders of Southern Army,

Angad and Hanuman discover from a vulture - Sampati the

elder brother of Jatayu, that Sita was taken to Ravana’s

Lanka.

One who changed the story: Sugriva with his banar
sena, helps Rama find Sita.

What we learnt from the story: When you help

someone, it certainly comes back to you in some or

the other form. 

Lanka Kanda

What is the story? Vibhishana

warns Ravana about the ill fate that

awaits him for capturing Sita. As a

result, the two brothers have a fall out.

Meanwhile, Rama with the help of Neel and

Nala, constructs a floating bridge 'Ram Setu'

across the sea to reach Lanka. Vibhishana joins

Rama, and divulges Ravana’s secret of immor-

tality - the nectar of immortality lies in Ravana’s

belly and hence he must be attacked in the same

spot. Rama wages a war against Ravana, where

he defeats the demon king. Vibhishana is

crowned as Lanka’s king. Sita is asked to go

through the ‘agnipariksha’, a clincher to prove

her chastity, before she reunites with Rama. 

One who changed the story: Vibhishana helps

Rama defeat Ravana.

What we learnt from the story: Sometimes,

you have to rise against your own people for the

greater good. 

Uttara Kanda

What is the story? Now back in Ayodhya, Sita’s

purity is questioned. She is banished to the forest

under the shelter of the sage Valmiki. There she gives

birth to Lava and Kusha. Valmiki teaches them Ra-

mayana. One day, the two brothers recite the Ramayana

in the presence of Rama and a large audience. On the

mention of Sita, Rama feels grief and Valmiki brings

Sita. However, Sita chooses to vanish into mother Earth,

where she came from. Rama learns that Lava and Kusha

are his children. Years later a messenger of God tells him

that his purpose of existence on Earth is completed,

Rama returns to the heavenly abode.

One who changed the story: Lava and Kusha who

makes Rama realise his mistake.

What we learnt from the story: Everyone has a

purpose of existence. It depends on us how

hard we try to achieve it.

Chapter

6

Chapter

5

Chapter

2

Chapter

1

Chapter

3

Chapter

4

Chapter

7

Ramayana changed the way all of us look at life. To date it is one
of the most inspiring tales of relationships, sacrifice, love, human

behaviour and most importantly the victory of good over evil.

Painting courtesy: AIS Vas 1



As we celebrate Gandhi Jayanti

today, we should remember the

man who inspired us and

changed the course of India’s

fate. Who would have thought

that a simple, bespectacled man

would stir spirits of a nation

with his sheer determination

and will-power, and motivate

people to fight decades of colonial rule with non-

violent ways? But this is exactly what Mahatma

Gandhi did. His teachings of Ahimsa and Satya-

graha mobilised thousands of Indians who

marched peacefully to attain freedom. While

Gandhi played a pivotal role in helping India gain

its freedom, it is his teachings on sustainable liv-

ing, importance of forgiveness, emphasis on sim-

ple living and high thinking, that are more valid

today than before. This is because we are living

in an era which is swamped with corruption,

greed and exploitation. The consumptive

lifestyle has fueled the desire to acquire more.

If we start living simply then we could make the

world a better place to live.

Similarly, the Father of the Nation, as he is pop-

ularly known, once said, “The weak can never

forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the

strong.” If we go by this, then we shouldn’t be

ashamed of letting go off our egos and be the

first to offer an olive branch. There is a great re-

spect for his teachings in the modern time be-

cause the world has recognised that an ‘eye for

an eye’ isn’t the solution. A space for mutual di-

alogue, peaceful coexistence and universal

brotherhood is what we require to solve an issue.

This is exactly what we try to teach our children

through programmes like MUNs. Thus, Gand-

hiji’s universal teachings are for us to behold,

cherish and implement for a lifetime.G  T

Dr Amita Chauhan
Chairperson
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Last month, during my con-

versations with children, two

shocking realisations dawned.

Firstly, most children had

never seen a postcard and al-

most all had never written or

posted one. This generation

believes more in SMSs and

emails; writing a letter is old-

fashioned.Secondly, most of the children had

never travelled on a train. With parents having

limited holidays and surplus money, holidays are

more lavish and flights are the name of the

game. Travelling by train is perceived as a waste

of time. For this generation, the Metro is the

closest experience to train travel.  

India, especially urban India, has come a long

way since the times of Mahatma Gandhi. The

needs and wants of Indians have evolved. As

India gears up to celebrate Gandhi Jayanti again,

it becomes important to draw attention to these

facts, because the ‘postcard’ and ‘second class

compartment of the train’ mooted by Gandhiji

were not just about affordability, but also about

minimalistic living. Minimalism today is the an-

swer to the most pressing issues of the world, be

it climate change, economic prosperity, or cor-

ruption. God has provided us with resources

enough to live on and be happy. Yet we live in

chaos because we accumulate possessions,

thereby creating an imbalance in the natural

cycle of resources and consumption.

On Gandhiji’s 148th birth anniversary, let’s

move towards minimalism. The more you give

away, the more you gain.The cluttered house

which you seem to have outgrown will expand

into a spacious living area. Eat only as much as

your body needs – eating all you want only leads

to health issues. Be the ultimate minimalist.G  T

Vira Sharma
Managing Editor

Minimalist

Swami Vivekananda was once

asked to explain the meaning of

‘association’. And this is what he ex-

plained: “The rain drop from the sky:

If it is caught in hands, it is pure

enough for drinking. If it falls in a

gutter, its value drops so much that it

can’t be used even for washing the

feet. If it falls on hot surface, it per-

ishes. If it falls on a lotus leaf, it

shines like a pearl. And if it falls on

an oyster, it becomes a pearl. The

drop is the same, but its existence and

worth depends on whom it is associ-

ated with.” Always be associated

with people who are good at heart.

You will experience an inner trans-

formation in yourself.

Khushi T, 

Amity Global School Noida, IX

T
he news of people committing

suicide has become so com-

monplace that one only pays

fleeting attention to the gravity of this

problem. This, primarily, is because we

often fail to include this taboo subject

in our everyday conversations. Accord-

ing to a 2012 Lancet report, India has

one of the world’s highest suicide rates

for youth aged 15 to 29. A look at these

startling figures should perhaps moti-

vate us to look deeply at the factors that

push people to kill themselves and how

it can be prevented.

The trigger: Younger people, es-

pecially students, take this step mostly

because of the unrealistic expectations

of parents and peers. The constant pres-

sure of doing well in studies and get-

ting into a good college is why many

students at school and college level are

taking this extreme step. How many

times have we come across reports of

students committing suicide after fail-

ing boards? Apart from this, workplace

stress, social pressure and even failed

relationships can be a trigger for taking

one’s own life. Because of any of these

factors, a person starts feeling un-

wanted and questions the purpose of

his life. This thought-process, if ac-

companied by depression can be a

deadly cocktail, triggering a person to

go for this extreme step.

Think over it: You need to know, that
you are more than what you think you
are and that the problems you are fac-
ing may not be so troublesome tomor-
row.

The reaction: French sociologist,

David Emile Durkheim has described

suicide as “one of the crudest expres-

sions of social phenomenon.” Yet, the

ones who take this step are labelled as

“weak”, the ones who couldn’t handle

the situation, or choose an easy route

and decided to run away permanently.

This stance is cruel because it is easier

to comment on a person’s problems as

an outsider without even trying to

imagine themselves being in their

shoes. We will never know what trig-

gered that person to kill themselves. It

is certain that they didn’t wake up one

day and decided to end their lives.

They must have been through the

toughest times to come to this conclu-

sion.

Think over it: If you don’t understand
the gravity of the situation, refrain
from commenting.

The solution: Let’s be a bit more

sensitive. Let’s enquire about a per-

son’s well-being. Let’s be their gen-

uine friends and not a house of gossip

mills. Sometimes a good conversation

is all a person needs. A good listener

who can just listen to their problems,

who can listen to them patiently and

also not judge them for their behav-

iour. Somebody who could talk them

out from their depressing phase and be

their guiding light. Someone who can

just say ‘all is well’, as we all know

that good and bad phases co-exist in

life. But, those who are isolated and

lonely never think so.

Think over it: When someone is hurt,
the smallest of actions can deepen
their scars and the smallest of gestures
can give life another chance.G  T

A different perspective

The city of nawabs and kababs, the

city of Chota and Bara Imambara, this

is the cultural city of India where

‘tehzeeb’ and ‘nazakat’ are still intact.

This is where the old world charm of

royals, still flourishes. This is home to

lip-smacking biryani, fine arts and a

place where courteous people still

exist. This is the city of Lucknow, cap-

ital of Uttar Pradesh. A multicultural

city, it flourished as a hub of cultural

activities and as a seat of power of

nawabs during 18th and 19th century.

Numerous historical and architectural

marvels, along with sumptuous Mugh-

lai food preparations make Lucknow a

hot bed for tourists. 

Both governments - the previous and

the present ones, have acknowledged

this fact and have worked relentlessly

towards giving the city a makeover

and beautifying it. Several parks in the

city have been refurbished and are reg-

ularly taken care of by the authorities.

One of the most prominent parks is

Ambedkar Memorial Park, which was

constructed during Mayawati’s tenure

as Chief Minister and is known for its

giant, life-sized elephant sculptures

and several statutes. In order to

achieve cleaner air, the government

has also encouraged cycling by build-

ing cycling tracks across the city.

There have been many pros that make

Lucknow a modern, flourishing city.

But in the last couple of years, the

menace of traffic has engulfed the city.

While you all may point out that the

issue of traffic is prevalent in every

city, what bothers me most is the lack

of traffic discipline in Lucknow. 

Unfortunately, the government too has

put blinkers on, when it comes to ad-

dressing this issue. Because of their

lackadaisical attitude, jumping traffic

signals has become a norm. With no

traffic policemen in sight; red light no

more means to ‘stop’. They zoom past

it as if it didn’t exist. Yellow light!

What does that really mean? The only

signal every Lucknow native can un-

derstand is green and they treat their

city roads like highways. 

Zipping and zooming always in a

hurry has caused several accidents and

killed many people. Pedestrians too

find it difficult to cross a road so

chaotic and deadly. The fear of losing

life lurks around when you think of

crossing the road. They seem to be

crossing the line of basic mannerism.

The government must do something

about this growing menace. After all,

we are a city of nawabs and nawabs

behave. Time to wake up?G  T

The chaotic city of nawabs

Suicide is like a ticking bomb waiting to explode. But, if one identifies the root

cause of the problem at the initial stage, then prevention is just a step away

Words of
wisdom

Pearls of wisdom

T
he old world
charm still exists
in Lucknow. Be its

picturesque monuments
or delectable delights,
the city has much to
sweep you off your feet.
But there is something
that still bothers
Anushka Singh, AIS
VKC Lucknow, X.

We are a very proud and satisfied

parents of two daughters studying in

Amity since Nursery. And why I say

this is because, though our profes-

sional commitments

at work place,

leaves  us with no

or little time to help

groom our daugh-

ters, it is being well

taken care of by the school. Not even

once have we felt that the school

missed out on its responsibility of

grooming, growing and imparting

the best education to our children. 

Amity truly gives ‘education with an

impact’ and for this I would like to

thank the visionary Chairperson

Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan and

Founder  Dr Ashok K. Chauhan.

The school has truly helped in nur-

turing our daughters and

building their overall

personalities from an

early stage itself. Initiatives

to keep parents involved

through regular interac-

tions or teachers helping

parents get better insight of

their children are some of the

initiatives that are praiseworthy. 

In these tough times, when schools

are being scanned by both media and

parents alike, we want to show our

solidarity and gratitude towards a

great institution that you have built.

The keen supervision and manage-

ment has made the school a safe

place for our daughters. Living in a

metropolitan like Delhi gives one all

types of fears, especially if you have

growing up daughters. But, not even

once has this fear crossed our minds

when we think about the safety of

our daughters in the school premises.

For them, school is like a second

home - cosy and comfortable.

Once again, I would like to reiterate

that we are with the school and be-

lieve whole heartedly in the man-

agement and institution. Thank you

for providing such a pleasant and

safe learning environment to our

daughters.

Nitin Malik & Monica Malik, p/o

Muskan Malik, IX B & Myshaa

Malik, V A, AIS Mayur Vihar 

A letter from parent

Source: WhatsApp forward
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Editorial

Le Tour de France, an annual
multiple stage bicycle race is held
in France in the month of July. Muse
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Learning from expertsLearning from experts

My idol

The ‘IT’ girl Dancing glory
Archita, AIS Gur 43, VII

Who: I chose to be with my grandfather,

Dr Madan Lal Dhiman who is an

Ayurvedic doctor and also the person I

admire the most.

Where: I visited his centre, which is lo-

cated in Gurugram. He is quite popular

among the locals for treating all kinds of

ailments. 

What: We reached his office by 9:30

am. There were cabinets full of various

kinds of medicines. The first patient

walked in at 10 am. He patiently heard

his problem and then gave him certain

medicines. He continued meeting pa-

tients and did not have any spare time at

all. He took a  break at around lunch

time and then resumed seeing his pa-

tients. All the patients who were coming

to see him had tried allopathic medi-

cines, but did not want to use them any

more. G  T

Naturally yours

Robo - Man

A day in their lives

Sweet delight

...On the job
Nandika, AIS Vas 6, VII

Who: I got an opportunity

to spend a day with

Deepika Garg, a

cooking instructor

who turned her

passion for

baking and

cake decora-

tion into her

profession. 

Where: She

owns a baking

studio, The Little
Delite, where she

conducts workshops,

and baking enthusiasts

join her to learn baking.

What: As I entered her baking studio, I

was completely taken aback to see an

array of baking equipment. All I had

seen in my life was a baking tray or the

tin that mom uses to bake cake

at home. Here, there were

all kinds of things like

a whipping machine,

a cake stand that

rotates, a two

colour icing pipe

and what not.

Soon, the work-

shop began and I

noticed all the stu-

dents follow her as

she taught the recipe

step by step. But the

thing that I liked the most

about the workshop was that

students could eat whatever they

were baking. This experience made me

understand that baking is a craft.G  T

Saanvi Srivastava, AIS Vas 6, VII

Who: I spent an entire day with a soft-

ware professional, Anu Roy.

Where: She works as a software engi-

neer at IBM Gurgaon, which is an Amer-

ican multinational firm with operations

in over 170 countries. Her multi-floor

office is swanky, with all kinds of mod-

ern amenities. 

What: I really love computers so I

thought working with an IT company

would be a whole lot of fun. But I don’t

think I can really describe Anu ma’am’s

work as ‘fun’. I was sitting with her the

entire day as she coordinated with dif-

ferent departments, made client calls and

planned her next presentation. Speaking

of presentations, all I could

see around was PPTs.

Everyone was

making some or the other PPT.  Another

thing that I noticed while I was there was

the use of I-cards. Even if you have to go

from one department to the other, you

have to first flash your I-card. I wish we

also had such electronic I-cards at school.

It was a great day for I learnt that the IT

industry is one with a lot of work. G  T

Madhav Nair

AIS Gur 46, VII 

Who: I have always been fasci-

nated by my father’s profession

and thought this was the oppor-

tune time to work closely with

him. He works with the Indian

Navy and is currently serving the

INS Kripan (Indian Navy Ship). 

Where: INS Kripan is his office,

which is docked at Naval Dock-

yard in Vishakapatnam. He has a

cabin to himself, which is

equipped with all necessary

amenities. The cabin also dou-

bles up as a bedroom, when the

ship in on a voyage. He heads a

team of officers and sailors,

around 157 people in total. Each

one of them is responsible for

specific departments and duties

varying from communications,

navigation, maintenance to arms

& ammunitions. 

What: I had been to my father’s

office before. So, I thought it

would be similar to my previous

experiences. What I did not re-

alise was that this was the first

time I was on board in the ship

on a working day and was in for

a lot of surprises, which began

from 5 am in the morning as this

was the time my father woke up.

He told me that ever since the

day he has joined work, he

wakes up early every day. My

dad had a very strict schedule

and told me it was important for

him to be very punctual to be

able to follow his schedule. The

other officers took me around the

ship. The ship was as clean as

new and

I was told that it is a part

of the decorum. I was

taken to the Bridge room

from where the ship is

monitored. The equip-

ment there made me

feel as if I was a part

of Star Wars. The

officers told me

that INS Kripan is

a ‘K’ class ship,

which stands for

war ships. I learnt

that navy is a life

of strict disci-

pline.G  T

Himanshu Sharma, AIS Saket, VII

Who: I decided to accompany my aunt

who is a Child Psychologist and works

with children who deal with emotional,

mental and social difficulties. 

Where: She practices at AIIMS Hospital,

where she reaches every morning by  9.30

am. 

What: I accompanied her to her office one

fine day. As we reached the office she

asked her assistant for her schedule for the

day. The assistant briefed her about her ap-

pointments that were scheduled for the

day. Her first patient of the day was a nine-

year-old boy, who came with his mother.

The mother expressed that the kid hardly

showed any interest in studies or any ac-

tivities and also shows signs of anxiety.

After listening to her intently, my aunt

gave her son a questionnaire that included

questions like whether he likes to stay in-

doors or play outdoors. Along with this,

she also told the mother about the use of

‘Play Therapy’ and how it can help in un-

derstanding a child’s behavioural changes.

After looking at the results of the ques-

tionnaire, my aunt suggested the mother to

engage the chid in brain motoring activi-

ties like bead games to improve his con-

centration levels. 

This was followed by several kids coming

with their parents to see her. Some of them

were of my age. Some of them were sad,

others were upset because of bullying at

school. Every time, a patient would come

in, my aunt would hear them out intently

and then offer her suggestions. She was

sweet to every child and understood their

problems patiently. G  T

No child’s play

Saumya Chauhan, AIS PV, VII

Who: I spent my day with Ms

Sapna Chauhan, Chairperson of

Amiown, Amity’s caring pre-

school. I chose her because she

is a very loving person, and  is

very fond of small children

just like me. 

Where: We started the day by

going to her office at Defense

Colony, from where she manages

Amiown and ACERT. It is a branch

of Amity Universe, which trains future

educators. 

What: As we reached her office, she

went through her daily planner and

started with taking interviews of teach-

ers. What I learnt from this session was

that while giving an interview, you need

to be very confident. Next we headed to

Amiown Noida, to have a look at the

newly constructed play zone. After the

inspection, we left for Amiown Guru-

gram. There we met many teachers and

learnt how patience and positive think-

ing helps one reach closer to their goals.

Overall, it was a great day. But, the best

surprise came when she asked me if I

would be interested in interning with

Amiown next year. I was taken aback at

the offer, but after understanding the

work, there was no reason for me to re-

fuse this wonderful opportunity.G  T

Asya Kapur, AIS Saket, VII

Who: I had the honour to meet

renowned Kathak dancer Rekha Mehra

and see her work schedule up, close and

personal. For her contribution in the

field of art, she was felicitated with In-

ternational Women’s Day Awards 2017,

by the Delhi government. She is some-

one who is known for presenting Indian

mythological tra-

d i t i o n

through her dance.

Where: I visited the Delhi-based artist’s

house and observed how she goes on

about her daily activities. 

What: The Padma Shri recipient’s be-

gins her day with four hours of rehearsal

in the morning. Once she was done prac-

ticing, it was time for her classes, where

she taught others this beautiful art form.

I learnt that she takes classes every

evening during weekdays. On some

days, she also trains underprivileged

children for free. She told me that she

had been teaching them for many years

and now it has become a part of her

routine. Around 150 students are

trained under her, where she

teaches them much more than

dancing, like music and tailor-

ing. This is her daily sched-

ule, training so many people.

She told me that her week-

ends especially Saturdays

are reserved for attending

meetings. I was with her on

a Saturday and hence at

sharp 5 pm we went to the

cultural department for meet-

ings, which went on for four to

five hours. Then, she gave an in-

terview to media representatives. I

was so inspired by her passion that I

have decided to pursue all my interests

passionately from now on. G  T

Learning comes in many ways. This time it came
with spending a day with a professional. Read on
as young Amitians share their experiences and
inspirational moments from a day...

Rishabh Pandey, AIS MV, VII

Who: Math is my favourite subject. So,

I thought of visiting a CA firm for my

assignment on ‘A day in the life of a pro-

fessional’. My father runs a CA firm and

I accompanied him to understand more

about his work. 

Where: After finishing his daily morn-

ing routine and breakfast, we left for his

office in South Delhi. Every day, he

drives down to his office, and on this

day, I joined him too.

What: The first thing he did on reaching

the office was to go through all his e-

mails and letters. Then he made a few

calls and guided people on several as-

pects of filing documents for their

clients. After lunch, we left for the In-

come Tax Department where he spoke

with an IT officer and submitted papers

to him. While driving back, he informed

me how one has to be cautious and care-

ful about each detail that goes into these

documents as they deal with law and

regulations. Afterwards, we went to

meet a client at his office where they

discussed several things that were filled

with terms, I did not really understand. It

was a very hectic day indeed! G  T

Aarti Rajput, AIS Noida, VII

Who: I got the chance to be with my

elder sister who is a social worker. I

wanted to see how she goes about her

day, so I accompanied her to her work.

Where: She works with an NGO,

‘CanKids’, which works to provide best

treatment/care to children (age 0-21)

struggling with cancer. The NGO also

provides support services to the families

of these children that ranges from diag-

nosis to treatment and palliative care,

among others.

What: My sister works at the educa-

tional department of CanKids, where she

is in charge of handling several activi-

ties like teaching, craft, drawing, and

many more. Since I am interested in

crafts, I too became a student and learnt

how to make a fire gazing dragon. This

was followed by a reading class, and this

time I became the teacher as I read wis-

dom tales for those kids. While I inter-

acted with them, I realised how I was

lucky to be hale and hearty. I thanked

God and made a mental note to myself

to be a good kid. G  T

Madhav Sharma

AIS Saket, VII

Who: Diwakar Vaish is the

developer of India's first

completely indigenous 3D

printed humanoid robot

(Manav). He is also the

man behind India's first

mind controlled robot,

and world's first pro-

duction brain controlled

wheelchair. Diwakar

Vaish is a regular at TED

Talks, and guest lecturer at vari-

ous IIT’s. Getting an opportunity to

spend time with him was not only a

fun experience, but an eye opening

peek into the world of robotics. 

Where: A robotics researcher and

the Head of Robotics and Research

at A-SET Training and Research

Institutes, he usually works from

his office.

What: He had informed me that he

likes to start his day early, so I reached

his office early in the morning. He

started his day by working on various

problem solving techniques. Following

this, he answered his e-mails. 

His office was full of so many news-

papers, magazines, books and journals,

most of which were pertaining to ro-

botics. As he read some of the newslet-

ters on his beloved subject, I also

picked up something and decided to

give it a read. His day progressed with

meetings with vendors, marketing peo-

ple, designers and other professionals.

I learnt that meeting designers is inte-

gral to his job as he gets to learn about

various new techniques to enhance

physical appearance of the robots. Cur-

rently, he is also working on launching

the world’s cheapest, prosthetic arm. 

We all love robots and are so fasci-

nated every time we see them on

screen, but I do not think there is any-

one more passionate about robotics

than him. 

Number game

Share a smileIn uniform

A day in their lives
The world’s tallest bridge ‘Millau’ is
situated in Southern France. It
stands 1125 ft above the ground.

The Louvre is the most visited art museum
in the world. The famous Mona Lisa
painting is on display in this museum.
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Mosaic Senior

Aditi Suresh, AIS PV, XI F

I
t was late in the evening. The

sun was about to set. I sat at

the cliff and watched the city

scintillate from atop. Half past

eight in the evening, the sky was

beautifully painted in hues of

lavender and lilac. The settling

sun providing little warmth. The

energy of the city was waning. 

As the gentle breeze kissed my

face, I sat there enjoying my

quiet. I could hear a babble of

noises - the garage shutters

falling, children squealing in the

distance, honking cars, owls

hooting and a plethora of distinct

city clamour. 

After a long day at work, I sat

there to de-stress. Far away from

the city’s hustle and bustle, I

came here to feel at home. Lying

under blinking stars was strange

and eerie, yet so familiar. The

stars up there reminded me of the

hope that still existed. Who

knew, she’d turn into a tiny star

some day. Who knew, she’ll

reach up there and watch the

whole world unfold, while all I

had was a view from this cliff. 

I missed my mother immensely,

and since she left me, I was never

able to fathom my life or face it.

And so I made this place and

these nights my escape. Just as I

was engrossed deep in thoughts

whilst looking up at the stars, my

quiet place was disturbed by

some voices from behind. I

turned around to see two kids

with their mother. They were

panting as they climbed uphill. I

asked the mother, “What brings

you all here?” She said, “The kids

wanted to see the shooting stars

post sunset someday!”

“This is the only way they could

talk to their great grandpa up

there,” she added. Minutes later,

the four of us stood there, be-

holding the sparks of grey and

white running across the sky. It

was so picturesque. It seemed as

if the stars were performing a

ballet for us. 

I glanced at the kids and their

mother. They were preoccupied

in some deep prayer, their hands

folded and lips murmuring some

inane words. I too joined in

silently with prayers of my own.

Though, I always wondered if

my mother was still out there, but

today I felt her warmth and could

somehow see her smiling down

at me. I asked her to make me

persevere. For the first time, I

sensed some sort of power in my

prayers. It was surreal. 

A few minutes later, I opened my

eyes to see the family walking

away from the cliff. It was today

that I realised that I wasn’t the

only one watching the stars, that

there were so many just like me,

who’ve lost their loved ones and

yet are living each day.

I understood, that life is allowed

to be unfair to whoever it wants,

and I became one of its many vic-

tims. Nonetheless, I knew that I

had to work hard each day to

make my mother proud. Finally, I

let my mother go, only to feel

more loved. I left a part of me be-

hind, as I descended downhill.G  T

La France
In 1893, France was the
first country to introduce
vehicle licence plates.

Results of Read Play & Win-37: Sameer Gautam, AIS Saket, III D; 

Suhani Chauhan, AIS PV, V A; Sarthak Sidhant, AIS Vas 6, VI A
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Read   Play   and   Win
Reading your favourite GT can fetch you
a prize too. Complete all the boxes below.
Click a picture and send it to
editor@theglobaltimes.in or submit it to
your GT Teacher Coordinator. 3 lucky
winners will win a prize every week!

Name:....................................Class:................School:........................

StorywalaLet
her
go!

Vanshika Gupta

AIS Noida, IX

Ingredients
Hot vegetable stock ....900 ml

Olive oil ....................... 2 tbsp

Butter ..............................2 tsp

Shallots (chopped) .........1 cup

Garlic (grated) ..........2 cloves

Spring onion ..............1 bunch

Mushroom (sliced)....200 gms

Arborio rice .................2 cups

Frozen peas .................75 gms

Parmesan ...................2/3 cup

Ground black pepper ......1 tsp

Coriander (chopped) .100 gms

Salt .............................to taste

Method
n Heat olive oil and butter in a

large frying pan. Add spring

onions and shallots. Now

saute over medium heat for

a few minutes. 

n Add rice to the sauteed spring

onion and shallots and cook

for about 2 minutes over low

heat.

n When the rice turns glossy,

add the grated garlic and

mushrooms. Stir and mix.

n Now pour in about half of the

hot stock and stir well. Cook

for over 20-25 minutes by

adding the remaining stock,

a little at a time until the rice

absorbs all the liquid.

n Check how tender the rice is.

It must have a nice creamy

texture. In case it is still not

completely cooked, then add

a little more hot water and

cook for a bit longer.

n Add the thawed peas and

grated parmesan cheese. Mix

everything in.

n For seasoning, add some

black pepper, salt to taste and

coriander leaves and mix.

n Cover it with a lid for 5 min-

utes over low heat and serve

immediately. 

n Your risotto is ready!

Mushroom
risotto

Perseverance
Akshi Jindal, AIS Noida, X G

When an individual enters a phase

In which he has to challenge his own life

He covets for the praise for which, he toils

To pass through the turmoil

On his road to procure success

He learns to combat his distress

He comes across various stones

But has to persevere all alone

Every time he sees a pit

He agitates a bit

Thought of goal makes him smile

After travelling miles

In the whirlpool of world

The ones who renounced, swirled

He acquired his dream, and survived

For which he strived. 

The gloomy sky
Suzan Ghorai, AIS Gur 43, VIII B

When I open my eyes and see the sky

I cannot see a bird fly

As if the sky is in  depression 

Who does not have any inspiration

Before it was not like this

The sky was filled with happiness

Birds used to sing and fly

But sorrow never grew by

The air was filled with a mist of peace

Which roamed around with ease

The sky then had a glare

But now it has totally disappeared. G  T

G  T

Toyam Khanna

AIS Gur 46, IX

g I have got a date at a quar-

ter to eight; I’ll see you at the

gate, so don’t be late.

g How many boards

could the Mongols hoard

if the Mongol hordes got

bored?'

g How can a clam cram in a

clean cream can?

g The thirty-three thieves

were thrilled thinking of the

throne throughout Thursday.

g You cuss, I cuss, we all

cuss, for asparagus!

g Stu chews shoes, should

Stu choose the shoes he

chews?

g Four furious friends fought

for the phone.

g Tim, the thin twin tinsmith.

Tongue twisters

Q: Name the person
interviewed on p1?
Ans: 

Q: Who is the author of
the poem ‘Gloomy sky’? 
Ans: 

Q: How many forms of
poetry have been
mentioned in the
article ‘No rhyme, but
reason’?
Ans: 

Q: Which school hosted
MI Fest 2017?
Ans:

Q: What is the headline
of the article written by
Anushka Singh on p6?
Ans: 

Q: Which is the tallest
bridge situated in
France?
Ans: 

Q: How many cantos
are there in Ramayana?
Ans:

Q: Name the author of
the book ‘Three men in
a boat’?
Ans:

Q: What is the headline
of the short story on
p9?
Ans:

Send us the entries by post @ The Global Times Office, E-27, Defence Colony, New Delhi- 110024 or click a high resolution
picture and email to: editor@theglobaltimes.in and the best ones will be published in GT

COLOURING FUN

WORDS VERSE

“Minutes later, four of us

stood there, beholding the

sparks of grey and white

running across the sky”
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After English, French is the second
most studied language in the world. 9Mosaic 
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Junior

The mystery of the chits

Saksham Khanna

AIS Gur 46, VI D

I
t was a cold winter evening.

Abhi was walking down the

road. It was a little late into

the night, so, Abhi tried to walk

as fast as he could to reach his

home. Just then, he heard the

sound of a paper, crumpling

under his feet. He picked up the

paper. It was a small little chit. 

Curious, Abhi opened the chit.

The chit read: “October 2, 2017;

10:45 pm, major blast.” For a

minute his mind went blank.

“This could have been just an-

other stupid prank,” Abhi thought

to himself.

He mustered all the courage he

could and continued walking. He

had barely walked a few steps

when he found another chit.

Now, Abhi was really frightened.

But nonetheless, he picked it up

and opened it. This time it read,

“Vivanta Banquet- Major Blast.”

On reading the chit, Abhi went

pale. His palms began to sweat.

Fear was conspicuous all over his

face. Abhi realised that it could

well be a potential terror attack.

He ran back home and told his

parents about the two chits. 

His parents contacted the police

and informed them about the

chits. It was already 9:45 pm. Al-

though the police was unsure

about these dubious chits, they

still hurried to the spot. 

It was 10:15 pm and they were

still on their way to the destina-

tion. Once they reached the

venue, they ran towards the ban-

quet only to find a dark and de-

serted hall. But what happened at

10:45 pm, was something that

none had ever imagined. The mo-

ment the clock struck 10:45 pm,

a huge crowd of people shouted,

“Happy Birthday Rohit!” Abhi

and the police looked at each

other in shock. The entire gather-

ing was shocked to see the police.

It so turned out that a ‘major

blast’ was someone’s birthday

blast. And the chits? They were

secret messages, which were

carelessly planted by one of

Rohit’s friends on the road. G  T

Short story
Curious, Abhi opened the

chit. The chit read: “October

2, 2017; 10:45 pm, major

blast.” For a minute, his mind

went blank. 

Chalkboard
Materials Required

n Popsicle sticks (15)

n Chalkboard black paint

n Glue

n Red craft paper (1)

n Green craft paper (1)

n Cord string 

n Scissors

n Toothpicks

Procedure
To make the slate, align

seven to eight popsicle sticks

horizontally on a plane surface.

Glue them together with two

sticks placed vertically at both

ends. (Refer to image)

Once the glue dries, paint the

side of the slate that doesn’t

have the vertically placed sticks

with blackboard paint. And let

it dry.

To create roses, draw three

rough circles on red craft paper

and cut it out (refer to image).

Take a toothpick and start

wrapping one edge of the

cutout around it. Slowly slide

out the toothpick and glue the

end of the rose and let it dry. 

Next cut three leaf shapes

from the green craft paper.

Stick the roses and the leaves

on one corner of the board.

Tie a string to the two  sticks

at the back and hang it. 

Bright and
beautiful 

Satvika Dwivedi

AIS Saket, II C

All things bright and beautiful

All creatures great and small

All things wise and wonderful

The Almighty made them all

Each little flower that blossoms

Each little bird that sings

He made their glowing colours

He made their tiny wings

He gave us eyes to seee them

And lips that we might tell

How great is God Almighty

Who made all things smell!

Summer is
here

Pratul Gupta

AIS Saket, VI C

When the hot winds start blowing

When the trees stand bare

When the cool breeze is rare 

And cool things you don’t share

When ice creams are saviours

And AC’s are being repaired

When the streets are almost bare

You know summer is here

And now that they are here

Wait till they go away there. 

G  T

G  T

Match it
Country Currency

Rushil Omar

AIS Vas 6, III
Riddle Fiddle

Samarjit Atwal

AIS Noida, V

1. I give milk and have a horn

but I’m not a cow? Who am I?

2. I always run but never walk,

often murmur, never talk,

have a bed but never sleep,

have a mouth but never eat.

Who am I?

3. The more you have of me,

the less you see. Who am I?

4. I am black when you buy

me, red when you use me, and

white when you are done with

me. Who am I?

5. Forward I’m heavy, but

backwards I’m not. Guess

who am I?

Answer: 1. Milk truck 2.

River 3. Darkness 4. Charcoal

5. Ton

Painting Corner Shoumik Aggarwal 

AIS Vas 1, IV A

So what did you learn today?

New word: Dubious

Meaning: Doubtful

POEMS

My name: Riya Sood

My school: AIS Noida

My Class: I

My birthday: August 1

I like: Painting and listening to stories

I dislike: Fighting with friends

My hobby: Painting and gardening

My role model: My doctor, Dr Dawar

My best friend: Ahaana

My favourite book: Red Riding Hood

My favourite game: Snakes & ladders

My favourite mall: Spice mall, Noida

My favourite food: Stuffed paranthas
My favourite teacher: Pragya Ma’am &

Sharmila Ma’am

My favourite poem: Five little ducks went

out to play

My favourite subject: English and Hindi

I want to become: A doctor

I want to feature in GT because: I am

proud to be an Amitian!

It’s Me

Illustration: Rushil Omar, AIS Vas 6,

1

5 6

2

3

4

Answers: (1.D) (2.F) (3.A) (4.G) (5.B) (6.C) (7.E)

 A

B

C

D

E

F

G
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School Lounge

AIS Gurugram 46

A
IS Gurugram 46 hosted

the fifth inter-school an-

nual MI Fest -2017

‘Carpe Diem- Let’s seize the

day’ on August 31, 2017. Over

20 schools from Gurugram &

NCR took part in various com-

petitions like rhyming zone,

think tac toe, skit presentation,

radio gaga, digisp@ce#, MI

quest, junk band, street dance

and were assessed by eminent

judges on parameters that ac-

counted for all the 8 multiple in-

telligences viz. linguistic,

spatial, bodily, kinaesthetic,

inter personal, intra personal,

logical, musical & naturalistic. 

The opening ceremony com-

menced with lamp lighting by

school Principal & other emi-

nent judges. Judges appreciated

the concept and efforts of teach-

ers and students to make the

event a successful one. They

were amazed to see the talent of

children at such a young age. 

The overall Champions Trophy

was bagged by AIS Gurugram

43. School Principal along 

with judges gave away the

prizes for each event and con-

gratulated the students for their

achievements. G  T Students take oath to live for a better tomorrow

Investiture ceremony 2017

The school organised MI Fest to analyse and

develop multiple intelligence skills in students 

Badges pinned with uniforms and heads held high, the

new council members are ready to take on

AIS VYC Lucknow

T
he school organised a her-

itage assembly based on

the river Brahmaputra on

September 13, 2017. Heritage as-

semblies encourages and exposes

young children to develop under-

standing and appreciation for our

rich cultural legacy through a

wide array of activities. 

The programme commenced

with an arti performed by school

Principal SG Mishra. Students

presented a wide array of pro-

grams and showcased their tal-

ents in the form of songs, dance

and power point presentations. 

School Principal appreciated the

efforts of students and teachers

for putting up a wonderful her-

itage assembly. In the end, stu-

dents along with Principal and

teachers took the pledge to main-

tain the sanctity of the river

Brahmaputra.G  T

Visit to National
Science Centre

AIS Vas 6

T
he students of Class

VIII visited the Na-

tional Science Centre,

Delhi for a workshop cum

hands-on-experience session

on August 29, 2017. 

The preliminary workshop

was on the Sphere of Science

(SoS) which included presen-

tations on effect of climate on

wild life, peep into the cells,

microscopic measurements,

cell staining, etc. The second

presentation on Robotech took

place in the Innovation Space

Centre where students had to

disassemble and then assem-

ble a Lego (Castor Bot). Using

digital technology, the ses-

sions were made interesting

and student friendly. 

AIS Vasundhara 1

T
he story of the enigmatic

Ganges was narrated

gracefully by the young

students of Class IV through a

subject presentation on Septem-

ber 9, 2017. Chairperson, Amity

Group of Schools and RBEF,

Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan,

graced the occasion and praised

the efforts put in by the young

students. The audience were ex-

tended a warm welcome through

a peppy dance followed by a

melodious instrumental perform-

ance. The lighting of the lamp

ceremony marked a favourable

beginning of the presentation.

In her welcome address, school

Principal Valambal Balachandran,

emphasised upon the significance

of clean rivers and applauded the

students and teachers for thinking

‘out of the box’ and giving a pow-

erful presentation on a topic of

great magnitude. 

The musical accolade began with

the story of Ganges’s descend on

Earth, important cities on her holy

banks and festivals celebrated in

her honour. The climax of the

presentation was Ganges’s misery

as a polluted river and an un-

flinching oath by the students to

keep it uncontaminated followed

by a mesmerising grand finale. 

Roop Kamal Singh, Vice Princi-

pal (Primary), presented a vote of

thanks and reiterated Amity’s

promise of providing best of op-

portunities to its students, taking

them beyond the four walls of

class rooms through an optimum

amalgamation of academics and

activities.G  T

AIS VKC Lucknow

T
o promote the feeling of

patriotism and inculcate

a feeling of respect for

our official national language,

Hindi Diwas was celebrated at

school on September 14, 2017.

The day is celebrated to high-

light the importance of our na-

tional language, as on this day in

1949, Hindi written in Devna-

gari script was approved as an

official language by the Con-

stituent Assembly. 

Hindi Diwas was preceded by

‘Hindi Saptah’ during which the

students performed a number of

activities. Primary students wrote

interesting poems on the topic

‘Hamari Rashtra Bhasha Hindi,

Jan Jan ki Bhasha Hindi’. The

students also participated in Just

a Minute (JAM) competition in

which they spoke on the spot for

a minute on various given topics

in Hindi. The primary students

creatively wrote on the topic

‘Hamari Rashtra Bhasha Hindi’

reflecting great respect for this

language. 

Hindi Diwas assembly in school

commenced with Gayatri

Mantra followed by a power

point presentation on the impor-

tance of Hindi. Students also

paid tribute to great Hindi writ-

ers like Munshi Prem Chand,

Sumitra Nandan Pant, Hari-

vansh Rai Bachahan, Mahadevi

Verma  and others. This was fol-

lowed by a skit which motivated

young students to use Hindi

with pride. The assembly con-

cluded with school Principal

Mukta encouraging children to

take pride while speaking

Hindi.G  T

AIS Gurugram 46

A
team of students from

the school participated

in ‘The Digilogous’-

an inter school computer com-

petition for the fourth consecu-

tive year held at Rukmini

Public School on August 5,

2017. School team participated

in competitions like Treasure

Hunt, Senior and Junior Quiz,

Doodling, Gaming, Program-

ming, etc. and a group discus-

sion on the topic ‘Deceptively

honest’. The team comprising

Anurag Parida and Ansh Deo

Singh from Class X won sec-

ond prize in group discussion.

The movie making team com-

prising Laxya and Ribhav

Sharma from Class IX bagged

the second prize while the web

development team from Class

IX comprising Dhruv and

Achintya won the third prize.

MI Fest 2017

Subject presentation on Ganges

AGS Gurugram

T
he school held its Investi-

ture ceremony on August

22, 2017. The ceremony

commenced with lamp lighting

accompanied with the singing of

vandana. The ceremony was

graced by the presence of Mo-

hina Dar, Director, Academic

Projects and BN Bajpai, Senior

Advisor, Amity Schools. The cer-

emony also witnessed the pres-

ence of parents of members of

the Student Council. 

The elections for Student’s

Council were held in a demo-

cratic way for the posts like Head

Boy, Head Girl, Cultural Captain,

Sports Captain, House Captains

and Class Prefects. The young

selected members of the council

were bestowed with badges and

sashes. This was followed by the

oath ceremony where the new

council members reaffirmed their

resolve to fulfill the duties en-

trusted to them with dedication

and justice. School Principal Arti

Gupta motivated students and

blessed them to carry on with

their duties with great dedication

and sincerity. G  T

AIS Gwalior

T
eacher’s Day at school

was celebrated with love

for teachers on Septem-

ber 5, 2017. School Principal

Seema Thakur felicitated all the

teachers for their commitment

and dedication for their services

towards the students. She also

urged them to lead a healthy and

disciplined life and create a

healthy environment. 

The day commenced with lamp

lighting amidst chanting of

shlokas. Rajkumar, Faculty,

Arts recited a beautiful poem

for teachers and the students.

Students also performed a skit

on ‘Punctuality’, highlighting

the importance of being punc-

tual & disciplined. 

The celebrations called for

sweet endings with sweets

being distributed among stu-

dents and teachers. Children

greeted their teachers with self-

made greeting cards.

Winners with their trophies and certificates along with school Principal Arti Chopra

Students depict the holy story of Ganges through dance

Hindi Diwas celebrations

Teacher’s Day celebrations

Heritage AssemblyComputer competition

Students perform on the occasion

Little ones present dance

Teachers show gratitude to Dr Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan
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Bag Pack Variety

Meera Bhardwaj, AIS Noida, KG J, poses with her copy of The

Global Times in Srinagar, the summer capital of Jammu and

Kashmir. The placid Dal Lake in the heart of the city, where

houseboats are stationed, is a great draw for tourists.

GT Travels to Srinagar

Got some clicks with GT while on the go? Get them

featured!  Send them to us at gttravels@theglobaltimes.in

In the year 1799, world’s first international scientific
conference was held in Paris.
All top quotes composed by: Shivansh Chopra, AIS Vas 6, IV

Three men in a boat
Author: Jerome K.

Jerome

Release date: 1889

Genre: Humorous fic-

tion

Rating:

About me: The book

is a humorous account

of a boat trip taken by

three friends on the River Thames. Initially, it

was intended to be a travel guide that would be

dotted with accounts of history. However,

somewhere, a funny tone set into the narrative

and the story became humorous. This is be-

cause the sentimental and serious events taking

place in the novel are presented in a comical

tone. The narration revolves around three

friends — Jerome, Harris, George and their

dog, a fox terrier called Montmorency. One

evening, the three friends decide to go on a

boating holiday to escape their boring work life.

They choose the route from Kingston to Oxford

on the River Thames. During the trip, Jerome

tells his friends about various landmarks such

as Hampton Court Palace, Hampton Church,

Monkey Island, Magna Carta Island, Marlow et

al. Soon, their conversations take a U-turn.

They start to ponder about life and share per-

sonal stories of embarrassing events and ad-

venture and reminisce about their earlier

journies and life experiences.

You should read me, coz: It has a simple plot

with loads of relatable, humorous jokes. Apart

from this, it is a treasure trove of historical de-

tails about several places along River Thames.

You know what: Jerome K. Jerome later men-

tioned, “I did not intend to write a funny book,

at first. I did not know I was a humourist. I have

never been sure about it. In the middle ages, I

should probably have gone about preaching.”

The best line: “But who wants to be foretold

the weather? It is bad enough when it comes,

without having the misery of knowing about it

beforehand.”

Review by: Dishant Prasad, AIS PV, VIII

A
re you camera shy? Do

you know how to make

a picture perfect pose?

Can you walk on the ramp confi-

dently? Certainly not,

because all of us are

not born stars, but

there are some like

Aanya Dube, AIS

Noida, KG C who

knows how to strike the

right pose. At a young age of

four-and-a-half years, when chil-

dren could barely express their

feelings and communicate

thoughts, Aanya loves to pose in

front of the camera and under-

stands what the shoot is all about.

She has got all the right ingredi-

ents to make it big in

the glamour industry

and shine like a star.

Her first big break came

when she participated in

India’s Cutest Kids Calen-

dar shoot (ICK) 2017, which was

shot by Munna (the famous Bol-

lywood photographer). She also

was ‘top voted’ in

the Wall of Fame category in

Show Off Clicks, Mumbai,

where along with a certificate,

she signed up for a year’s con-

tract which included shooting for

video jingles, etc. That’s not all,

she is also selected as a kid

model for Shoppers’s Stop (Kid’s

collection) 2017 and you will

find her face in their kid’s collec-

tion. Even though she is busy

with photo shoots, Aanya is

equally good in studies too. Call

her an all-rounder, she loves to

go for swimming and enjoys

playing outdoor games. And like

every kid, she loves to eat pizzas

and burgers.

Sky is the limit for this glam-

ourous diva as she is all set to

take part in India Kids Fashion

Week 2017. G  T

Ananya Grover, AIS Noida, X B

“H
ey, tell me some words

that rhyme with jazz?”

“Umm…bass?” Almost

right! Anyone who’s ever tried to

write a poem has invariably struggled

with the rhyming part. We have al-

ways been told that good rhyming

makes a good poem. So, we rack our

brains to find that ‘perfect’ rhyming

word. If you too find yourself em-

pathising too much with Tyler Joseph

rapping, ‘I wish I didn’t have to

rhyme every time I sang,’ then worry

not friend, here are interesting forms

of poetry that don’t necessarily re-

quire you to rhyme.

List: If your bed looks like a mess

and you don’t know where to start

from, then you really need to make a

long to-do list. See, you already have

99 problems and this seems an addi-

tional task. Fret not, this type of

poem is just for you. As the name

suggests, you simply have to ‘list’

out things one after the other. Make

them funny, weird, thought provoking

or add a clever twist in the end, and

there you have a poem. 

Haiku: This profound and popular

style of Japanese poetry consists of 17

syllables usually within three un-

rhymed lines containing 5, 7 and 5

syllables. These poems are about so-

cial issues and nature. Senryu, another

form of Japanese poetry, is sim-

ilar to Haiku but it is about

human foibles and is often

cynical and darkly humorous.

So, say adieu to finding

rhyming words.

Concrete: Ever jotted down love

and compliments in the shape of a

heart and anonymously sent the card

to your primary school crush? No? I

haven’t either. No one would have

thought that love could be expressed

in a visual poetic language

as something called

concrete poetry

exists. Also known as shape poetry,

the visual appearances matches the

topic of the poem. Meanings, words

and shape -all come together in the

form of a poem.

Cinquain: Similar to Haiku, it con-

sists of five unrhymed lines. In the

first line there are two syllables, four

and six syllables in the second and

third line. Followed up by eight and

two syllables in fourth and fifth lines

respectively. Sounds too much, right.

Well, keep referring to the rules for

each line, and writing a poem will be

a cakewalk for you.

Anagrammatic: The way you de-

cide your teammates before playing

any game, similarly all you need to do

is to play with letters. First choose a

single word title and then find as

many words as you can within that

title. The number of letters from the

title should correspond to the number

of lines in the poem and each line

should end with the word created

from it. This sounds like a task, but it

is a lot of fun. Just like a word play

puzzle. Who knew a good player

could also be a good poet as well?G  T

“Poetry is the spontaneous overflow of

powerful feelings and emotions,” said

William Wordsworth. But what if the

emotions and feelings don’t rhyme

Glam up diva 

Aanya featured in India’s Cutest Kids Calendar shoot

Aanya Dube, AIS Noida, KG C knows how to turn

heads on the ramp, even though she is just four

No rhyme, but reason
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