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Learning Gurve

The NDEARiIng change

The Metamorphic Phase Of Digital Education In India We Are Going To Encounter
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he government of India has in-
troduced National Digital Edu-
cation Architecture (NDEAR) as

one of their initiatives under the Union
Budget 2021-22. Presented under the
aegis of the Ministry of Education in
collaboration with MeitY, it aims to
work as a diverse educational ecosystem
for development of digital infrastruc-
ture, and will also help the central and
state governments in planning, ad-
ministering, and governing

school education. All of this
sounds amazing, but let’s take
a deeper look into all that this

NDEARIing plan entails!

Purpose? Check!

NDEAR is an architecture blueprint
plan that aims to boost the digital infra-
structure in the country vis-a-vis educa-
tion. It focusses on the creation of open,
interoperable, and evolvable public dig-
ital infrastructure in the education sec-
tor. It will help in strengthening the
country’s digital infrastructure for online
education, along with supporting teach-
ing and learning activities. It will also
aid educational planning and gover-
nance of administrative activities of the
Centre and the States/Union Territories.
Myth: It acts merely as a medium to
provide access or links to other websites
or web pages.
Fact: The government simply works as
an enabler by providing a framework
where technology can be built by any-
one. In simple words, this works much
like providing good quality bricks
(framework) which any builder (teach-
ers or parents) can use to make a build-
ing of their choice and design.

Features? Check!
It has a unifying and evolving design
which addresses diversity, inclusion,
and special needs. It also provides pri-
vacy, security, trust and choice. Some
other key features include seamless in-
teroperability, and functionality in a fed-

erated, decentralised manner.

Myth: The framework will be weak and
will not help much.

Fact: Data systems would be able to in-
teract with each other using a common
framework, thereby enabling policy-
making, particularly to drive learning
outcomes. Technology systems are
strong and will be consistent in handling
of data, protection of individual data -
particularly children’s data.

Technology? Check!

A thrust of technological interventions
will be introduced for improving teach-
ing-learning and evaluation processes,
enhancing educational access, and
streamlining educational planning.
Hence, the relationship between tech-
nology and education at all levels pres-
ent is bi-directional.

Myth: NDEAR is not adaptable and
will become obsolete after a few years.
Fact: NDEAR is meant to be an evolv-
ing framework to keep pace with chang-
ing and emerging technologies, while
staying true to its core principles. The
NEP 2020 lays significant emphasis on
the use of emerging technologies for
making a quantum change in the quality
of education, governance, and immer-
sive content etc., which will be part of
NDEAR. Thus, the NDEAR ecosystem

approach will enable the wider ecosys-
tems to participate and contribute.

Implementation? Check!

It is evident that millions of students in
India suffered during the pandemic due
lack of access to digital infrastructure.
The government has ensured that this
does not happen in the near future by
opting for a ‘Digital First’ approach.
Myth: The government will not be able
to implement NDEAR, as no systems
are in place.

Fact: The Government of India has en-
abled several programmes to achieve the
goals. Namely, the 10+2 structure of
school curriculum is to be replaced by a
5+3+3+4 curricular structure. Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan is Government of
India’s flagship programme as mandated
by 86th amendment of the Constitution
of India making free and compulsory
education to the children of 6-14 years
age group, a fundamental right.

Vision? Check!

The NDEAR vision statement reads
“NDEAR is a globally pioneering effort
in education.” To be effective in the long
term, NDEAR must have a learning and
evolving core. The vision of NDEAR
reflects this, both in its architecture and
in its institutional framework. /Gl




