World Mirror

THE GLOBAL TIMES | MONDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2019

News and Views

Having approximately 28 species,
Rafflesia 1s endemic to Southeast
Asian countries, like Indonesia,
Malaysia, Thailand and Philippines.
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ndia this week

Arsh Arora, AIS Pushp Vihar, VII A

hile we sit on our couch just
s ’s / breathing, a lot of things
happen around us, and

sometimes in our very own country. We
bring you the ones worth mentioning.

Orange alert in Bihar
News: An orange alert had been issued in several re-
gions of Bihar, including Patna, by Indian Meteoro-
logical Department due to heavy rainfall on October
3-4, 2019. The state is currently suffering from the
aftermath of the torrential rains and the government
has intensified rescue and relief operations, with
water being pumped out of submerged localities.
Views: Bihar is one of India’s most flood-prone
states, with floods occurring almost every year. Right
now, the state is in knee deep water, making it diffi-
cult for people to go on about their lives normally. It
is disheartening to read about the grim situation and
all of us should come together and do everything we
can to provide aid.

Svasti Sehgal, AIS PV, VII A

Saudi Arabia to invest 100 billion USD
News: Saudi Arabia plans to invest 100 billion
USD in India in areas like petrochemicals, infra-
structure and mining, amongst others. Saudi Ara-
bian oil company, ak.a. Aramco, proposed
investments in India’s energy sector to strengthen
the bonds between the two countries. This key
step would provide significant expansion of trade
and business for Saudi Arabia as the country looks
to decrease its dependency on oil.

Views: India, being a fast-growing economy, is
sure to attract investments. The expansion of trade
between the two countries will benefit India in a
lot of ways as it will secure the energy need of the
country if they arise, which I feel is very impor-
tant in today’s time. Hopefully, this proposal will
work out for the benefit of both the countries.
Charvi Mendiratta, AIS PV, XI E

Ban on export of onions
News: The government has banned export of
onions with ‘immediate effect’ to control soaring
prices after extended monsoon downpours delayed
harvests and supplies shrivelled. A stock limit of
100 quintals on retail traders and 500 quintals on
wholesale traders has been imposed. To give relief
to consumers, the government has built a central
buffer of about 56,700 million tonnes through
NAFED to supply onions throughout the country.
Views: This crucial step was very much required
as the soaring prices of onions had touched the sky.
The implementation of central buffer would help
to stop the hoarding by traders and further selling of
the same at unreasonable price, making it only dif-
ficult for consumers to buy the essential vegetable
very much required in every Indian household.
Pranavi Mendiratta, AIS PV, VII C
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Release of prisoners on Gandhi Jayanti
News: To commemorate the 150% birth anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi, several prisoners were released
from jails across India including 150 from Uttar
Pradesh alone. Transgender convicts aged 55 and
above, physically challenged prisoners with at least
70% disability, women convicts aged 55 and above,
and men of 60 years or more who have completed
half of their sentence were released under the special
remission scheme. However, this remission was not
granted to prisoners who were convicted for an of-
fense with life imprisonment or death penalty. This
marked the third phase of the scheme, where the pre-
vious two phases saw release the of 1,424 prisoners
on October 2, 2018 and April 6, 2019.

Views: Mahatma Gandhi believed that ‘the weak
can never forgive. Forgiveness is an attribute of the
strong’. I think that releasing the prisoners who had
been honestly carrying out their sentence and that
too without causing any harm is a noble act. This
act of forgiveness would give them a chance to im-
prove themselves and will surely help the prisoners
to start new life with a fresh perspective. They, for
once, would try to walk along the path of truth. The
move is a perfect example of Gandhian values.
Aarav Sharma, AIS PV, IX B
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Fire at migrant camp

A deadly fire, which killed one
person, broke out at the largest
Greek migrant camp, Moria, in
Lesbos. The fires were the
result of disputes between
different ethnic groups that
reside in the camp. The camp
was originally designed to
accommodate 3,000 people but
is currently being inhabited by
nearly 13,000 residents. As a
result, the Greek government
has decided to return 10,000
migrants to Turkey by the end of
the year 2020.
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Extreme fuel shortage hits
The country has been hitby a =
phenomenal fuel shortage, compelling vehicle
owners to line up outside petrol stations for days.
This crisis comes in addition to the already active
civil war between the Iran-aligned Houthi
movement and a Saudi-led coalition backed by
the western superpowers.

Free metro tickets for recyclers
As part of an environment-friendly
initiative, free metro tickets are
being offered to travelers who re-
cycle plastic bottles using machines set up in three of
Rome’s metro stations. This initiative was launched in
July and has proved so popular that a total of 350,000
bottles, with an average of 20,000 bottles daily, have

been recycled so far.

70 years of Communist rule
To commemorate the 70
anniversary of its Communist
rule, China organised a
military parade on October 1. Around 100,000
performers participated in the nationally televised
event that took place at China’s political heart-
Tiananmen Square. President Xi Jinping watched the

parade from The Gate of Heavenly Peace.
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A tribute to Gandhi

PM Narendra Modi released
150 INR commemorative
coins as a tribute to Gandhi on his 150" birth

anniversary. Also, while addressing children and
volunteers at Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad,

PM declared India as Open Defecation Free
(ODF) country, a target set in 2014 to fulfill
Gandhi’s dream of a ‘Swachh Bharat'.
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Debt hinders 1 billion USD
train project

In a mutual agreement, Malaysia
and Singapore have agreed on a
month’s delay for the decision to
go ahead with the billion-dollar
Rapid Transit System Link, a
project which plans to connect
the two countries. The countries
earlier suspended it in May this
year as Malaysia’s new
government, hit with 259.9 billion
USD of debt, reassessed the
projects announced by the
previous government. The RTS
Link, which was due to be
completed in 2026, has been
designed to carry 10000
passengers per hour.
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