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As WhatsApp pay goes live
amongst other virtual pay-
ment methods, do you think
it will aid in strengthening
the concept of Digital India?

a) Yes b) No c) Can’tsay

To vote, log on to
www.theglobaltimes.in
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Do you think Centre’s move
to bring in a new law
through an ordinance to deal
with air pollution in Delhi-
NCR region will help in
improving the air quality?
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From Wok To Walks Of Life, COVID Changed Our Equation With Food

The bad blames

As much as the pandemic has come with
arevelation for one section, the less priv-
ileged have, for the nth time, been forced
to face the horrors of inequality as their
stomachs struggle to survive. Crippled

www.theglobaltimes.in

Mrinal Verma, GT Network

he UN World Food Programme

I was accorded the Nobel Peace
Prize for the year 2020, a year that e 4
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will go down in history as the year of pan-

lion entries on TikTok and viral posts of
baked breads, pancake cereals and focac-
cia art were seen on Instagram. In a survey

by Hubbub, around 57% of people admit-
ted they valued food more in the post-pan-
demic world, leading to a change not just
in the cooking process, but also in how the
world shops for eatables. Grocery store
trips saw a decline of 15% within the first

demic. One would, thus, subsequently ex- 9 £ . 3 months of the pandemic, aided by the ~economies, bankrupt businesses, pay-
pect those working towards developing ( ’ . @ L } g’ rise of its electronic counterpart.  cuts or no pay at all will lead to as many
an arsenal against the virus to be lauded ) L® S £ C U %= With online grocery startups ac-  as 132 million more people than previ-

as peacemakers. So, it may come as a sur- counting for 40% of total e-
prise to many that in a corona struck era, * " commerce funding in India

it was food that emerged triumphant. ,/_ L = & «..» and online grocery sales hit-
Amidst all the media attention to the 4 __ —y m i J. T
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ting 7.2 billion USD in the
conspicuous sufferings caused by US alone till June, humanity
the corona chaos, we tend to over- has spiced up their love life
look the inconspicuous suffering of with food even in these difficult times.
hunger victims. But while hunger is just
one side of the food-virus potboiler;
there’s a happier version too — one that
you find on social media as people take

to unleashing their hidden chefs, cour- ;
@

ously projected going hungry by the end
of 2020, making this year’s gain to be
more than triple of any increase noted in
this century. Farmers sit with rotten crops
as the supply chain stands disturbed,
landing as much as 50% of produce in
waste, whereas countries like Yemen,
South Sudan, Venezuela etc, stand on the
brink of famine. India, one of the largest
food producers in the world, ironically
also houses more than 1 billion people
who could not afford healthy diets even
— before the lockdown, a number that has
increased in today’s time.
And the effect of this COVID-triggered
hunger will be seen for a long time to
come as the United Nations predicts
that as many as 909 million people
would be undernourished by 2030.
With the world hunger killing more
than the virus infection, maybe it’s
time for us to reconsider who the real
enemy is.

tesy — lockdowns and work from
homes. Here’s bringing you the happy
and sad sides of this story.

The good games
Grocery shopping - what used
to be an everyday task became a battle-
field in the times of Coronavirus. Factors
like the ration being finite, increased
dread of being infected, free time on our
hands, and no domestic help, came to-
gether to create a new-found appreciation
for the meals consumed. With restaurants
being shuttered down, 85% of the con-
sumers changed their food habits, 30%
saw a decrease in junk food consumption,
according to IFIC, and 60% preferred
home-cooked meals. Proof of these could

Following the words said by WFP at
their Nobel Prize citation ‘Until the
day we have a medical vaccine, food
is the best vaccine against chaos’, we
can only hope that a cure for both,
world hunger and Coronavirus, will be
found before too many casualties have
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MUNs: the way forward

Gearing Up The Youth, The Future Changemakers To Cope With What's Coming Next

Anupriya Bhatnagar
Vas 1, XII C

virtuoso in the field of politi-
Acal affairs, human rights and
education, Karanpreet Kaur,

Senior Policy Officer, Embassy of
Netherlands is a name to cite. Known
or her ardent advocacy for collabora-
ions and partnerships between HEIs
(Higher Education Institutions) in
India and the Netherlands, Karan-
preet Kaur has engaged in multiple
researches, analyses and reports
on socio-economic-political de-
velopments in India and South
Asia region. As she attended the
opening ceremony of AIMUN
2020 as an esteemed guest, GT re-

porter couldn’t miss the opportunity to
interact with her and engage in a one-
on-one. We bring you excerpts.

MUNs should be a compulsory part of
the curriculum...as they play a signifi-
cant role in shaping an individual. The
world today is facing many issues such
as climate change, escalating political
tensions and lately the COVID-19 pan-
demic. To find solutions for the same,
leaders from various countries are com-
ing together and working on bilateral
and multilateral levels through institu-
tions like the WTO, ASEAN, EU, UN,
etc. For these initiatives to be success-
ful, it is imperative that those sitting at
the table possess certain skills and de-
bate about these problems from politi-
cal, scientific, economic and social
viewpoints. It is important that the par-
ticipating leaders have diverse views.
This is where MUNs come to play, as
they give the young delegates a first-
hand experience to learn and acquire
these skills.

Whether physical or virtual, MUNs are
integral... to nurturing youth as the
leaders of tomorrow. It cannot be denied
that physical MUNs bring with them a
certain socio-emotional feel that the cur-

b rent hardware and software lack to pro-

vide in online MUNs. Also, the
requisite infrastructure which is re-

Rashi Garg Amity University

GT reporter with Karanpreet Kaur

quired to be able to access these online
MUNS s isn’t available to all. Yet, at the
same time, it is also true that virtual
MUNSs have broken geographical and
time constraints with sessions becoming
diverse, inclusive and participative as
they include people from around the
globe. As a result, virtual MUNs have
broadened the spectrum of views pour-
ing in, which was otherwise limited in
physical MUN:S. So, like everything else
virtual MUNSs too have their own pros
and cons. The bottom line being-MUNSs
are important, whether it is in the phys-
ical realm or virtual.

Youth is a wonderful resource... and
MUNs tap this resource in the right
manner. Whenever there are issues lurk-
ing in the society, the adults look at
them in a rigid manner which cannot be
dissuaded easily. While on the other
hand, when the young ones are asked to
present their views on those very issues,
they offer unique perspectives that yield

absolutely fantastic and unique solutions
that are often the ones most required on
the table. And, that’s the reason why in-
ternational bodies like the UN are pur-
suing active involvement of the youth,
to be able to tap into this wonderful re-
source successfully. All in all, youth is
the most powerful resource any nation
can have, and MUNSs act as a catalyst in
channelising this resource in a proper
way.

MUNs ensure the coming together...of
the world to protect our planet. The rel-
evance of MUN has enhanced in this
globalized world. Over the course of
centuries, we have seen the world evolve
from cities to states to nations and now a
globalized planet. The interaction
amongst different communities and
tribes gave birth to this wonderful world
we have today. On the other hand, this
globalisation and the activities associated
with it have hampered our planet. Now,
the duty lies on the shoulders of every
country, every city, every state to come
together and work to protect mother
earth. And this sustainable economic
progress can only be ensured by the con-
cept of MUNS. Colloquiums like MUNs
help the future policy makers to come to-
gether under one roof, analyse the prob-
lems they have to deal with and work on
their skill set accordingly. Gl
...Continued on page 6
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News and Views

Our eyes are about 1 inch across
and weigh around 7 grams.
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Nandini Medhi, GT Network

hile we sit on our couch just breathing,
a lot of things happen around us, and
sometimes in our very own country. We

bring you the ones worth mentioning.

Strategic policy unit for AYUSH

News: To enable growth of AYUSH (Ayurveda,
Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Ho-
moeopathy) sector, the ministry has joined hands
with Invest India, a national investment promotion
and facilitation agency to plan a strategic policy
unit called ‘Strategic Policy & Facilitation Bureau
(SPFB)’. The bureau will help the AYUSH ministry
in policy making initiatives and stimulate growth
and investment.
Views: At a time when the whole world has be-
come much more aware and concerned about one’s
health, it is a smart move by the government to en-
gage and promote the growth of the AYUSH min-
istry. This move will certainly help in the organised
spread of India’s traditional medical knowledge,
which has been performing wonders for the last
5000 years. The decision portrays the government’s
mindfulness as their partnership with Invest India
will undoubtedly usher health benefits to even more
households, in an age where it is needed the most.
Tanishq Jagoori, AIS Vas 1, XII D

Launch of first seaplane service

News: PM Narendra Modi has launched the first
ever seaplane service in Gujarat under SpiceJet’s
fully-owned subsidiary, Spice Shuttle. Plying from
Ahmedabad to the Statue of Unity, tickets are
priced from INR 1500-5000 under the UDAN
scheme. Within two days of its launch, the service
saw almost 3000 bookings. The seaplane service
would help improve regional connectivity as well
as promote tourism.

Views: The recent introduction of the seaplane
services is highly beneficial for the Indian Aviation
sector. This effort by the UDAN scheme seeks to
connect the unconnected parts of India. Coupled
with MoUs with manufacturers like Japanese sea-
plane manufacturer, Setouchi Holdings, will help
explore the possibilities of utilising amphibian
planes in a cost-effective manner.

Avisha Dhiman, AIS Gur 46, XII I

News: Considering the adverse effects of firecrack-
ers on COVID-19 patients as well as people with
heart and respiratory diseases, the Rajasthan govt.
has put a blanket ban on the sale and bursting of
firecrackers. This move by the government is also
an attempt to reduce the level of air pollution that
engulfs Northern India during the festive season.
Views: The decision taken by the Rajasthan CM is
a bold move. In a country like India, having a vast
Hindu population, such a decision wouldn’t other-
wise be appealing to the general public. However,
this is a thoughtful decision and citizens should
fully cooperate with it. This move will not only help
lessen air pollution but it will also protect COVID-
19 patients and those suffering from health issues,
by making sure that no poisonous smoke is emitted.
Saryu Sawhney, AIS Mayur Vihar, XII G

‘Secure Application for the Internet’ app for
Indian Army soldiers

News: In line with ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’, the In-
dian Army has launched its own secure messaging
app known as ‘Secure Application for the Internet
(SAI)’. Similar to popular messaging apps such as
WhatsApp and Telegram, SAI too, has end-to-end
encryption messaging protocol and will provide
secure voice, text and video calling services. The
application has been developed by Col Sai Shankar
and has also been tested by the government’s nodal
agency CERT-in empanelled auditor and Army
Cyber Group.
Views: The new messaging app for soldiers could-
n’t have come at a better time. Given the fact that
many apps were recently banned from the Indian
Army due to security concerns, including What-
sApp, an app like SAI can be tremendously helpful
for soldiers to stay connected to their near and dear
ones. Recently, the Indian Army detected Chinese
and Pakistan’s online espionage agents attempting
to attain classified intelligence and data. Keeping
this in mind, SAI will also help ease official com-
munications without any threat of cyber warfare.
Siddharth Kishore, AIS Gur 43, XI A

W

Withdrawal from Paris
Climate Agreement

The country has become the
first nation to formally withdraw
from the Paris Climate
Agreement, that seeks to
strengthen global response to
climate change. Although
announced by President
Donald Trump in 2017, the
decision has come into effect
now due to complex UN
regulations. Currently, the
United States is responsible for
almost 15% of global
greenhouse gas emissions.
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GT keeps the newswire
ticking by bringing you news
from around the globe

SAUDI ARABIA

Relaxation in restrictions for workers

With effect from March 2021,
to promote employment and
talent overseas, several
restrictions on low paid
migrant workers will be
removed under the new ‘Labour Relation Initiative’.
“The workers can change their jobs by transferring
their sponsorship from one employer to another,
leave and re-enter the country and secure final exit
visas, ” according to the government officials.

KOSOVO

President steps down from his position

Hashim Thaci, president of
Kosovo, has resigned after
being charged with war crimes
and crimes against humanity,
with regard to the 1990s
Kosovo'’s independence war

from Serbia. Thaci has been accused of committing
nearly 100 killings of people from Kosovo Albanian,
Serb, Roma, and other ethnicities.

INDONESIA
Country falls into recession

For the first time in 22 years,
the country has been facing
recession, following a fall of
5.32% in the second quarter
and a fall of 3.49% in the

third quarter of 2020. Apart from agriculture,

Indonesia’s economy heavily relies on tourism, a

sector heavily affected by the COVID-19

pandemic. It has been predicted that almost 3.5
million people could lose their jobs owing to this.

[ TURKEY

Imposition of fine on social media companies

Social media giants such as
Facebook, Tik Tok, Twitter
and Instagram have been
fined 10 million lira for
breaching a new social media
law passed in Turkey.
According to the law, the Turkish authorities can
remove offensive content from social media platforms
rather than blocking access to that particular platform.

Jacinda Ardern sworn in for the second term as Prime Minister » Greece: The country goes into a second
lockdown for three weeks due to COVID-19 surge » Canada: Rare strain of swine flu found in a human

I I% SRI LANKA
Whales rescued after mass
beaching

The country’s navy and coast
guard, along with volunteers,
rescued around 100 stranded
pilot whales in the biggest mass
beaching ever recorded. After a
laborious rescue, the whales
stranded in Panadura, 25 kms
from Colombo, were pushed back
into the waters using jet skis that
were provided by local water
sports clubs.




Human eye

The human eye can differentiate
approximately 10 million different colours.
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Discussing Education: Retrospection And Resilience To The Pandemic And Beyond

What: Panel discussion on ‘Education: Retrospec-
tion and resilience to the Pandemic and beyond’
When: October 22, 2020

Where: AIBAS, AUUP

The outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic necessitated
an alternative to face to face teaching methodology
to avoid disruption in the teaching-learning process.
With an objective to introduce the students to these
new challenges and opportunities in the education
sector, Amity Institute of Behavioural and Allied
Sciences (AIBAS), AUUP, organised an online
panel discussion themed ‘Education: Retrospection
and Resilience to the Pandemic and Beyond’.

The event commenced with an invocation, following
which, Dr Harish Kumar, HOI, AIBAS, welcomed
the guests and gathering. In his address, Dr Harish
talked about how the pandemic has become a cata-
lyst for educational institutions to find innovative so-
lutions to make learning efficient. What ensued was

an discussion on various topics by the panelists.

Expert: Girija Baiju, principal, Bhartiya Vidya
Bhavan, Abu Dhabi

Speaking on ‘Prioritising well-being of stakeholders
in education amidst COVID-19’, Girija Baiju in-
formed the audience about the re-opening of schools
in Abu Dhabi and the protocols being followed in
order to ensure the safety of stakeholders. She also
stressed on the importance of social and emotional
well-being and discussed strategies to ensure the
same such as conducting sessions with counsellors,
helping parents by granting fee- concessions, nom-

ination of parent ambassadors, etc.

Expert: Abhishek Kesarwani, IRPS, principal,
OAK Grove School, Uttarakhand

Shedding light on the topic ‘E-learning: Impact and
Strategies’, Abhishek Kesarwani in his deliberation,
talked about the challenges, opportunities, merits
and de-merits of e-learning. Convincing the stake-
holders to adapt to the changes in teaching methods,
equipping students and teachers with required ICT
tools and immediately switching over to digitalised

education were a few challenges that he spoke about.

Expert: Rupkatha Sarkar, principal, La Mar-
tiniere for Girls, Kolkata

Speaking on the topic ‘Transcending the barriers of
the pandemic’, she elaborated on the proper usage
of virtual space, barrier of evaluation and assess-
ment, communication, etc. She also stressed on the
importance of transference of skills in holistic de-
velopment of children, and instill in them values like
empathy so that the students understand the socio-
economic problems that exist in the society and also

take initiatives and find solutions for the same.

Expert: Heema Sharma, principal, KR Man-
galam, Greater Noida

The panelist presented her views on ‘Learning be-
yond classroom’. She underscored the problem of
digital divide and informed the audience how the
less fortunate children were deprived of education
owing to the unforgiving circumstances during this
pandemic. She also lauded the teachers who ac-

cepted the challenge of adapting to digital learning.

Expert: Dr Dheeraj Mehrotra, CBSE Master Trainer
Dr Mehrotra deliberated upon the topic ‘Harnessing

AMITY INSTITUTE OF BEHAVIOURAL AND
ALLIED SCIENCES

Organizes
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“EDUCATION: RETROSPECTION AND RESILIENCE
TO THE PANDEMIC AND BEYOND"
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the power of present scenario’, where he highlighted
the transformed pattern of teaching and learning and
stressed on the importance of updating ourselves to
meet the teaching-learning needs and expectations
of the present generation of young learners. He
talked about the change in the pattern of learning in
terms of routine, structure and communication and
how teachers have equipped themselves to cater to

the needs of children.

Expert: Dr CB Mishra, principal, Prudence
Group of Schools, Ashok Vihar

Discussing the topic ‘Enhancing Student Engage-
ment during the Pandemic’, he pointed out the need
to maintain student engagement. Dr Mishra also

shared the significant role of teachers to ensure the

Panellists deliberate on the topic

emotional and mental well-being of all the students

as they have been confined in homes for a long time.

Expert: Sujata Ghatak, principal, Techno India
Goup, Garia, Kolkata

Talking about ‘Weathering the Pandemic and Re-
building the education’, Sujata shared her valuable
experience of dealing with the crisis. She empha-
sised on the challenges faced by educators while
handling technology. She further stressed on rebuild-
ing the education structure to empower the lower
section of the society by formulating policies that

would cater to their learning needs as well.

All in all, the panel discussion was insightful and ap-

preciated by the participants and audience alike. Gl

More than words

When Play Of Words Is Not The Only Thing That Excites You To Pick A Book

Praya Pansey, AIS Vas 6, XII

hen we read the Harry Pot-

ter series for the first time,

other than the magic
wands and the honest-to-God dragons,
what fascinated us all were the magical
books in the library of Hogwarts School
of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Now, I’'m
not saying that we muggles have yet
found a way to make our books growl at
us (Remember The Monster Book of
Monsters?) but [ am saying our authors
and book designers have come up with
their own tricks to make the task of book

reading more amusing to us.

The art of incompletion
Have you ever been through a time
when every book you pick is a bust, so
you never complete even one of them,
ending up wasting years of your life? In
other words, you go through a ‘reader’s
block’. Now ‘If on a Winter’s Night a

Traveler’ by Isola Calvinist is not ex-

actly about that, but more about the au-
thor’s block. Confused? This weird
comedy is the story of two readers who,
whenever they pick up a book are not
able to complete it because the book is

not complete. Then when they go to the

library to find a copy of it, they find the

same book by another au-
thor, again incomplete! So,
this book is like a reader’s
cum writer’s block where,
by the end of the story, the
readers are unable to finish
even a single book. Non-
readers might say this is a
sign from the universe! Well,

maybe it is!

The art of flowing
You must be aware of the writing rule of
using ‘short’ sentences. Well, Bohumil
Hrabal broke all those rules and went on
to write a book called ‘Dancing Lessons
for the Advanced in Age’ which is liter-

ally one single sentence. Grammar nazis

can’t really stand this book because of
the insane amounts of conjunctions
used. Imagine writing a book of 128
pages, with one full stop (thankfully)!
Excuse me, I need to take a breath from
all the full stops that I didn’t get in be-

tween. *Deep breath*

whose parents have strictly
banned the use of fire? Well, you
have an excuse to get them to lift
the ban — a book that can be read

by burning! (that is just one of
the editions, but your parents
don’t know that!) Thanks to the
designers of ‘Fahrenheit 451° by

Ray Bradbury, who were highly inspired
by the concept of the story, which re-
volves around burning books, created an
edition with a special charcoal black
coating that forms a chemical reaction
when light is applied. That’s a special
edition though. But mind you, do not, I
repeat, do not go burning your text-
books, kids.

The art of jumping
Julio Cortazar was probably a person
who loved experiments — just not the
science ones. In his book ‘Hopscotch’
he gave a whole new angle to book writ-
ing. Here, he asks the readers to read
consecutive chapters, but only the first
fifty-six, leaving the rest as expendable
or jump through the chapters following
the series that the author has provided at
the end of every chapter. Among other
gimmicks used by the author, is the use
of incomplete sentences to show a con-
trast between what the reader is thinking

and what he is saying.
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Gyan Vigyan

The Science
of ITwterstellar

Madhav Sharma
AIS Saket, X

f you’re a sci-fi fanatic,
Ichances are that you wor-

ship Interstellar, a film
that beautifully blends engag-
ing cinema and enthralling vi-
sual effects that explore the
future of planet Earth. Often
confusing but still greatly
revered, Interstellar mentions
many concepts that may be-
fuddle a movie-goer. So,
here’s a closer look into some
scientific themes in Interstel-
lar that may have left us all a
little perplexed but nonethe-
less, fascinated.

Blight

Referred to as a form of fungal

seem like an imagina-

tive plot device but in re-

ality, it is far from it.
Concerning blight epidemics
have been witnessed in the
past in the US and Europe.
The Great Famine, caused by
potato blight, in Ireland re-
sulted in the deaths of over a
million people. During the
First World War, Germany
too faced a potato blight out-
break which caused over
700,000 deaths. Given the in-
creasing levels“of CO2 in the
atmosphere, it is quite likely

-that a similar situation is plau-

sible.in‘the future as well. In a
reéent Study by NASA, some
wheat crops Wi

greenhouse with Bﬁ-% :'.l”ll'(')l.l.'-e_"
CO2 levels (expected amounit: -

within

a mere

two weeks,

yellow fungi had destroyed

half of the crop. Scary, isn’t it?

In the movie: In the Interstel-

lar timeline, blight has de-

stroyed almost all food

sources, forcing humanity to

leave Earth; hence being the

entire reason why the protag-

onist goes on the astronomical
adventure in the first place.

Gravitational-
Time Dilation
First described by Albert Ein-
stein, grawtatlun al- time dila-

tion refers to the-phenomenon ;

of gravity and-refative Veloc1tv
affectmg_gh‘e rate of passage
time... It c'anf"he understoo

The size of human eye remains the
same throughout the lifespan whereas
our nose and ears never stop growing.

tronauts at the International
Space Station (ISS). As the ISS
revolves at a very high velocity
around the earth, astronauts
age slower over there. If some-
one spends six months at the
ISS, they age 0.005 seconds
less than someone on the
Earth. Similarly, on a planet
orbiting close to a black hole,
a clock will tick much more
slowly than on a spaceship far-
ther away.

In the movie: In Interstellar,
the first planet the astronauts
land on is very close to a su-

+ y
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permassive  black-hole. This -
proximity causes an extreme

planet is equal to seven years
on Earth. Now we know why
Murphy was so much older
than her father!

Worm Holes
First theorised in 1916 by
Ludwig Flamm, wormbholes
are a recurring theme in sci-
ence fiction and consistent

with the Theory of General_

Relativity by Albert Einstein.
Presumed extremely unstable,
wormbholes are supposed to be

349 uvwiny

shortcut that could reduce
travel time and distance. But,
since wormbholes are supposed
to be unstable, entering one
could lead to it collapsing
completely in the process.

In the movie: As the spaceship
nears the wormhole, the
wormhole is shown as spheri-
cal and not circular as usually
shown in textbook drawings.
Itis then explained that this is
due to the universe being rep-
resented in two dimensions,

conduits or bridges between- -thus a sphere becomes acircle.

two points in space or time
which allow transportation
between the two. Theoreti-
eally, such a tunnel or bridge
could be traversed from one
point in space to another with-
out traveling the distance be-

Also, gmno through the worm-
hole, Ameha (Anne Hath-
away) xperlenees her ‘first |
handshake’ with extra-terres-
trialTite;-althotigh later it is
shown :that .it . was Cooper

- reaching out to Amelia’ as he

disease in plants, blight may

of CO2 in a century) and

with a simple example of as-

time dilation- one hour on.the tween them, creating a ' travels through thé’black hole.
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Udaybhanu Singh, AIS Noida, XII

s you sit somewhere far away

from me, comprehending what

this article might tell you, you
look around and see the world encompass-
ing you. From your work, your phones,
your room, and everything else about your
existence, all of it seems to point to one
thing and one thing alone — science. Sci-
ence the very beginning of time, or ever
since humans have started noticing it, sci-
ence has been the one constant that has
been around us, whether we recognised
and accepted it or not. There have always
been thousands of questions that waited to
be answered, and as soon as they were, a
few new ones would pop up; there is al-
ways a new fruit waiting to be plucked
from the tree of science, and it is only
through science that we prove that things
already exist or will exist in the future. It
is science that innovates and expands our
universe beyond our imagination.
It is wonderful to see how every step taken
by mankind brought it closer to the sci-
ence that exists as a wonder around us,
how man has evolved from merely breath-
ing to existing, forming communities, ex-
panding minds, discovering elements,
creating factors, inventing airplanes and

science ar d.‘ e ’Gf

A Stream Of Study That Has All The Answers

everything in between. And science does-
n’t just stop at one invention, no; it allows
humankind to use one scientific miracle to
create another and yet another still, and so
the circles will continue as long as humans
exist to bask in its glory. Which is why, it
can be said that the relationship between
science and humans is exactly like a
drama television series — full of twists,
turns, leaps, cliff-hangers, suspense, and
one where the last episode is never really
the ending.

Sometimes, as one wonders ‘What is
life?’, “What is reality?’, “Why is every-
thing the way that it is?°, no other concept
comes forward to answer these questions
as well as science does. The air we
breathe, this article you read, the food you
eat, everything is science, and everything
that ‘makes sense’ will always be science.
Science has explained life and what ingre-
dients it holds. We have discovered atoms,
quarks, theories, gravity, planets and all
we could think of, and though it is true
that there still remains a larger chunk of
the universe that we know nothing about,
the hopes and answers of ever knowing
the reality of life and existence, in its true
factual form, lies only and only in the
study of science. Even the greatest scien-
tists in the world still search for an answer

to questions like “Why were we created?’,
‘Does God exist?’, ‘Is there a greater
meaning?’, and yes, all these questions
seem more philosophical than they do sci-
entific, a deeper study of life and human
existence in general has signified that in
order to understand the emotional reason-
ing, we must first be detached from it and
must look at it logically. But, after all,
what are emotions if not just scientific re-
actions of your brain? Like I said, science
is everywhere.
In today’s world, that is more advanced
than one ever seen before, we must some-
times get arrogant enough to believe and
delude ourselves that we have all the
answers, but the reality remains
that though we may have defi-
nitely come a long way from
the starting line, the finish
line of understanding and ac-
cepting everything with its
logics and reasons remains to
be touched by the human mind.
But fret not, fellow beings! We
haven’t come this far only to
come this far; science is the law
of nature and as long as we live
and breathe, science will con-
tinue to grapple us and force us
into the world of progress.¢
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Remembering Those Childhood Memories On The Way To Adulthood

Khyati Ahuja
AIS Saket, XII

t all starts the moment you
Ileave college and get a job,
the one you always dreamed
of and worked so hard to get.

Life couldn’t get any better. But
then June comes along, and you

realise that you’re an adult now,
meaning no summer vacations!
As you drive to work every day,
you see the kids are no longer at
the bus stop. Instead, they are

busy chasing each other in the
park, their voices easily audible
even at a distance.

There are several occasions
when adulthood hits you, but
come summer vacations, and it
smacks you right in the face. At
home, as you see your sibling
sleeping in late, you look at
them with all sorts of envy, be-
fore you grudgingly drag your-
self to get ready for work. I
reach office, cramming my legs
into my cubicle, and my mind

The human eye blinks an average of
4,200,000 times a year.

wanders to my sibling spreading
his on the couch, watching his
favourite show.

I take a break, trying to wean
myself and my mind from jeal-
ousy for little kids. Getting a
cup of'tea, I look out of the win-
dow, only to see hoardings of
‘SUMMER CAMP. ENROLL
NOW’. Really God? That’s
your sense of humour now! And
within minutes I'm walking
down the memory lane, when I
would attend these camps —

sing, play, dance, breaking away
from the usual routine of math-
ematical equations and science
formulas. And now while these
kids paint, I make presentations;
while they write stories, I am
busy drafting the annual profit
statement. Urgh!

But the fun does not end here. I
return home after a long day at
work, only to find kids still
playing in the society park. A
stark contrast from the pan-dead
silence that meets me on most
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days when I return home, for
there are UTs, exams, assign-
ments and what not. Let July
come and they will be hit with
July tests. Will serve them right
for having so much fun!

In that moment, an epiphany
struck me. Summer vacations
will be over. Life will again be
about school, homework and tu-
itions. Weekends will be about
preparing for Monday UTs,

when I will be sleeping in late or
catching a movie. All-nighters
will be pulled but at least I will
get to sleep once I am back from
work. And most importantly, I
will not have mom nagging me
all the time, asking me to study.
I entered home with a smile on
my face and saw my sibling
sprawled on the sofa, watching
his favourite show. “Not for
long,” I thought to myself as I
headed to my room.

|l[ r{;“‘“\ |
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[HE LAST Man on Fdr

Blessing Or A Curse? Let This Diary Be The Answer!

Farhan Siddiqui
AIS Gurugram 46, X

Dear Diary,

When I woke up this morning, I ex-
pected my phone to be buzzing with
messages, tweets and Instagram
posts. After all, it was not every day
that you turn 18. But as I opened
my eyes, the world was quiet for
once. No sabziwala shouting at the
top of his voice. No family members
asking me to wake up early in the
morning. Alsosno birthday wishes,
but' I would take that over people
bugging me for‘every little thing.
As I stepped out of an empty house,
to an empty street, I realised some-
thing had happened while I was lost
in the world of dreams. Suddenly, a
car came my way and as I jumped
out of the way, I saw no one:was
driving that car. For a minute, I
thought that it was a serious case of
people coming back from the dead.
Was it Thanos? Did that purple
grape snap the whole (barring me of
course) universe away, instead of
just the half of it? Where are the
Avengers when you need them!

But anyway, this is actually good.
Now, I could buy my favourite red
velvet cake from that bakery my
parents could not afford. With that
thought, I marched there, took the
cake out from behind the counter

and gobbled it all down. No people,
no sharing.

After that, I made a list of things I
always wanted to do, but couldn’t
because of people getting in my way.
First, buying and wearing the most
expensive, branded clothes I could
find; it was my birthday after all!
Of course, then I realised that wear-
ing good clothes without anyone
being there to see them takes half
the fun out of it. Then I drove to the
adventure park in the nearby town.
But as:I entered the park I realised,
no one would be there to turn on
these rides. I could always start
them but then who would stop
them. Yeah, I didn’t need a repeat
performance of a driverless car!
Sighing, I drove back home think-
ing maybe I could play some video
games. My mother won’t stop me;
and wasn’t that a sad thought.
Shaking my head, I refused to in-
dulgein self-pity. And there was no
reason to feel bad anyway, I was still
alive! As I parked my car, I saw
through the windshield that my
whole neighbourhood was on fire.
The flames were quickly spreading
to my own house:’I quickly backed
the car away, running the hell out of
there. Someone must have acci-
dently left the gas on.

By night, I could see the smoke com-
ing out from all over the town. I

would run away again, but I was out
of diesel. The silence of this morning
seemed eerie in the night, and the
sound of animals growling and
howling only managed to worsen
this horror show. I knew, I do not
have a lot of time, diary. And I do
not need any time either; for.if not
the fire then I know this loneliness
will get to me eventually.

Yours truly, &
The last man on earth




Editorial
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The human eye is made up of
over 2 million working parts.
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Happy Diet
Happy World

Food has always been an in-
tegral part of our lives. So,
this year, when the Nobel
Peace Prize was awarded to
World Food Programme, it
was giving credit where it is
YTy due. Sceptics might argue
about the role of food in
peace making, but even a
cursory glance from close quarters goes on to re-
veal the vital role that food plays in building a
happy world.
Our holy scriptures, too, reiterate the happiness
that food brings along. The hymn ‘Annastuti’ in
the first chapter of Rigveda, states that our food
is an incomparable friend that imparts and gen-
erates happiness. While food and bliss walk hand
in hand, it is only the right kind of food that can
serve as a harbinger of holistic happiness.
Healthy eating is important for not just a healthy
body, but also a healthy mind. The same has been
emphasised in Chhandogyopanishad, Adhyaya 6,
Khanda 6, Vakya as sasfamzm: It means that
the mind is made up of the food we eat, and that
human values are nutrition for the mind. These
human virtues together with the five essential nu-
trients make up the panch tatva — the five ele-
ments (fire, water, earth, sky and air).
It is for this reason that we at Amity constantly
endeavour to educate children on the importance
of eating healthy, right from their formative
years. These learnings are reinforced through ac-
tivities like fireless cooking, cook green, cook
and write, celebration of special days dedicated
to food, etc. Along with educating them about the
benefits of eating healthy, these activities also in-
culcate in them values like sharing, team spirit,
caring, empathy, hard work, etc; all virtues inte-
gral to building a happy world.
Good food is the foundation of genuine happi-
ness. So, let’s eat right, and make this world a
happy place, one morsel at a time. Gl

The carbon
foodprints

Every year when my house-
help, who belongs to a remote
area of Jharkhand, goes home
for her annual vacations, she
carries a sackful of potatoes.
It left me amused when she
told me that she does so be-
cause people in her village
believe that urbanites are fair
complexioned because they eat a lot of potatoes,
so they ask her to bring lots of them. I observed
that she and most of the people from her native
village have healthy hair, glowing skin and eat
local vegetables available in their area. In the
modern jargon, they are ‘Localvores’ who survive
on locally grown food. On the other hand, in the
past 2-3 decades, we have seen urbanites consum-
ing exquisite foods like tofu, kiwi, etc, even when
their local, easily available and affordable cousins
like cottage cheese, figs, etc. scramble for space
in our grocery list. I find it disturbing for our en-
vironment, culture and health, as most of them
are not locally found, they are imported and thus
involve logistics, special storage, etc. which in-
creases our carbon footprint. In fact, in our vedas,
too, ‘localvore’ is a prescribed way of eating as
they specify that we must try to eat what’s easily
found and grown within a radius of 1-2 km from
where we live. So, whether urban or rural, we
need to turn to localvore to eat fresh and healthy,
especially in these changed times when we are all
striving to maintain good health and reduce our
carbon ‘food’ print. Gl

Vira Sharma
Managing Editor
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Turn off the stereoltypes)

For It's High Time That We Get Rid Of This Enemy Of Equality

Saloni Saxena, Alumna, Anika
Joshi & Isha Gore, XI, AIS Vas 1

The word ‘stereotypes’ is not
new, we have heard enough
about them. The common
ones being - only boys can play
sports, only girls wear pink coloured
clothes and every Indian is a true re-
flection of Slumdog Millionaire. We
hate them all, don’t we? The stereo-
types that shove us into a box labelled
a certain way, making us a certain
type. But this is where the problem
arises- that while hating them, we are
the ones who let these stereotypes
thrive in the society. See for yourself.

Stereotyping a la gender
‘Oh, how feminine!” is what we ex-
claim when we see a man in a pink
shirt. What adds to this exclamation
is when any male is seen performing
household chores. In addition, the
very beings are belittled when they
showcase their emotional side, or to
be precise- when they cry. All such
sights seem so incredible to the Indian
eye. Simple, because men can’t have
colour preferences, they can’t be good
cooks, and more so, they don’t come
with tear glands, right? While we still
struggle with the generalisations that
women have gone through over the
years, we fail to realise that on the
other hand, we have given birth to a
whole new set of stereotypes alto-
gether. Before it’s too late, let’s accept
the fact that the term ‘robustness’

G et )

doesn’t just belong to men, and that
women aren’t the only ones entitled to
term ‘emotions’.

Stereotyping a la colour
It would be a lie if we say that we

don’t groove to ‘gore gore mukhre’
whenever it plays on radio, or that we
don’t exclaim at the sight of a fair-
skinned person. Needless to say, most
of us are guilty in this case. But then,
how do we blame ourselves when the

only advertisement that ruled the
small screens in the past decade, lim-
its beauty to a particular colour?
While we condemn racism abroad, we
fall victims to our own fellow Indians
unashamedly obsessing around fair
skin. Testimonials for the same can be
found in the matrimonial columns of
any Indian newspaper. While some-
one’s colour and beauty may only be
skin deep, the ugliness of such stereo-
types and harsh comments penetrates
way deeper to the bones.

Stereotyping a la region
Our blood boils when we see Apu’s
hyperbolised South Indian accent in
the acclaimed TV show of the 90,
Simpsons, that almost led everyone to
think that this is how every Indian
sounds. And yet, we find it funny to
label just any South Indian as a
‘Madraasi’, all Punjabis as ‘loud-
speakers’, all Gujaratis to be ‘busi-
nessmen’, and to all our
North-Eastern fellows- we totally feel
you! It is silly you are not how you
are, but the state you are from. But,
how about we perceive that these
traits can be one of the criteria of def-
inition and not the complete definition
itself, especially when a whole com-
munity is concerned.

Albeit, these stereotypes are here to
stay for a while, more like a guest who
has graciously overstayed his/her wel-
come. The question is - for how long
are we going to entertain them? Gl

MUNs: the way forward

Continued from page 1...

The relationship between India and
Netherlands is... healthy and growing.
The relationship between the two coun-
tries goes back to 17th-18th century
when the Dutch had trading ports in
modern day Kochi. The relationship be-
tween the two countries is not just eco-
nomic, but also socio-political. In the
last three years, state visits between the
leaders of the two countries cemented
long camaraderie and friendship be-
tween the two nations. Adding to it, the
number of students going for academic
purposes, professionals for business
purposes, and cross-country company
collaborations between the two coun-
tries has eventually increased. Also, last
year, both the countries celebrated a
decade of scientific collaboration and
research. In addition to all this, there is
a great deal of cultural exchange be-
tween the two countries given their long
standing friendship.

India is a star... on the world stage in
the current times. It has a growing in-

- What’s the deal?
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Dear Editor,

This is in reference to The
Global Times edition dated
November 2, 2020. It goes
without saying that the ongoing

volvement in multilateral institutions
like ASEAN, SAARC, EU and interna-
tional bodies like the UN, including
chairing the UNSC, the WTO and G20.
Currently, the world is looking at India
as an important player in world politics.
The fact that the so-called West is to-
wards the Indo-Pacific is a testament to
the position that our country holds. Es-
pecially being endorsed is India’s role
in sustainable development including
co-launching of the Global Solar Al-
liance. Moreover, India is an equal part-
ner in the Quad (The Quadrilateral)
which shows its increasing role in
world politics and world economics.

India has the power and resources...
to be a global power in coming decades.
One thing that everyone talks about
India these days is the youth bulge,
which, if utilised properly, can propel
India into an economic head start.
Along with this wonderful resource,
well-thought government policies can
further aid in the establishment of start-
ups, nurturing a whole lot of young en-
trepreneurs, who would further

strengthen the country. If one goes by
the statistics and demographics, India
has the largest number of adults under
25 years of age, who are the future lead-
ers, policy makers, technicians and sci-
entists of the world. So, the country is
well equipped with a generation of
youth to handle anything and every-
thing, so much so that they can lead the
development of India as well as that of
the world as a whole.

Building a chain of policy makers...is
what Amity is doing. Amity has had
over a decade long legacy of organising
MUNSs, comprising both national and
international delegations. The young
minds should never miss this opportu-
nity, and participate in MUNs with
vigour because this platform helps you
to develop the skills that every citizen
should possess in a globalised and con-
stantly changing world. With pro-
grammes like these, you understand
diverse cultures, learn new languages,
get to know different perspectives and
most importantly, build your character
to become a future policy maker. GEi

pandemic has brought about
unprecedented challenges for
everyone around the world.
Seeing the upheaval it had
caused, the prospect of taking
out a contest edition was dim.
But the editorial team rallied
together, with the unconditional
support of our teachers and our
principal, and brought forth an
edition we were all proud to
call our own. The Editorial
Board brainstormed,
researched, created drafts,
designed, and relentlessly
worked on each and every story
to craft an edition which can
provide its readers a mix of
information, humour, nostalgia
and everything in between.
Even though this edition has
been released digitally, the
Editorial Board really put their
best foot forward. Cheers to our
entire team for making this
contest issue a success! GH
Navya Bhasin
AIS Vasundhara 1, IX A



‘N A human eye contains 107
&< million cells and all of them
are light-sensitive.
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Heritage Series

Part IX

India is a land abounding with wonderful UNESCO heritage sites to feast one’s eyes on. Some of them
being natural wonders to some being exquisite architectural marvels to many being a reflection of
magnificent history and some even a sanctuary for biodiversity to flourish. Here’s presenting Part IX
of the Heritage Series, giving an insight into Qutub Minar, which was declared a UNESCO World

Heritage Site in 1993.

Ashika Mittal
AIS Vasundhara 1, X A

utub Minar, or Qutb Minar, at

72.5 metres, stands to be the

tallest minaret in the world
built Of bricks, having a 14.3 metres
base diameter which reduces to 2.7
metres at its peak. But as its bricks and
all its glory has been recorded as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, this
‘victory tower’ that forms the main
part of the Qutb Complex, sits in the
heart of Mehrauli in New Delhi, India,
and contains spiral staircases of 379
steps, all of them holding and narrat-
ing different chapters of the monu-
ment’s story.

Chapter 1
The architecture it has seen
The construction of the monument
was first ordered by Qutb-ud-din
Aibak, a deputy of Muhammad of
Ghor, who founded the Delhi Sul-
tanate after Ghor’s death. In its initial
stage in 1199, the Minar was supposed
to have only one story which would
have inscriptions praising Muhammad
of Ghor, but it was Aibak’s successor
and his son-in-law, Shamsuddin Iltut-
mish, who further constructed the
monument and added three more
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storeys. Firuz Shah Tughlaq, the ruler
at the time, added another storey to the
Minar in 1369, and Sher Shah Suri, in
his ruling, added an entrance. The
lowest three storeys of the building
had fluted cylindrical shafts or
columns of pale red sandstone, which
were separated by balconies, and the
fourth storey comprised marble and
was relatively plain in design. The
fifth and the final storey was made out
of marble and sandstone where the
flanges were made of maroon and
dark red sandstone and were engraved
with Quranic texts and other decora-
tions. The Qutb complex also holds
various historically significant monu-
ments like Quwwar-ul-Islam Mosque
which was constructed a few years be-
fore the Minar and was later enlarged
by Shams-ud-Din Iltutmish and Ala-
ud-Din Khalji, known to be one of the
earliest mosques in the Indian subcon-
tinent. An Iron Pillar also stands in the
courtyard, bearing an inscription in
Sanskrit, along with a cupola popu-
larly known as ‘Smith’s Folly’; it
stands as a remnant of the restoration
done to the tower in 1828 where the
cupola was initially installed over the
fifth storey but was taken down and
reinstalled at ground level in 1848
after the orders from Henry Hardinge,

the then Governor General of India.

Chapter 2
The tragedies it has seen

Maybe it was because Qutb Minar was
built on the same land that once held
the ruins of the Lal Kot, the citadel of
Dhillika, or maybe it was all a simple
coincidence and not bad luck, but the
monument has seen a few not-so-great
days in its long history. A lightning
strike damaged the then top storey of
the Minar in 1369, which was then re-
paired, and the mosque in the complex
was also once enclosed by the carved
columns of 27 Hindu and Jain temples
which were demolished by Qutub-ud-
din Aibak. In 1505, an earthquake hit
the area and forced Sikander Lodi to
repair the damages, only for an earth-
quake to befall it again in 1803. Even
for man-made accidents, the minaret
has a few noted in its book as the ac-
cess to the top was permanently closed
to the general public after the year
2000 due to many suicides cases. On
December 4, 1981, the failure of the
staircase lighting caused a stampede of
around 500 visitors towards the exit,
causing 47 people to be killed and
many were left injured, leaving behind
a bitter memory for the monument.

Chapter 3

The mystery that surrounds it
Years after its origin, the minaret
stands to be coated in its own marina-
tion of mystery as the proof from the
past only keeps getting dicier as we
move towards the future. Some theo-
rise that it was constructed to be used
as a muezzin’s tower, some believe it
to be built for a princess to get an un-
hindered view of Yamuna, and some
argue that it was meant to be an obser-
vatory. The speculation begins right
from its name as one strata of histori-
ans argue that the tower was named
after Qutb-ud-din Aibak, who started
its construction, whereas another
strata believes that it was named by
Shamsuddin Iltutmish after Khwaja
Qutbuddin Bakhtiar Kaki, a 13th cen-
tury Sufi saint. While some argue that
it was a muezzin’s tower to recite
prayers, logicians argue that the tower,

The tower of victory

The Story Of The Bricks And Cement Of A Minaret That Still Stands Tall
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today, stands as a heritage site
whereas the mosque besides it is in
ruins, which proves that it was the
sole focus of the maker. Not to
mention that it would practically
be impossible for the muaddhin
to climb it 5 times a day to recite
prayers that could not be heard
by the people on the ground be-
neath him. This, again, also brushes
away some claims that Qutub
Minar was actually built as ‘Dhruv
Stambh’ or ‘Vishnu Dhwaj’, an
Hindu observatory for astronomy,
as the very inscription on the mon-
ument, as translated, says ‘Qutb-
ud-din Aibak, on whom be the
mercy of God, constructed this
mosque’. With its Arabesque or-
namentation and Islamic architec-
ture, the motif and feeling of the
place gives away more than a
hint of where it comes from.
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Qutub Minar - standing not
only against the test of time
but also nature and everything
in between, is proof enough
that what is written in history
will be remembered and ad-
mired for years to come, even
after the story of its origin and
existence seems doubtful. As
the tallest brick minaret in the
world, this tower has been an
inspiration and prototype for
many others like the Chand
Minar aka the Tower of the
Moon in Daulatabad or
Hast Minar aka Mini
Qutub Minar in Uttam
Nagar, West Delhi. So,
what are you waiting for?
Visit this heritage site to
experience these stories!
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The brave g

Storywala

Gouri Srivastav
AIS VKC Lko, IX

any years back, in the
small town of York-
shire lived a 12-year-

old girl named Amelia. Her
father had gone to New York in
search of a new job and mean-
while in his absence, her mother
was doing all she could to pro-
vide a living for her family. But
still she could not afford to send
Amelia to school.

A kind lady named Mrs Brown
lived in their neighbourhood and

The eye 1s the fastest muscle

in the human body.
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volunteered to give lessons to
Amelia free of cost. Every
evening the lady would come to
Amelia’s house and give her les-
sons. One day, Mrs Brown had to
go somewhere on an urgent no-
tice and could not afford to come.
Amelia’s mother had too gone on
her job and had strictly told her to
not open the door till she comes.
Following her instructions,
Amelia locked the door from in-
side and started doing her house-
hold chores. After about an hour,
she heard some loud and peculiar
noises coming from the first floor.

As she climbed up the stairs, she
heard the clatter of a glass. She
ran quickly to her room and saw
a thief rummaging through her
mother’s jewellery. Looking at
him, she started shouting “Thief!
Thief!.” The thief quickly turned
around, shut the door and started
threatening Amelia with a knife.
The little girl was petrified but
still gathered courage and as soon
as the thief turned around to find
rope, she tried to escape.

At this, the thief yelled, “Come
back here, you silly little girl!”
and tried getting a hold of her

After about an hour,
she heard some loud
and peculiar noises
coming from the
first floor.

but she broke free of him. She
fell back with a jerk and toppled
over a shelf. A little can came
tumbling down the shelf, and
Amelia suddenly realised that it
was the pepper spray that her
mother had given her for self-
defence. She quickly sprayed it
all over the thief’s face. The
thief started sneezing uncontrol-
lably, but Amelia did not waste
another moment and immedi-
ately found her mother’s sari
and tried tying him with it. To
her success, the thief was then
helpless as he struggled and
begged for freedom and forgive-
ness, upon hearing which, she
quickly called the police. Soon
the police arrived, caught hold
of the thief and took him back to
the prison. Meanwhile, a crowd
of people had gathered around
the house and started shouting
“Bravo! Bravo! Our brave little
girl has saved us!”

Once Amelia’s mother also re-
turned home and was told about
the incident, she hugged Amelia
and said, “I didn’t know you
were so brave Amelia! I am
very proud of you!” From that
day on, Amelia was known as
the girl who saved the whole
town from a dangerous and
nasty robber. 6l
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Hues of future

Nidhi Barthwal, AIS VKC Lko, TGT English

Born with an innocent smile and pure heart
Moulded by unsteady hands, this way and that
Shaped by fickle times- good and bad

Shy, happy, naughty, sweet, unruly or sad

I may be cooped up in a shell

Do patiently unravel the story I wish to tell
Then watch the shell of shyness shatter
Coaxed by your warmth, I join the pitter-patter

Wandering minds and wavering attention
Causing undesirable, unwelcome botheration
See me unearth my interests, abate distractions
Become the erudite scholar, inspiring all factions

I may be obstinate but show me some patience

Look beyond the solid fagade of indifference
You lead and then, I shall follow
Behold, I’'m the revolutionary leader of tomorrow

Chide us, lead us; don’t leave anything unsaid

Be our torchbearer; light the path we yearn to tread
Do not undermine the dreams we hold

We are the vibrant hues that the future will unfold. ¢l

Let her he

Suchika Sumeet Notani

Sacrificing the warmth

Oh! bless you little angel

For you know not what

Her heart just skipped a beat
On being finally welcomed
In her mother’s womb

She kicked, she tossed
She stretched and watched
Time that waited for her to be

With open arms joyously
She came out of the cocoon

AIS VYC Lko, TGT SST

This life has brought to thee

A mother who made you

A father who offered prayers
And together will quell your fears

Keep smiling little angel

Away from the lies they tell
Without you whose smiles swell

God ensures you blessed be

As a few verses on your arrival
I recite for you to happily be.6H
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Aaratrika with wool ﬂ0;vers

- l

Aaratrika Ganguli, AIS Gurugram 43, IX B
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M Scissors

W Vase

H Colourful stones

m Hot glue gun/Fevicol

B Small tree branches-5

H Different coloured wool balls

M Take a wool ball and cut out
a 10 cm long piece from it.

M Place this piece in between
your middle finger and your
ring finger.

m Now, start wrapping the
wool ball around your 4 fingers
about 100 times. The more
wool you wrap, the fuller and
prettier your pom-pom would
turn out to be.

B Once done, tie a knot around
this wrapped wool using the
wool piece in between your
middle finger and ring finger.
H You will get a bow-shaped
wool ball. Remove it from your
fingers slowly.

Method

S

B Now, insert scissors in the
loops on both ends of the bow
and cut them off.

B Shuffle it a bit to get a
rounded pom pom. You can
also cut the extra edges to make
it rounder.

M Repeat the same steps and
make more of these using dif-
ferent wool colours.

® Now, with the help of a hot
glue gun, paste these pom
poms on the tree branches, one
on each branch.

B Your wool flowers are
ready! Place them in a pretty
vase and decorate with some
colourful stones.

Vidushi Goswami
AGS Gur, XI
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Human eye

The world’s most common eye colour
1s brown, but brown eyes are actually
blue eyes underneath.
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Junior

Aarav Vats, AIS Saket, V

n the outskirts of a
well-known city stood
a small, lesser known,

almost insignificant village.
Today, they call it Anna’s vil-
lage. Yes, that’s how the village
is recognised now and it is no
longer insignificant. All thanks
to Anna and her capacity to
dream, dream big! Wanting to
become a doctor someday, she
used to dream of studying in a
school in the city where she
would have access to much
more knowledge and opportuni-
ties. Then what? She realised it
and how!

Anna got the opportunity to
transfer to a prestigious school
in the city known as the League
High School, on scholarship.
She had just passed Grade 4
with flying colours and was
psyched to begin her Grade 5
adventures in a new school. But
to her utter dismay, things didn’t
quite go as she thought. Her first
day at the city school was horri-
ble. All her classmates made fun
of her for coming from a vil-
lage, and ridiculed her for not
speaking well in English.
“What is my fault?” mumbled
Anna as she gave in to tears. In
that moment, she was almost
tempted to run back to her old
school but evaded the thought
for she knew it would mean the
end of her dreams. And things
remained the same for the next

Curious she read the
answer and while she
was doing so, she had
a little smile on
her face.

one month. Whenever Anna at-
tempted to answer in class or
give a presentation, everyone
would laugh at her accent and
make fun of her. It was now a
part of her normal everyday rou-
tine; she would cry herself to
sleep, wake up in the morning
with a new hope, only for her
classmates to shatter it into bits.
But then one fine day, her his-
tory teacher conducted a sur-
prise test. The test was to name
the Seven Wonders of the
World. All the students jumped
with glee as they had just read
about this in their previous class
and knew the answer to it. They
started filling out their answer
sheets quickly. When everyone
except Anna submitted their an-
swer sheet, the teacher walked
up to her, curious to know what
was taking Anna so long. “I
was thinking, there are so
many wonderful things in the
world, which seven should I
actually write about,” re-
sponded Anna as she sub-
mitted her sheet. The
teacher was sure Anna
had got the answer
wrong unlike her class-
mates. Curious, she
read the answer and
while she was doing
so, she had a little
smile on her face.
The other students
thought that the
teacher must be
laughing at

SIOMIAN O “Tewny ysour( :Surdeuw]

Anna’s answer. Little did they
know that things were going to
be different from now on.

The teacher decided to read the
answer out loud wanting every-
one to hear it and so she began,
“I know that people say the
Great Wall of China, Colos-
seum, Stonehenge, Great pyra-
mid of Giza, Leaning tower of
Pisa, Taj Mahal and Hanging
garden of Babylon are The
Seven Wonders of The World;
but I think, the seven most won-
derful things in the world are
our ability to see, to hear, to feel,
to laugh, to think, to be kind,
and to love.” Anna’s classmates
were speechless after hearing
her answer. After all, who
would expect a simple girl from
a village to have such profound
thoughts? The whole class
broke into a round of applause
and after that day, no one made
fun of Anna anymore.

Several years later, Anna became
a doctor and that’s how Anna’s
village came into being! Gl

So, what did you learn today?
Where you come from
does not define you.

o 1dttlle
W Shet

-

Aishi Jain, AIS Vasundhara 6, IV

Marie gold biscuits ........ 1 pkt  Melted butter ................ 50gm
Powdered sugar Cocoa powder.............. Y5 tbsp
Instant coffee ... Chocolate powder......1/2 tbsp
MilK oo (€151 RN 1 pkt

mIn a bowl, add 2 tbsp pow-
dered sugar, milk and coffee.
m Stir the ingredients well and
keep this coffee mix aside.

m Next, in a separate bowl, add
chocolate powder, 3 tbsp pow-
dered sugar, melted butter,
cocoa powder. Mix the con-
tents well until a medium thick
consistency is achieved.

mOn a plate, lay aluminium
foil and cover the entire surface
of the same.

m Now, take one Marie biscuit
and dip it in the coffee mix.

m Place this coffee dipped bis-
cuit on the plate covered with
aluminium foil.

m With the help of a spoon,
spread a layer of chocolate mix
on this biscuit.

m Again, dip another Marie bis-
cuit in coffee mix and place it
on the top of the biscuit layered
with chocolate mix.

m Repeat the process to form a
tower of biscuits.

m Coat this chocolate biscuit
tower with the remaining
chocolate mix and garnish the
top most layer with colourful
gems in any pattern you like.
m Keep the prepared dessert in
refrigerator for one hour.

m Slice and serve! Your cake
tower is ready to eat.

As we celebrated Nehruji’s birthday
With all the happiness and bliss
And obeyed his ideals, not remiss

Avishi Agarwal, AIS VKC Lucknow, VII B

Like a dew drop on the flower

A tear trickled down my cheek
Oh! How I miss the good times
The fun and frolic with its chimes

Now, the fete appears like a dream
Longing to be together, we scream
Our desires are like a flowing stream
Tireless strides in the playground And our innocent faces a little grim
Or jumping around carefree
After hearing the school bell ring

Lil’ mischiefs were when a thing

This time we may miss all the fun
But kids we are, would always be
Let’s together win over the wrongs
May Nehruji’s ideals make us strong.

3 - ~ 3
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, Children’s day was a blessing for us

Srija Singh
AIS VKC Lucknow, VI
Know me
My name: Aarav Jain
My Class: 11
My school: AIS Noida

-

Tulip Tewari, AIS Noida, VII

=

My birthday: July 9
My hobby: Dancing
My friends: Lakshya, Sargun and

i Aadya
) My favourites

Book: Beauty and The Beast
Games: Badminton and football
Mall: DLF Mall of India
Food: Dal chawal
Teacher: Geetika Sharma ma’am
Poem: Wheels On The Bus
Subject: Maths

Abhout me

Role model: My father

I like: Skating

I dislike: Cold drinks

. I want to become: A doctor

I want to feature in GT because: |
want others to know about me.

Teacher: Form a sentence with
the word ‘sugar’.

Student: I drank cinnamon tea
this morning.

Teacher: Where is sugar?
Student: It is already in the tea.
- e
Teacher: Our topic today is
photosynthesis. So children,

what is photosynthesis?
Student: Our topic today!

- e
Teacher: The first person to
step on the moon was Neil
Armstrong, who was the sec-
ond person?
Student: It was Neil Arm-
strong only. He took the second
step after the first.
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““ara"ti“e spacial The fight continues

The human eyes start to develop

two weeks after a child is conceived.
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ife in pandemic

Woes Of Introverts And Extroverts In The Pandemic

Agrata Gupta &
Zoya Ayesha Raza, XI
AIS Pushp Vihar

e is an introvert. He is
an extrovert. Do these
statements ring a bell?

Well, we have always been try-
ing to fit ourselves and more-
over, others into these two
categories while doing a person-
ality analysis. And, when the
tiny virus changed the lives of
all, we mean including intro-
verts and extroverts, the impli-
cations were interesting. Read
on to know how...

Wearing
masks
“Yayyy! It’s so good,
now we do not need to
answer irrelevant
questions bombarded
by people surrounding
us,” remarked all the

introverts around the
world. But why? The
mandatory wearing of
masks at all times was
nothing less than a
blessing in disguise be-
cause it meant less chatter
and more of their own
space and time. Well, in
case of extroverts, they
were not really happy about
it because masks were (and
still are) a hindrance for

them to get attention and ex-
press themselves better.

Social distancing
Family gatherings, parties— a
big NO and the introverts were
all for once dancing as the rule
of social distancing made its
way during the pandemic and
saved so many of their days
with peace all round. Yet, a loud
cry was heard on the other end,
“Oh God, we cannot move out
of our homes, not even meet our

) '

dear ones. What kind of a
rule is this?” And we
know why-the extro-
verts were not

What if we

Pyjamas are so com-
fortable,” jump-
ing with joy
said all the

happy about it, be- cannot pal’ty and introverts
cause obviously Q with a
who does not like mO\.’e out with f)lll' flash  of
to explore the frlends, we still heart
world outside 1: emoji in
freely? Ahem! have 0}11’ families their eyes
with us. because the

Dressing up mighty  lock-

“Who likes to wear that
straight fit jeans all day long?

down called for a
complete blanket ban on the
concept of ‘dressing up’.
Whereas, extroverts banged
their head on the wardrobes as
they missed the opportunities to
flaunt their new attires, shoes,

watches, bags, nailpaints,
:j/ £hairdos, etc. during this
: lockdown. Imagine the
pain? Urgh!

\ f

Family-time

Well, don’t worry, this
one’s where the extroverts
gained the much required
energy as they exclaimed,
“What if we cannot party
and move out with our
friends, we still have our
families with us. We all can
try new recipes, games and
other things.” On the other
hand, introverts were seen

struggling to find a peaceful
corner for themselves as family

nibbling is consistent. GH

Stay home...

....And Be Safe From Coronavirus

Vedant Varshney
AIS Mayur Vihar, VII D

OVID-19 — the new
deadly virus that
started from China and

has now spread to more than
200 countries. It started in No-
vember in 2019 and has
brought down developed
countries like Italy and Amer-
ica to its knees. In USA, there
are more than 10 million cases
and in India there are 8.4 mil-
lion cases, Well, the numbers
will probably increase by the
time you finish this sentence.
Till today, no vaccination has
entered the market while there
are many under trial phase as
scientists all over the world are

working very hard. The symp-
toms of novel COVID-19 are
fever, tiredness, dry cough,
aches, running nose, sore
throat, etc. It spreads by con-
tact, which is why it is impor-
tant for all of us to maintain
social distance and stay inside
our homes. Wear a mask if you
are in contact with others, and
if you feel sick, stay away
from others. Avoid going out-
side or even ordering food
from outside. Keep washing
your hands regularly and sani-
tising everything around you,
from your phones and laptops
to your TV and tables. This is
the time to show solidarity to-
wards each other and stay at
home to remain safe.

DS |
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A day in a year

My hand almost reached my pocket
To let the hundred bucks breathe

But had to return half way

‘

With water spilt on my dreams

While walking on the lonely road
A cool brisk of wind hit my face

It was then, I glanced at the trees
The bright blue sky caught my sight

282e

Avni Munjal, AIS Gurugram 43, IX D

It was this day in this year The sky was difficult to recall

W
S

i

I saw it after four months and all
A view apart from my ceiling top
I beheld nature as my feet stopped

A year that doesn’t really count
That caught us off-guard
And left us home-bound

So, it was a day in a year

When I ventured out of home

On to a little corner by the road

Where stood a mobile ice-cream parlour

I think the breeze was a message
The nature sent a carriage

Or it was itself the mother earth
Who thought that I was worth

Mahika Banger
AIS Saket, IX C

orona time is a time
when people are strug-
gling immensely in

It was a really brief journey

My toes dressed in slippers

My pocket filled with money

To have my favourite chocolate cone

Suddenly I imagined

The trees tackling my sad face
Swinging their hands branched
Welcoming me to the open space

their mental and physical state.
Especially youngsters who are
physically very energetic and
are in a constant need of going
It wasn’t my first summer feast
But never did I go on my own feet
I would always send my brother
As going out in lockdown, I deny

It was this day in a year
When I finally came to realise
There was so much to be seen
By my otherwise sleepy eyes destruction making the rounds, it
is a time when nothing but nega-
tivity surrounds the lives of peo-
ple. But amongst these negatives,
there are some positive things,
whether big or small, that needs
to be taken into consideration
when it comes to making the
youngsters of our country more
responsible and creative.

This is a time to boost our aca-
demic prowess and simultane-

Didn’t feel like clinging to the rules
This one day I had a different mood
I decided to leave my cozy bed
Hours after hours, a novel I read

And this day of the year
My charming journal won
A rather wonderful account
That I would never forget

But this very day in a year

Wasn’t that cruel until I discovered
That the ice-cream vendor

Had a business up another hill

There is a bit piece left to share
The chocolate cone that left me sad
That very night, I relished the same
He got it, my amazing dad!

ously discover other talents
within us. Earlier, many children
were not able to focus on and pur-
sue their passion because they
didn’t have the time but now, the
one thing that we all have in
abundance is time. So, get up and
dig up the dormant talents buried
deep inside you and turn them
into something visionary, produc-
tive and fun for you to learn and
possibly make a career out of.

‘S

Fortunate In These Unfortunate Times

Secondly, reflect upon your habits

and responsibilities, and turn

yourself into more of a humani-

tarian. We have seen so many

people struggle financially,

mentally, and physically dur-

ing these times while we, the

privileged ones, sit back on

our couches and relax. So, this

is the time to turn ourselves into

outside and meeting other people responsible and concerned citi-
to take care of their overall well- zens and help the needy ones. We
being. With news of death, and can do that in various ways such

as by donating money and food to
various NGOs, by providing
masks or sanitisers to those who
cannot afford them, etc. Taking
such small steps wouldn’t hurt us
but it would surely help those
who cannot help themselves.
Thus, with corona, it is time to be
newer and better versions of our-
selves. It is also time to look after
ourselves and the ones we love.
Be safe and be responsible. Gl
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Human eye

Only one sixth of
the human eyeball
1s exposed.

Razzmatazz 2020

When The Melodies Resonated Virtually

The first ever virtual fest of rhythm and tunes opens to a euphomous and euphoric start

AIS Pushp Vihar

he 10th Razzmatazz, an
annual inter school com-
petition of  western

music, was held virtually for the
first time ever on Sept 25, 2020.
The competition envisioned by
Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan, Chair-
person, Amity Group of Schools
and RBEF, to foster rhythmic in-
telligence of young minds, saw

participation from 26 schools of
Delhi/NCR including all the
branches of Amity Group of
Schools. The young western
classical, jazz percussionists and
vocalists competed in various
categories namely, solo singing,
piano, acoustic guitar, unique in-
strument, bass guitar, drums,
electric guitar and keyboard.
Amity Group of Schools won 17
awards in various categories.

VRN
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AIS Gurugram 46 won first prize
in acoustic guitar. AIS Pushp
Vihar, AIS Mayur Vihar and AIS
Saket won first, second and third
prizes in ‘solo singing’ respec-
tively. In piano, AIS Gurugram
46 secured second position, and
AIS Mayur Vihar came third. In
unique instrument, both AIS
Pushp Vihar and AIS Saket
bagged second position. First
and second prizes in bass guitar
went to AIS Saket and AIS
Mayur Vihar and in drums AIS
Vasundhara 6 stood second while
AIS Gurugram 46 & AIS Pushp
Vihar shared third prize. In elec-
tric guitar, AIS Pushp Vihar won
first prize and AIS Mayur Vihar
bagged the second prize. In key-
board, AIS Saket stood first and
AIS Gurugram 43 came third.
Laura Santana, the youngest jazz
vocalist of India and three
alumni namely Mukul Jiwnani,
Apaar Dua and Sarthak Ray,
comprised the eminent jury of
the competition. GH

AIS Mayur Vihar

( j lass VI students conducted a special vir-
tual assembly on October 23, 2020 to ob-
serve the United Nations Day. The

assembly commenced with the chanting of Gay-

atri mantra and a shloka for peace and harmony.

Word of the day, thought of the day and news

were shared following which students took a

pledge to strive for peace and harmony. They re-

cited self-composed poems and presented a skit
to explore different elements of UN Sustainable

Development Goals (UNSDGs). While some stu-
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School Lounge

A day for harmony

dents shared their experiences of recently held e-

AMVMUN others performed on John Lennon’s
song ‘Imagine’ and Michael Jackson’s song ‘We
are the world’. Class teachers Soniya Verma and

Students attend special assembly on the UN day

Karamveer Kaur, highlighted the relevance and
role of United Nations in the modern world. The
assembly culminated with the school song.

Reading to victory
Amitians Prove They Are Bibliophiles

Anika Bansal

AIS Vasundhara 6

X students
namely Anika
Bansal and

Yashvardhan Madnavat
(IX), Krish Bhatnagar
and Shubh Sharma (X),
Sameer Raghav and
Ashmita Sharma (XI)

-
Shubh Sharma

Yashva;dhan

Ashmita Sharma

-
Sameer Raghav

stages namely passage
reading with questions
and answers and a com-
puter based reading test
for speed and accuracy.
The objective of the
challenge was to en-
hance the reading liter-
acy of students by
engaging them into

won the National
Reading Challenge held
by CBSE from Febru-
ary 11-19, 2020 with re-

sults being declared on
October 26, 2020. They
were also declared the
toppers from Noida re-

gion of the challenge.
The competition held
for the students of Class
VIII-X comprised two

reading a variety of
texts with speed, accu-
racy, ability to draw in-
ference and reflect. 6l

Leaders of tomorrow deliberate issues of today’s world

Harvard MUN 2020

Learning To Lead World

AERC

team of 20 students
from Amity Group of
Schools across Delhi

NCR participated and won vari-
ous accolades in the special on-
line Harvard MUN (HMUN)
India, held from August 13-16,
2020. Over 1,400 high school
students from more than 150
schools and13 countries around
the world participated in the
event co-hosted by Harvard
University’s International Re-
lations Council (IRC) and
Worldview. Dhruv Bhargava
from AIS Gurugram 46 and San-
jali Sharma from AIS Noida,
both from Class X, won the titles
of Best delegate- Cyprus and
Outstanding delegate- Palau, in

legal Committee and UNGA re-
spectively. Lakshita Aggarwal
from Class VIII of AIS Saket
won Diplomatic Commendation
in UNEP and Archisha Veda of
Class XII, AIS Gurugram 46
won Honorable Mention in
UNCSW. A special appreciation
award was presented to Somesh
Taori of Class XII, AIS Guru-
gram 46, in legal committee.
The delegates debated on top-
ics like ‘Combating anti-micro-
bial resistance & public health
and recreational drug use’,
‘Lethal autonomous weapons
systems’, etc. HMUN was an
amazing opportunity facilitated
by Amity Educational Re-
source Centre for the Amitians
to showcase their diplomatic
and leadership skills.

Learning to take first step

Startup Workshop Hones Business Acumen Of Amitians

AERC

three days online work-
shop on Amity Entre-
preneurship and

Start-Up Programme was held
from September 28-30, 2020 for
the students of Class VIII-XII.
The workshop, first in the series
to be organised by Amity alum-
nus, was conceptulized by Amity
Educational Resource Centre
(AERC), under the visionary
guidance of Chairperson, Amity
Group of Schools and RBEF, Dr
(Mrs) Amita Chauhan. Con-
ducted by two Amity alumni
namely Shaurya Mehta, Junior at
Stanford University & Naman
Tekriwal, Sophomore at Hong
Kong University of Science &
Technology, a total of 45 stu-
dents from various branches of
Amity Group of Schools partici-
pated in it. The workshop com-
menced with a brief insight into
the conceptualisation of the start-
up programme followed by a
brief introduction of the guests.
It provided an end-to-end knowl-
edge of the entrepreneurship
cycle, from its initial phase of
evaluating a business idea to the

"mil LY

Business leaders of tomorrow learn 21st century business skills

actual business launch. Partici-
pants were further introduced to
the myths and realities of entre-
preneurship using myriad case
studies. Various other activities
were conducted during the work-
shop to encourage the students to
work in teams with randomly
chosen members and develop
their ideas. Concepts like ‘Target
Market’, ‘Competition Analy-
sis’, ‘Venture Capital’, ‘Cus-
tomer Discovery’, ‘SWOT’
Analysis and ‘Lean Business
Canvas’ were also discussed.

The workshop concluded with
11 teams delivering PowerPoint
presentations of their unique
business ideas, judged by Kevin
Ho, ex managing director, Bar-
clays Asia Pacific, Hong Kong
and Rohit Jha, founder, Vikings
Career Strategists, India. The
overall winners and the best
pitch award went to team 6 com-
prising Adriel and Madhav Sood
(AGS Gur), Anika Mathur (AIS
Saket) and Dakshesh (AIS
Saket) for their idea ‘Patient
house’. Team 3 comprising

Anirudh Pratap and Mehak
Varshney (AIS PV), Ajay (AIS
Noida) and Parineeta Marwaha
(AIS Gur 46) bagged second po-
sition for their idea ‘Who’s
cookin’. Third prize was
awarded to team 7 comprising
Anirudh Arun (AGS Noida),
Vanshika (AIS Noida), Vidhi
Khurana (AIS Saket) and Asmi
Mittal (AIS Gur 46) for their idea
‘Liaison hub’. Team 8 compris-
ing Khushi Goel (AIS MV),
Rudra Rudra (AIS Gur 46),
Sachleen Shah (AIS Noida), and
Udit Gupta (AIS Saket) won the
special mention award for their
idea ‘Mood elevato’.

About the programme

Amity Entrepreneurship and
Start-Up Programme is an initia-
tive of AERC that aims to pro-
vide a unique opportunity to the
young leaders of Amity Group of
Schools to become successful en-
trepreneurs. This programme in-
cludes an annual workshop
conducted by leading entrepre-
neurs from across the globe, that
gives young minds an insight
into the A to Z of entrepreneur-
ship and the working of a start-
up. G
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Variety

Corneas are the only tissue of the human

body that do not have blood.

All top quotes contributed by
Koyal Das, AIS Gurugram 43, IX B
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Yashika Aneja, GT Network

irsts are best. Firsts are spe-
F cial. Each one a blessing,
each one a hustle! Gauri
Srivastava, a student of Class XI
from Amity International
School, Viraj Khand, Luc-
know has had a recent brush
with the beauty of first. Having
successfully published her first
book “60’s and beyond’, she is
currently reeling in the splen-

dour of her first printed work.
Being published at the tender age of
16 is no mean feat. But when you
have been writing since the age of
eleven, this shouldn’t really come as

a surprise.

When most of us were busy
playing  Tic-tac-toe,

Gauri was spending her leisure
time writing short stories and
poems, and as an avid reader,
reading classics, thrillers, and fan-
tasies. Don’t believe us? Listen it
straight from the horse’s mouth,
“Writing is a part of my being.
Even though the muse to write
comes and goes as it pleases, and
there are days when I write through
hours and others when not even a
minute, [ love writing. I talk to peo-
ple, listen to their stories and record
them in my writings.” All the mak-
ings of a great writer indeed!

Calm down! We know you are all
curious to know what her debut book
is about, so were we! And so that’s
exactly what we asked her to fill us
in on next. “Well, ‘60’s and Beyond’
is a biography of my maternal grand-
father who suffers from Parkinson’s
disease, a lethal neurological disor-
der. It basically talks about the life of
a simple man and his simple world,
showcasing what time can do to a
great mind. It will give the readers a
sense of how there’s so much more
to a person than meets the eye,”
elaborated Gauri with an inexplica-
ble spark in her eyes.

We could sense it was something

coming from a very personal space.
This one’s going to be an emotional
read you all, but would “keep the
readers glued till the end” as Gauri
surmised.

Intrigued to know more and making
sure we don’t reveal much, we asked
her to shed some light on how the
idea of writing the book came about.
“My mom wanted me to write some-
thing about Nana, and so, having
nothing else productive to do during
this lockdown, I started listening to
his anecdotes. It took me around one
and a half months to pen them all
down in a diary. Then, it had to be

It Is my first one...

...Says Gauri Srivastava, A Young Amitian As She Talks About Her First Book

typed which, trust me, was the
most onerous part of the entire
project,” recounted Gauri with
ebullience.
“Once done with the writing part, I
approached a few publishing houses
and eventually, picked one. The
page design, book cover, preview,
ISBN number, proof reading, and
other things took about another
month or so, and finally the book was
out on October 20,” she added, exud-
ing her love for the art of writing with
every word she spoke.
Accrediting her parents for under-
standing her passion and helping her
realise it, Gauri says she writes with
the sole aim to spread empathy in the
world, for as she puts it, “empathy is
precisely what this fast paced world
needs, now more than ever.”
As she signed off with a promise to
come back with some more powerful
stories in the future, amongst them an
anthology all set to be launched this
month, she left us with hope that if
willed, everything is achievable.
And by the way, ‘60’s and Beyond’ is
available online on Amazon, Flipkart,
etc. So, what are you all waiting for?
Go grab your copies today itself and
don’t forget to drop in a review.
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irst cab ride

When Your Train Of Thought Moves Faster Than A Cab

Nandini Sunil, AIS PV, XII E

t was 6° o clock in the
Ievening. Sana was waiting

for the cab to arrive. It had
been a long time since she had
met her friend and couldn’t wait
to get there. But as excited as she
was, Sana had also been fretting
on the idea of taking a cab. After
all, this was the first time she was
going to fly solo in a cab.
The cab finally arrived - a white
Swift with tinted windows. She
took a long hard look at the win-
dows, the darkness of the films
only making her anxious. “Oh
God! Mom was right. I should
have booked an auto instead,”

she thought as she entered the
white car.

“Good evening ma’am, sorry I
got a bit late. But I assure you
that you will reach the destina-
tion right on time,” said the
driver. The eerily cheerful driver
made Sana shift uneasily in the
backseat. “Isn’t he acting a little
too friendly?” she muttered
under her breath.

In the next moment, Sana was
reprimanding herself for being
‘overanalytical’ and got back to
scrolling through her phone. But
not for long as the driver’s phone
rang in the very next instant.
“Hello! Yes, yes. Do not worry,
I’1l be there on time. [ am on my

way,” he said.

Sana could not help but wonder,
“Who is he talking to? Why is he
talking about being on time? Is
this about me? I should, maybe,
ask him to roll down the win-
dows.”

While she was contemplating on
all the possible things she could
have done to avoid this situation,
the driver took a different turn as
compared to the regular route she
was familiar with. Her senses
now alert, she sprang up imme-
diately, “Bhaiya, this is not the
correct turn. Which route are you
taking? This in fact is a longer
route.” And as she spoke she
wondered if the nervousness in

her voice was apparent to the
driver too.

She felt that the driver had some-
thing else in mind. “I think it is
time to press the speed dial. I
should ask dad to start tracking
me now,” she thought. “Madam,
the other route is completely
packed with traffic. There is no
way we could reach on time had
we gone that way,” said the
driver, unaware about the array
of questions that speedily ran in
Sana’s mind.

Sana was so lost deep in her own
pile of thoughts that she didn’t
pay attention to what the driver
had to say. She started browsing
for all the self-defense classes
near her locality and planned to
join one of them in the coming
weekend. Suddenly her phone
rang, and her friend’s face
flashed on the screen. She picked
up and murmured, “Hi, Mehul!
Ummm...I guess I’ll be there in
15 minutes. You know wh...”
and just then a voice interrupted,
“Ma’am, we have reached the
destination,” said the driver as he
stopped the car exactly in front
of her friend’s house.

“Ufff! Never mind, I am right
outside your house,” replied
Sana and took a deep breath on
the phone. Her journey of
thoughts finally ended with a
five star rating.

Sana chided herself for freaking
out for no reason, but then she
knew that a little alertness goes a
long way. “Next time, I’ll be
alert, not anxious,” she said to
herself getting out of the car. Gl

It's Exam Day For Shades

Ayushi Goel
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t was a bright sunny day. All
Ithe colours were dressed in

their uniforms, doing the
final round of revision for the
mid-term exam which was
about to begin in an hour. Let’s
have a look at what the inside
scene was like within this VIB-

GYOR School of Shades.

Blue: I will never be able to get
it done. Why is this even in the
syllabus? How is learning about
algebra going to help me in fu-
ture? At this rate, I will end up
becoming a hairdresser or some-
thing. *Blue shudders*

Black: Ugh, just listening to you
depresses me sometimes. No
wonder they invented the idea of
Monday blues after you.

Don’t worry if you do
become a hairdresser, I’1l be one
with you. We’re best friends,
aren’t we?

Blue: No we are not. My only
best friend is Green.
Green: Thanks man! Also, just
chill will you? This test is only
20% of our final grade. How
will it actually matter?
Purple: You’re right it won’t.
Honestly, if you have a rich fa-
ther nothing really matters.
Red: Or a fast mind. I don’t
know about you all, but I'm
going to ace the test like always.
Blue: Thanks for your help Red!
Red: *rolls her eyes and goes
back to re-revising the syllabus™*
White: You people fight like
children. You know Shake-
speare once said, “Give every
man thy ear but few thy voice.”
It perfectly applies on you all.
Black: Didn’t you get like an F
in your last exam? I don’t think
you should be pointing fingers
at anyone buddy!

Ignore them all Blue.
Green: He’s not going to make
you his best friend. Back off!
Blue: You guys are a disaster!
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