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MOON RI BAAT .»

Third Time Is Indeed A Charm, Proves This Humble - l
Yet Impeccable Ensemble For Chandrayaan-3

Stuti Kalra, GT Network

n August 23 at 6:04
pm IST, India made
space history when

the Vikram lander of Chan-
drayaan-3 successfully landed
where no other nation had suc-
ceeded in reaching till now —
the south pole of the moon!
Even as we celebrate this mo-
mentous occasion and applaud
the hard work put in by ISRO
scientists, we must also ac-
knowledge and cheer for an
uncountable number of lesser
known institutions and unsung
heroes of India who have toiled
day and night to make India’s
lunar mission a resounding
success. In this article, we
bring to you some of these in-
spiring stories. Read on.

The soil story
Chandrayaan-3 is truly con-
nected to the Indian soil. Na-
makkal, a small district in
Tamil Nadu, also known as
Egg City and Transport City,
has laid its claim to fame by
supplying the necessary soil to
ISRO for testing and refining
Chandrayaan’s capability of
soft landing. Namakkal has
been the soil supplier to ISRO
for all its moon missions till
date, and this time around,
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Will the success of
Chandrayaan 3 alter India’s
global standing in the space
arena?

a) Maybe, a little
b) Significantly
¢) Not at all
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approximately S0 tonnes of
soil was sent for testing. This
is because the soil of Namak-
kal has properties very similar
to the soil present on moon,
which is anorthosite, a type of
intrusive igneous rock, par-
ticularly the kind in the region
where Vikram landed.

The fat boy

We all saw visuals of Chan-
drayaan-3 lifting off into
space. But, have you ever
wondered how the bits and
pieces manufactured in differ-
ent facilities of India came to-
gether to make  that
LVM3-M4 rocket, also known
as Fat Boy? Well, it was seam-
lessly assembled, all thanks to
the cutting-edge crane tech-
nology provided by Tata Steel,
which supplied the remark-
able electric overhead travel-
ing (EOT) crane that was
installed at the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre. The crane was
manufactured at Tata Growth
Shop in Jamshedpur.

The remote tracking
Far from us on Earth, but
nearer than anyone to the
moon; that’s what the non-
descript village of Byalalu,
Karnataka is. This village is
tracking, commanding, and lo-

and let the aura of this beautiful language enliven your senses.

cating Chandrayaan-3 (both
Vikram lander and Pragyan
rover), with an indigenously
built 32-metre dish antenna -#
as its centrepiece. This little-
known village, situated in re-
mote Karnataka, is home to a
world-class space tracking sta-
tion, which is built by ISRO to
locate, track, command, and
receive telemetry and scientific
data from the spacecraft.

The roving eyes
Pragyan rover is now explor-
ing the lunar surface, and
sending data back to ISRO.
But you would be surprised to
know that behind the roving
eyes of Pragyan is a Noida-
based startup called Omnipre-
sent Robot Technologies,
which has developed the Per-
ception Navigation Software
being used for this exploration.
The in-built software mimics
how humans perceive and
navigate their surroundings,
thus helping Pragyan to create
a 3-D map of the region with
just two cameras. The image
processing is done onboard the
spacecraft and the final 3-D
model is transmitted back to
the mission control centre, en-
abling scientists on earth to
steer the rover for a tour of the
photographed area.

Others who played a significant role and their contributions:
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»H#[l4 BHEL: Supplied their 100th battery to ISRO for Chandrayaan-3
Ananth Technologies: Onboard computers, control electronics, navigation

@TAK MTAR Technologies: Engines and booster pumps

The advent of September calls

for the celebration in
honour of one of our

national languages -
=/ Hindi. As the nation

rejoices in the linguistic

diversity of this rajbhasha

with myriad celebrations

| that culminate with ‘Hindi
Diwas’ on September 14, GT
also has a special ode for the

language. Here's presenting
'Part 1’ of our two-part Hindi Special Edition entailing four
pages (page 5-8) dedicated to Hindi. So, flip through these pages
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Larsen and Toubro: Critical booster segments, ground and flight

umbilical plates and PMTR.

Himson Industrial Ceramic: Squibs, a critical ceramic component
used to insulate internal wiring from extreme heat

Tata Consulting Engineers Limited (TCE): The solid propellant
plant, vehicle assembly building and mobile launch pedestal

Walchandnagar Industries: First-stage booster S200 and Flex
nozzle control tanks (height - 80 ft & diameter -12 ft)

Godrej & Boyce: LD engine for core stage and the CE20 engine
thrust chamber for the upper stage

Mishra Dhatu Nigam: Supplied critical materials like cobalt base
alloys, nickel base alloys, titanium alloys, and special steel

and subsystems
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CHINA

The National People’s
Congress Standing Committee
has received a draft of the Preschool Education Law with
the goal of improving preschool accessibility and
affordability. This measure is consistent with Beijing’s
efforts to increase childbearing rates following a six-
decade demographic decline. The proposed legislation
addresses excessive profiteering by preschool providers,
highlighting the need for a more balanced and
comprehensive preschool industry in the country.

® JAPAN

Lunar mission postponed

The much-anticipated lunar
expedition was called off just
27 minutes before lift-off due to

B B FRANCE

Ban on abaya dress

The country is
planning to ban
abaya dresses in
schools, claiming ¢
infringement of the ©
strict secular education regulations.
According to the government,
“secularism means the freedom to

emancipate oneself through school,”

and described the abaya as a

‘religious gesture’ that challenges the

secular nature of education. The
decision comes after months of
controversy over abayas in French
schools where Islamic headscarves
have long been outlawed.

Used clothes banned

The president has imposed a ban
on used clothing into Kampala,
citing the negative impact on the
local textile industry as well as the
origins of the apparel from
Westerners. According to Oxfam,
over 70% of donated apparel from
Europe and USA enters African
markets. Local manufacturers
have complained that the influx of
old clothing floods the market,
limiting Uganda’s advancement in
the cotton and textile value chain.

s

Strict attendance rules

The Ministry of Education made
public its decision to prosecute the
parents of children who remain
absent from school for 20 days
without an excuse or reason. As
per the plan laid out, the students
would be given three initial
warnings before they get
transferred to another school
through the Education Department
or worse, their parents are set to
trial under the provisions of the
Child Protection Law.

o INDIA

Javelin history made

Neeraj Chopra bagged gold in
javelin throw at the 2023 World
Athletics Championships, making
him the only Indian with two World
Championship medals. This victory
not only cemented his place as the
first Indian to accomplish such a
feat, but it also came with a cash
prize of 58 lakh INR. His incredible
journey was further emphasised by
his prior World Championships
medal, which made him one of the
few Indians to achieve this honour.

severe winds and typhoons in
the region, which posed
possible dangers to the
operation. While a new launch
date has not been set, it may
be delayed until September 15
to allow for critical activities
like refuelling. Following the
April crash of Tokyo-based
company ispace’s Hakuto-R
Mission 1 lander on the lunar
surface, which highlighted the
challenges of lunar
exploration, this mission has
garnered significance.

Tourist fee reduced by 50%
The nation has decided to reduce
its daily tourist fee of 200 USD to
100 USD, a change that would
take place from September 2023
and would last four years. The
decision has been made to give a
boost to the tourism sector and to
generate employment, earn
foreign exchange, and strengthen
overall economic growth. The fee
was hiked to the current 200 USD
from the charge of 65 USD in
September 2022 in order ‘to offset
the carbon generated by visitors’.

([ » New Zealand: Takahe, bird declared extinct in 1898, found again » North Korea: Tactical nuclear strike drill conducted
HETS 9 » UK: World’s first seven-minute cancer treatment jab rolled out » USA: Hurricane Idalia cost insurers 9.36 billion USD
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Winning Essays

Lean oh moral values

Holistic Development Is Imperative, Say The Terrific Teachers Of Amity

/

Tath to self-development

«“A student’s life is full of challenges, changes,
growth, and evolution. Children imbibe a lot of
lessons throughout their student years, most
of which stick with them for
the rest of their lives. Stu-
dents with high ethical values
become accountable, respon-
sible and honest people,
while those without moral
values to abide by become a
threat to themselves and so-
ciety. Education is the human endeavour of
self-development towards self-realisation,
self-actualisation, self-fulfilment and self-tran-
scendence. Hence, modern teaching method-
ologies must be balanced with sound moral
values. After all, education urges for the merg-
ing of the individual self with the universal and
the infinite.”
Rachna Bajaj

Amity Indian Military College, Manesar

Emolional infellgence is a must

“Children are the torchbearers of tomorrow’s leader-
ship. And this future is honed, crafted and nurtured.in
schools, where teachers play a sig-
nificant role. Teachers should pre-
pare them for every obstacle and
focus on not just imparting know!-
edge but also emotional intelli-
gence. We must make them ready
to face failure and develop them into good team
players - qualities needed for a natural leader.
They should make the environment around a
child such that he must recognise his
strengths and weaknesses, work on them,
and lead by example in the future. Morals
and ethics are needed in today’s world more
. than ever. It is a teacher’s job to take a
bunch of live wires and see that they are

" well-grounded.”

Pratibha Verma, AIS Gurugram 43

/

Emprﬂhy over 6V@I'Yﬂ'\ih9“

“Personally motivated by the

teachings of the Bhagavad

Gita, | strongly believe that a

good mentor values both.

Knowledge imparted without . .4

wisdom is dangerous. We

can teach our children to be -

creative and competitive, but if we do not teach

them to be thoughtful and hold themselves ac-

countable, we increasingly contribute towards a

world where success is measured only by

numbers, and not the lives it impacts. As we

teach our children how to express themselves

and how to count, we must also teach them to

listen to others express themselves too. While

leveraging technology to optimise the process of

imparting knowledge, it is my firm belief that

modern education rests upon three tenets - em-

pathy, ownership, and strong moral code.”
Sangeeta Bose, AIS Noida

for the child. ”

Topic

Modern teaching methodologies

must be balanced with sound
moral values for the holistic
growth of a child. Discuss.

Deepika Dogra, AIS Pushp Vihar

Adapt and j evolve

“Teachers have three loves: love of learning

love of learners, and the love of bringing the first,

two loves together, which

has become the need of the

hour. Post-pandemic, artifi-

cial intelligence and virtual

learning have taken the

times by storm. The objec-

tive lies in preparing the

learners to face global chal-

lenges seamlessly. However, the need for value
education is required to minimize the rapid de-
gradation of ethics in the youth. Busy preparing
for their future, they have lost touch with their
roots and tradition. Teachers must evolve them-
selves and be creative enough to adopt an un-
copventional approach in their teaching module
to inculcate values through the prescribed text
and beyond and yield desired results.”

Priti Khullar, AIS Noida

Gurus buld human character

“Apart from parents, it is the guru who occupies the
mos? important position in a child’s life. A teacher
provides the right kind of education and guidance
tq make a child into a better human being by making
hlm. aware of his responsibilities and duties towards
society and mankind. Therefore, the main task of an
gffegtive teacher is to impart education by keeping
In mind the changes and the development of both the past and pres-
ent..l.n current times, education should have the right balance betvF\J/
tradlt!on and modernity. Students cannot benefit only from o
bookish knowledge, they also have to be trained in
the practicalities and nitty-gritties of life. We need to
remember that the values a child learns in school
sta!y with him throughout his life and go along way in
building his character. Thus, it becomes paramount
that we ensure a well-balanced, value based learning
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Lead with compassioh

“With the deluge of information on the internet,
it sometimes becomes a lot for children to pro-
cess the material, resulting in
depression, pessimism, and a
constant requirement for val-
idation. A teacher, therefore,
has a pivotal role in paving
the path for the generation
Alpha. Imparting academic
knowledge is not even
scratching the surface of the role a teacher must
play in a hybrid teaching-learning process. We
must become the foundation for our students,
the roots that they can come back to when in
need of guidance or refuge. We as teachers
must re-establish ourselves as humans capable
of compassion, love, and emotions.”

Regina Mukherjee, AIS Gurugram 46

Culvating inate pofential

“But we aren’t teaching just a subject, we are raising a child,

not an object

Mauldng sludents wikh crealiily

“Post-pandemic, children have been spending
hours on the internet and
are entering areas which
were out of bound for them
earlier. However, their young
minds are not capable of
processing this influx of in-
formation and differentiating
good from bad. This is
where, we, as teachers, have to
intervene and make them aware of the ill effects
of the content they see, along with emphasising
the need for strong moral values. To this end, we
incorporated videos and exercises that sensi-
tised our students towards moral values of shar-
ing, caring, love, respect, anger management,
etc. Our pupils are like clay, it is we who can
shape them in any way.”

Parul Premi, AIS Mayur Vihar

Moderh meets Traditional

“Modeljn teaching methodologies  and
strategies should be utilised to the optimum so

thgt our students get the maximum benefit out
of it and be at par with stu-

dents from across the globe.

We need to adopt all such

advanced and state-of-the-

art practices that can equip

our students with the techni- )

cal know-how required to i{\:- '

make them competent and

gapable in the global market. But at the same
time, it is also important to ensure that our stu-
dents stay rooted in our culture and absorb
mor.al values. Strong Indian values like the
family system and the Gury Parampara system
help to inculcate feelings of empathy, right-
eousness, trust, honesty, sincerity and hard
work in the students.”

Krishna Sajit, AIS Navi Mumbai

Right care at @v momenT

“It i_s true that we need to constantly keep up-
dating our knowledge, skills, qualifications, and
ourrange of productivity and efficiency, but ihere
IS yet another deeper responsibility - a moral
one. Unlike other professions, our ‘profession’ is
noF Just a profession. We don’t deal with ma-
terials or software codes. We deal with children

We’re coding the blueprint of the future with love and pas-

sion in each tutor .

Education must be for life and for excellence we strive .

By cultivating the innate potential laden with values and life

skills essential . ‘ . ’
The nation has entered ‘Amrit Kal’, pledging to be a ‘golden bird world

The vision given is profound, living by Panch Pran around -

Teaching children to enjoy freedom with ample courage and wisdom
Transparency and sincerity is the real necessity . o
Mentoring future leaders is the mission to carve the nation that we envision.

material worth.”

Dr Anshu Arora, AIS Gurugram 43

For holistic development

“In today’s world, a child’s holistic development
is of utmost significance. Hence, the focus has
moved from mere academics to a balance be-
tween academics and extra-
curriculars. But what we have
missed in the process is value
education. It feels like moral
values are almost disappear-
ing in today’s generation.
With value education that en-
tails character development,
personality development, and spiritual devel-
opment, we can develop children into global cit-
izens with a strong character. Such children
know how to utilise their knowledge for the
benefit of mankind. Education is a lifelong pro-
cess that begins at school. Schools build the
base for a student’s future, and teachers play a
key role here. They must aim at training chil-
dren with the right values and attitude.”

Vibha Sarin, AlS Noida

Moral values are

“As times have changed, so
have the teaching method-
ologies. Howbeit, we as
educators, need to empha-
sise the importance of
moral values in life. The
BHAAG formula given by
our respected Founder Sir
has all the components required for success
and contains the basis of moral values like
hard work, honesty, and justice, which are
also the foundation of being a great leader.
With the exposure of learners to various on-
line content, it is extremely important that the
value of decision making, as to what is right
or wrong, is inculcated in children. So, the role
of family, school, and society to ensure the
moral and ethical development of children is
greater than ever before.”

Chanda Singh, AIS Saket

every day who need the ri
moment. The skill re
delicate and nuan

; ght kind of care every
quwe_d to deal with human worth is far more
ced in nature than taking care of any

Ruchita Singh, AGS Noida

Educalion promotes culture

“Th_e purpo;e of a country’s education system is
nation-building. Thus, in nurturing a child, family

values and character-

building are far more

important than an academic

system fueled by tech. A

child spends maximum time

with his family and then in

school, hence the

responsibility of educators to

mcglcate good moral values increases manifold.
Indian education system is increasingly relying
on modern tools of teaching, and this has
Created a huge chasm between our ancient
va}lue systems and modern learning processes
Itis, therefore, important that children are madé
aware of ancient Vedic practices, while
Inculcating in them values of patriotism and
respect for our heritage and culture.”

Neelkamal, AIS Jagdishpur

All the experiences shared on page 3-4 are extracts from the winning essays penned by teachers as part of the fifth essay writing competition conducted under
the guidance of Chairperson, Amity Group of Schools & RBEF, Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan, on the special occasion of Teachers' Day 2023.

Watch out for the next edition as more teachers share their experiences ...
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The valiant duo

Short story| Partll

|

Avika Agarwal, AIS Vas 6, VIII

...continued from Aug 28 edition
The terrifying twins got locked up
in a cage. “Have fun locked up in
there,” Asha said grinning, as the
duo walked back to their house.

fter their victory over
Miss Strickler’s conspir-
acy, Asha and Ashley

were overjoyed. As their summer
break was about to start, curious
Ashley asked her sister, “Do you
want to go check on the twins?”
Asha nodded in agreement. Once
they reached the cave, they found
the terrifying twins locked up be-
hind bars. Relieved, they decided
to go back. As they turned, they
were surprised to see a little girl.
“Relax, I am not an intruder. My
name is Ondina. [ am a mermaid.
I am aware that you know magic,
but I can help you learn mermaid
magic”, whispered the little girl.
Aroused by the tempting proposal,
they readily agreed. Ondina held
their hands, and they zapped into
a building called Mermaid Magix.

Upon their arrival, they were wel-
comed by Nerissa and Isabella.
“Meet these girls who outsmarted
the terrifying twins and trapped
them behind bars. It’s time we
teach them our magic,” said On-
dina. Soon they began their magic
lessons and, in no time, both Ash-
ley and Asha learnt several magic
skills. As they finished their les-
sons, they noticed that they had
developed mermaid-like tails.
“Wow! These lessons have turned
us into a mermaid. We never knew
that mermaids existed for real!”,
said Asha. “Well, they do, but only
the three of us survived the attack
of Tritannus, a deadly dragon who
wiped out the whole Marian pod”
explained Isabella. After learning
to transform back into human
form, both the sisters consoled her
and bid goodbye.

While returning, they decided to
relax by a lake. To feel the cool
flowing stream, Asha dipped her
hand in water and was taken aback
by a huge dragon. Putting the
magic skills into use, they made

KNOW ME

MY FAVOURITES

| “Meet these girls who
outsmarted the terrifying
twins and trapped them

behind bars. It’s time we
teach them our magic.”

themselves invisible and ran to
Mermaid Magix. “Oh no, Tritan-
nus has come back for us! Now
that he has sniffed you both, he
can easily find us,” said Isabella.
“How do we terminate him?”
asked the sisters. As all of them
were distressed, when suddenly, a
page appeared. It read...
Tritannus will end us all
Without mermaids, world will fall
We all know that you can help
Whether we scream or we yelp
Ondina suggested using the magi-
cal mermaid tears. Ashley col-
lected the tears and poured them
on a paper, transforming it into a
box with a potion in it. “This is
Tars Morana, the potion that once
captured Tritannus,” said Ondina.
They went to the cave and waited
for Tritannus. As it came closer,
Ashley poured the potion on it,
freezing and shattering it. “Yay,
we did it” exclaimed everyone.
“Now our mission is to restart the
Marian pod,” Isabella said.
“Yes, but we need to go back
now,” Asha said, “we have had
enough adventure for a day.”GH
To be continued...

A new word: Zapped
Meaning: Move or cause to
move suddenly and rapidly.

Anika Garg

walnut bread

HFirst, sieve all-purpose flour,
corn flour, cinnamon powder,
baking powder and baking soda
in a bowl and mix them.
BThen, mash the ripe bananas
and combine them with refined
oil and milk in a separate bowl.
HIn another bowl, whisk eggs
and sugar until sugar gets dis-
solved and the eggs are flufty.

Anika Garg, AGS Gur, IX
B e 2
Powdered SUZAT ........c.ooiieieiiiiiieieieereeeeesee e 100 g
Refined 01l.....c.oooeuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicccccc e 70 ml
IMILK e 40 ml
RiIPE DANANA ...ttt 110 g
All-purpose flour (Maida) ..........ccccceeceveeeoisoeneneieisenieieeanens 80 g
CONTIOUL ...ttt 20g
BaKing POWAET .....c.oeviiiirieieiiiiiieieiieieeieteiteie sttt 4g
BaKing SOAa .....ccueiieieiiiiieieiiitiieieie ettt 4g
CINNAMON POWART ...ttt ettt ettt ere e 8g
Chopped WalNULS .....c.coviivirieieiitiieieieieeieieeeie e a handful

EMix everything together thor-
oughly to create a uniform and
consistent mixture and add
chopped walnuts.

MPreheat the oven at 180 de-
grees for 10 minutes. Grease the
bread mold with oil and pour the
mixture in it.

mBake it for 18 minutes in the
oven, and you are done.

Ok, that lunax embrace

My name: Teacher: Shipra Singh ma’am
Aradhya Srivastava  Subject: Math s ] ? $ :
My Class: V B Friend: Devanshi Khairwar Amaira Shrivastava, AIS Noida, VII L . A-lunar legacy with gleaming beam
My school: Game: Badminton : : + - + o Vs
AIS VKC Lucknow  Cartoon: Shinchan In lunar glow, a'drearh takes flight From Chandrayaan’s orbiter; we see ,
My birthday: Food: Pizza . Our nation’s spirits shine all bright Our nation’s soul, immortal and fr.ee
March 24 Mall: Wave Mall The land of India, so rich and vast ° A cosmic dance, and a-tale of grace
Book: Diary of a Wimpy Kid Reaches the Moon, a journey fast lunar-embrace.
MY DREAMS AND GOALS From Earth’s clasp, we dared to rise

Hobby: Dancing

I like: Traveling

I dislike: Shopping

My role model: My mother

I want to become: A doctor

I want to feature in GT because: I aspire to
help others and make a difference in society

Through space, we seized the skies
On L#na’s surface, footsteps grace
A touch of India, in moonlit space

A billion hepes, and the nation’s pride |
With courage vist, we dared to ride
In unity, we cast a beautiful dream

R 2 e, IR
Illustration: Ananyaa Bhardwaj, AIS Saket, V B




Panel Discussion

K[} Youth Power 2022-23
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Being pawsitive

A Compassionate Approach To Promoting The Well-Being Of Animals Living On Streets

outh Power is an annual social leadership pro-
gramme organised by The Global Times, where
different teams from Amity schools engage in

Nurturing bonds and
cultivating harmony

Panellist: Dr Rajeev Jain

Former president, People For Animals
& managing trustee, Samvedna
Charitable Trust

“Fostering harmony with dogs requires a
shift in language and perspective like re-
placing the term ‘stray’ with ‘street dogs,’
acknowledging their place in urban fauna,
using he/she instead of ‘it’ to consider
them sentient etc. Animal lovers play a
pivotal role in dispelling aversion towards
animals, which is why we must engage in
effective conduct to win hearts. The hatred
for them often originates from feeding of
street animals as it leads to more dogs
gathering at one spot, making people fear-
ful. However, sterilisation is paramount in

varied social causes in several stages. One of them is
‘Panel Discussion’where experts from different walks of
life discuss several aspects of the chosen social cause.
Here's presenting Part I of this exclusive series, based
on the panel discussions organised by YP teams in 2022-
23, and a host of opinions as experts debate on ‘Animal
Cruelty’, the cause chosen by the YP team of ALS Saket.

preventing escalation. Conversion from
animal aversion to affection is definitely
feasible, but the approach for the same
must be non-aggressive as hostility harms
both, the animals as well as the
cause. Peaceful communica-

2OV

tion and raising awareness is &Q
vital to dispel fear and to .
prevent further harm.” Qo

Uniting the community for
animal welfare

Panellist: Vasundhara Anand

Founder, Kvaab Welfare Foundation
“A major issue is bridging the gap be-
tween people living around animals and
those rescuing them. Five

years ago, when we started
feeding dogs, some people
were uncomfortable. Ho-
wever, our efforts, like the
ABC programme and vac-
cinations, set a good exam-
ple, easing their worries.
When people witness our
dedicated work, their com-
fort grows. Even former L

skeptics now ask for dog
medicines, which proves that g
change is possible once we address
misinformation. Also, finding a neutral
feeding ground is important; the com-
munity can fix a spot where they can feed
the animals. Generally, if you give com-
munity animals one meal
a day, they don’t bother
you. Therefore, respon-
sible feeding and vaccina-
tion is crucial. Positive
shifts happen; people tend
more to dogs if they are
vaccinated. As compas-
sion become evident,
myths shatter, fostering
understanding.”

[ER

Laws and provisions for
animal protection

Panellist: Gauri Maulekhi
Animal welfare advocate
“The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act allows us to take the abused animals
to places of safety. What matters to the
animal is escaping terrible conditions
and having access to basics like food,
water, and care. We should utilise the
act’s benefits till the time there are better
amendments in place. While the law
may not be ideal, and penalties minimal,
we can use it to ensure animal safety.
Begin by using the act to immediately
alleviate suffering, and consider legal
steps to hold wrongdoers
90 accountable. Such efforts can
‘3:) bring a change. This approach

%3 aligns with our training for

= ofld 9 Rajeev Jain (Guest) (3 #

Jasmine (Guest) (g

magistrates and police where they are
taught to not let the animals return to
their abusers. Additional rules dictate that
the abused becomes court property,
safeguarding its  welfare. While
challenges persist, remember that life
itself is full of obstacles.”

Expert Speak
Dispelling
misconceptions

Panellist: Jasmine Damekwala
Supreme court advocate

“Firstly, not all dogs bite, and those who
do, aren’t necessarily rabid.

It’s crucial to correct this
myth. For instance, if a
child fears dogs, calmly
explain that a curious dog
is trying to be friendly by
sniffing the child. If you
are treating the dogs well
and not being aggressive,
they will not harm you.
Random biting is rare; ag-

gression usually arises from provocation.
The issue of dogs chasing vehicles also
needs to be addressed. People assume it’s
unprovoked, but often, previous teasing
experience makes the dog wary. The dog
expects similar behaviour from everyone.
Even if a child doesn’t provoke, past ex-
periences make the dog
cautious and trigger de-
fensive actions. To pre-
vent such attacks, educate
others about this cycle. By
reasoning with people and
demonstrating proper be-
haviour, we can foster un-
derstanding and peaceful
interactions with these
wonderful animals.”
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The green win

Amitians Among Top 100 Green Innovators

| F—

Young tech enthusiasts explaining their project

Young techies

n inter-house Robo-
tronics competition was
held for the students of

Class VI-VIII on July 12, 2023.
Themes of the competition were
Drone, Innovative Robots and
Robotic tools using pressure
concept. Students from all the
four houses, namely Alaknanda,
Bhagirathi, Madakini, and Pa-
wani presented their remarkable
tech skills through projects,
model, presentations and videos.

Schools and RBEF with facilita-
tion by Amity’s Children Science
Foundation (ACSF).

laksh Jay Bhatt (X) and ‘Auto Gas
Shutter’ by Purvi Gupta (VIII) and
Mishti Gupta (IX). The other two
projects from AIS Noida were
‘Smart Soil’ (Smart Irrigation Sys-
tem) by Tejswa Pratap (X) and
‘Marigold larvicide’ (Mosquito
Repellent) by Stuti Priya (X). All
the young innovators received a
certificate and E-Green Frontiers
badge and they will now be com-
peting for being the top-30 proj-
ects nationwide.

The grand green feat has been
achieved under the visionary guid-
ance of Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan,
Chairperson, Amity Group of

ACSF

First position in the competition
was bagged by Bhagirathi house,
comprising Aviral Kansal, Swas-
tik Pandey and Kulsum Quraishy
(VIII) and Adwita Srivastava
(VI). Pawani house, comprising
Aryaveer Singh and Sidharth
Sharma (VIII) and Vaibhavi
Singh and Atharv Gupta (VII),
bagged second position. Third
position went to Mandakini
house, comprising Akyaash
Rawat (VI), Aarya Rathore
(VII), Ifa Zehra (VII), and Aa-
lesh Kumar (VIII).

ive projects by young green
F innovators from AIS Vas 6

and AIS Noida made it to
Top 100 at The Green Innovation
Challenge* organised by Niti
Aayog, Atal Innovation Mission,
and Dell Technologies in collabo-
ration with state governments
from July 20-28, 2023. Three proj-
ects from AIS Vas 6 which made it
to the top were Solar ‘Sanitation
Squad’ by Dhruvi Gupta and Hi-
tika Mathur both from Class XII;
‘Nutrokids’ by Pranav Gupta (X),
Vibhushi Aggarwal (XI) and Nee-

*The Green Innovation Challenge
is an international competitive
platform founded upon the funda-
mental idea that youth are crucial
in driving change towards a sus-
tainable future. The challenge
aims to foster critical thinking, sci-
entific literacy, and creative ex-
pression among high school
students, while driving home the
message of urgent need for action
to address climate change and en-
vironmental degradation. €

" Dr Rai explains the basics of innovation
Guiding young
innovators
AIS Vasundhara 6

n ATL mentoring session was held
Aon August 18, 2023, for young inno-

vators of Amity of Class VI-XII.
The session was undertaken by Dr Amit Rai,
Dean (Quality Assurance and Accreditation),
IIMT College of Management who briefed
students about the present scenario of inno-
vation and start up culture in India. He dis-
cussed the importance of promoting out of
the box thinking and innovation at school for
enhancement of higher education and im-
proved chances of employability. He also
emphasised that India, is now on the cusp of
entering its Amritkaal with a lot of opportu-
nities, therefore, students should strive to be
courageous to do things differently.

AERC

delegation of seven
students and two
teachers of Nikolaus-

Von-Kues Gymnasium, Ger-
many participated in ‘Nurturing
Leadership  Program’ held
under the aegis of Amity Edu-
cational Resource Centre
(AERC) from March 30 - April
6, 2023. The unique program
envisioned by Dr (Mrs) Amita
Chauhan, Chairperson, Amity
Group of Schools and RBEF
aims to provide international
students a holistic learning ex-
perience and develop their
communication skills, life skills
and leadership qualities along
with students of Amity. The
program was launched in 2015
and has been organised with 8
countries earlier, namely Slova-
kia, Hungary, Slovenia, France,
Switzerland, Denmark, Nether-
lands, and Germany. The ex-

The German delegation at Goethe Institute

periences encompass living
with a local host family, experi-
ential workshops, learning a
new language, visiting places
of, historical, geographical and
scientific significance, etc.

The German students experi-
enced an enriching exposure to
Indian traditions at the homes
of host families they stayed
with. During their stay in India,
they visited several historical
sites in Delhi, Jaipur and Agra
as well as the sprawling campus
of Amity University, Jaipur.

They also visited Goethe Insti-
tute and met Dr Marla Stuken-
berg, director, Max Muller
Bhavan. At AIS Noida, they
learnt the Indian traditional art
of Bandhej and carried the du-
pattas they made back home
with them as mementos. They
also met Amitasha students
who to everyone’s delight inter-
acted with them in German.
Christian Franzen, a teacher
from Germany, also taught
chemistry to Class X students
of AIS Noida.

Chairperson with teachers from Germany

The German delegation was ac-
corded a warm farewell at a cer-
emony graced by the
Chairperson, along with Puneet
Kaur, head of educational pro-
gram, and Shilpa Sharma, proj-
ect manager from Goethe
Institute, and host parents. Par-
ents also shared their experi-
ence of hosting German
students. German teachers
Christian Franzen and Fran-
ziska Renée Bauer thanked the
Chairperson and Amity for
their warm hospitality. 6l
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Budding wordsmith...

...\Weaves Magic With A Cogent Stroke Of Her Pen

Maya Louise Joshi
AGS Gur, XII

ertain authors stand out as creative
‘ lighthouses in the arena of words

and imagination, producing tales
that take us to far-off lands and challenge
our viewpoints. Gauri Sharma, a student
of Class IX from AGS Gurugram, unde-
niably falls into that category. Her first
novel, ‘Of Vengeance and Ashes’, has taken
the literary world by storm for its distinct
storyline and writing style. Let’s explore
this young author’s amazing journey of
writing and getting her book published.

Myriad expressions
Positive feedback for my sketch comics
sparked my interest in writing. I’ve also
been inspired by hundreds of novels I’ve
read. I used the solitude forced by the pan-
demic to do research for my book and wrote
every day. That’s how this seamlessly inter-
twined mix of history, astronomy, astrology,
and mythology emerged. A complex tale
that transcends the genre of fiction, this
300-page book is a total package with lots
of plot twists.

Passion project

Writing has never been a ‘chore’ for me; it
is a passion that has pushed me to move
beyond the stereotype of being the ‘perfect
student’. I rarely verbalise my inner self or
anxieties apart from when I am writing. It’s
like sunshine breaking through the crack of
morning, and it’s one of the few things that
keeps me going. One of the most common
issues for authors is writer’s block, but I’ve
never experienced it. The only time I stop
writing is when I’'m sick or have an exam
coming up.

Engaging content

When I was doing research for my book, I
came across an intriguing Shakespearean an-
ecdote. In 1759, Reverend Francis Gastrell
set fire to Shakespeare’s estate. It was a
rather small historical episode, but I decided
to exploit that discrepancy and create a novel
out of it. The theme of my work is ‘rebirth’
and rising like the Phoenix, and the title
‘Ashes’ originated from the fact of Shake-
speare’s home being set on fire. Revenge,
too, is a significant theme in my work. So,
when [ tied it all together, ‘Of Vengeance and
Ashes’ cropped up!

GT Author’s Desk

Title
Of Vengeance
and Ashes
Author
Gauri Sharma

Price
INR 700

Available on
Amazon and
Flipkart

Logical conclusion
1 started writing this
book when I was 13
and it took me two
years to complete it. It
was another six months
before I found a pub-
lisher. The novel as such
went through extensive edit-
ing and rewriting; there were also
moments when I felt like giving up, con-
vinced that I wouldn’t be able to finish it. @

But I am stubborn and once I start anything, N\ VENGEAN
I'make sure I finish it. Even though I didn’t ;
have a concept in mind when I began, 1
knew I had to write a book.

Meaningful message
I have always felt other people’s emotions
deeper than my own. If people start seeing
the world as consisting of other people just
like them, who have their own thoughts and
preferences, then only can we prosper and
make progress!GH

ALBUM REVIEW

Album: Vaaqif

Artist: The Local Train
Release date: January 19, 2018
Genre: Indie-rock

Synopsis: Vaaqif is the second
album put out by The Local
Train, one of India’s top indie-
rock groups. The album, just like
its name suggests, is a much
more evolved version of the
group’s overall perspective on
life and musical journey thus far.
And that’s exactly why each
song in it, be it Khudi, Gustaakh,
or even Aaftaab, has its own
story to tell. From poignant bal-
lads to energetic anthems, the
whole album is a sonic explora-
tion of human emotions. The
songs stir our soul with lyrics
such as ‘kar yakeen dekh tu ki/

aaftab wo haseen/ hai chupa
yahin kahin.’

Why it is worth listening: The
album has eight songs in total,
all of which portray a wide
soundscape, making it a perfect
musical experience for those
who have an appetite for punchy

ROCK YOUR SOUL!

riffs, heavy drums, and powerful
vocals. Lyrically, the album
covers a variety of themes - from
self-actualisation to dealing with
troubling times - reflecting on all
the experiences the band gained
through their personal journey.
The subjects encompassed
would also easily resonate with
all those who give it a sincere
listen. So, go bless your ears and
refresh your weary soul, one
song from Vaaqif at a time!
Favourite song: Khudi (it is not
just a song with catchy beats and
soulful lyrics, it is rather a jour-
ney that drags us off the estab-
lished path and shows us that we
humans are more alike than we
are different.)

Rating: 4.5/5

Review by: Amishi Jain

AIS Mayur Vihar, Alumna

Amaya Gupta, AIS Gurugram 46, II C, poses with her copy of
The Global Times in front of Mount Fuji, Japan. With a
summit elevation of around 12,389 feet and a diameter of 30
miles, it is deemed as the tallest mountain in the nation and
the second-highest volcano located on an island in Asia.

Got some clicks with GT while on the go? Get them featured!
Send them to us at grtravels@theglobaltimes.in
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