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This special edition has been
brought to you by AIS Pushp
Vihar as a part of the GT
Making A Newspaper Contest.
The inter-Amity newspaper
making competition witnesses
each branch of Amity across
Delhi/NCR churning out its
own ‘Contest Edition’. The
eight special editions are pitted
against one another at the end
of the year, which decides the
winner at GT Awards. So,
here’s presenting the first

Aman Singh, XI B & Roshini
Srivastava, XI F, AIS Pushp Vihar

home for Syrians. They are losing their
resolve every day. The hope for a warm
home remains a dream for many in India
too. As per the Civil Society Organisa-
tions, there areneq@ million homeless

home 7

“Home Is Where The Heart Is 4 But Where Does The Heart Lie?
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The plight of the elderly
The 2011 census revealed that almost 15
million elderly Indians live alone, while
many are sent to old age homes. Today,
more than 68 million of elderly popula-
recorded a

hat makes a home? Is it a
s’s/ physical location, or is it
something more than that? Is

it a warm bed and a comfortable couch
or something much more than just com-
fort? Is it love and attachment to some-
one we care about or the feeling of
security and safety? Just like no

people in urban‘.%g : ad‘ a. harfi hitting

edition of ‘GT Making A
Newspaper Contest 2018-19°.
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tion of our country lives with their fam-
ily but it is not quite the home they
dreamt of. No longer in control of their
own lives, many such elderly people are
victims to restricted social life, mental
torture and other forms of harassment.

Home for the Agéﬁd}.ﬁ la

69% increase in the nun%r of residents
of old-age homes over the past four
years. It is likely that more than 20% of
our elderly population will be residing
in old age homes by 2020.

Settlement elsewhere, P4 two people are the same, no two

‘homes’ are alike either.

Teaming with life, PS5

Homeless and stranded +
The Syrian Arab Republic is suffering
from one of the worst humanitarian
crises of our time. Amidst a full blown
civil war, Syria has left the majority of »
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its citizens homeless, struggling to i P 2
Do you think green crackers home within and outside the country. =
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will not add to the alarming Nearly 5,000 Syrians flee the country b
level of pollution? every day while 6.5 million people re-
main homeless and uprooted, which
a) Yes b) No equals to 28% of the Syrian population
Can’t of 22 million people. With this rampant
©) Can’t say destruction, there is no such thing called
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What would home mean for someone
with a house but no love or belonging?
The question still stands.

The sphere of life
gust 1 marked ‘Earth Overshoot
', that point in the year when the de-
or natural resources far exceeded
planet can renew. Global natu-
rces are depleting by 45% every

e 'human nace Scientists such as Stephen
Hawking have predicted that the human
civilisation will become extinct in com-
ing years, unless colonies can be estab-
lished in space. Presented with two
options, colonising space and building
residential units in the orbits of or on

other planets in the coming centuries or
facing long-term extinction by becom-

_ing a single-planet species, most of us
‘have already abandoned any hope of
taining our current home: Earth.
: ‘earth has cradled our civilisation
'-éﬁ&‘-fi_illions of species for millions of
yea'r§.' This planet has been our home
since the existence of mankind, one that
will cease to exist soon. Even if human-
ity Lé able to make place on a new
planet, will it be the home that earth has
always been to us.

What would home mean for a child liv-

ing somewhere where its species never

even began? The important question
still stands.¢l

Dhairya Chaudhary
AIS Pushp Vihar, XII C

ges ago, somewhere in the land of Persia
Awas born a style of storytelling which
needed no props or fancy stages, yet
transponded the audience into the lands of magic
and charms. The art eventually came to be
known as ‘Dastangoi’ and then found its way into
the land called ‘Hindustan’. However, it re-
mained a male bastion until the 20th cen-
tury, when a little girl named ‘Fouzia’ was
born. Enchanted by the magic of stories,
. Fouzia blossomed into ‘first female Das-
tango’ of India. In a candid ‘guftagoo’
with GT reporters, Fouzia Dastango
speaks about dastaan-e-zindagi.

On finding true love...
1 didn’t choose dastangoi, it chose me.
The last dastango, Mir Baqar Alj,
had died in the same area I was
born. I feel this to be a divine
connection. It was in 2005 that I
first saw a dastangoi session and
decided that this was something
I wanted to do. However, the
love for storytelling is some-
thing I was born with. Even
‘ during my school days, I had

* Fouzia Dastango
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GT rbortes with Fouzia Dastango .

been recognised as a storyteller and I would often
be greeted by ‘Which story are you going to tell
today, Fouzia?’ While other kids would buy can-
dies with their pocket money in Sunday Market,
I would eagerly await the release of comics and
novels and just pour over them.

On breaking stereotypes...

I had never been one for norms. Unlike the other
members of my family I never picked up teaching
in a classic way as my profession, I never learnt
to cook, I would dance and skip over the roofs
like boys. So, when it came to taking up dastan-
goi as a profession, an art form open only to
males, I did not hesitate to pursue my passion. |
am glad that these days more and more girls are
taking up this art and making progress.

Daastaan-e-badlaav

Hearing The Ace Storyteller Share Her Magical Story Of Inspiration

On life, death and revival...

The advent of technology has rendered the cul-
ture of mingling and seeking entertainment from
live sources feeble. Dastangoi hit an all-time low
with the passage of time. On the verge of extinc-
tion, the art form was revived by Mahmood Fa-
rooqui and Danish Husain, a very impactful
storywriter. Fortunately, people have again started
flocking towards the tradition of live art forms
and Dastangoi survived its dark spell.

On stories of change...

Stories are powerful enough to communicate the
most difficult of messages. Giving a speech on a
topic for half an hour makes people yawn and
scroll through their phones, however, story telling
leaves them deeply imprinted. This art form can
be used to communicate social messages and that
too effectively. The dastaan called ‘Nanhi Ki
Nani’ by eminent author Ismat Chughtai is a very
sensitive story on women empowerment.

On parting notes...

To all the young students reading this newspaper,
remember that there are no short cuts in life; the
road to success is long and hard. Also, stay close
to your roots. It is important to read literature of
your own culture in order to understand where
you belong. Lastly, follow your dreams and suc-
cess will definitely follow you.GH
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Ground Reporting

Happy Diwali?

Just another editors’ meet, where
weaving words doesn’t come as easy.

Aditi Suresh, AIS PV, XII F
Page Editor
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Happy shopping?

As The Festival Of Lights Approaches, Does Light Still Exist Under The Shutters?

Aditi Suresh, XII F &
Anvi Mahajan, X E, AIS PV

iwali is a festival that is
celebrated like a season.
People rush to markets

and malls to buy every possible
product they waited for the
whole year. As the weight of
shopping bags was ignored, the
heaviness of retailers’ pockets
was overjoyed. But such days
can only be reminisced about as
the ‘Big billion’ and ‘Diwali spe-
cial’ offers have directed the cus-
tomers away from the local
shopping experience. With
empty pockets, the shopkeepers
struggle to truly believe that it is
indeed a ‘happy’ Diwali.

Let this ship(ment) sink
With ecommerce shipments hit-
ting 3 million- daily during fes-
tive season, local shopkeepers
struggle to keep the shutter up.
“Our business has gone down by
30-40% in the last 5 years, this
season is no better,” says Manoj
Taneja, owner of a menswear
store in Sarojini Nagar.

Matching online discounts is not
the only hurdle. With ecommerce
sites offering EMIs and cashback
on the sale of even a pencil, the
oftline shopkeepers struggle to

GT reporte

record a profit in their books.

Every day is Diwali
The online sale that goes on year
long has not only affected how
the country shopped, but also the
income of those who desperately
waited for the festive season.
Ajay Khanna, a shop owner sell-
ing sarees in Karol Bagh says,
“Earlier, Diwali meant full
prices. There was no need to
offer discounts because the cus-
tomers would shop anyway. With
such heavy online discounts, we

rs in conversation with shop owner in Sarojini Nagar market

are forced to offer Diwali sales,
cutting on our profits.”

“People still shop during Diwali,
but the sale during festive season
has only been dipping for the
past few years, going as low as
40% this year,” says KL Nanda,
owner of serving ware store in
the busy Sadar Bazar. A survey
by Criteo says the average online
sale has gone up by 140%.

The continuous chain of one dis-
count on another has forced re-
tailers to burn a hole in their own
pocket to attract customers.

“Earlier, sales were held only
twice a year, which were usually
stock clearance sales before the
onset of the next seasons. Now
with online sales offering dis-
counts through the year, we are
offering sales as many as five
times a year,” says Mr Gupta, a
store owner in South Extension.

Try it then buy it
The ultimate motto of ‘Pehle is-
temaal kare, phir vishwaas kare’
is thrown out the window when
it comes to online shopping. Re-

tailers believe that these websites
provide such colossal discounts
because of their tie ups with big
brands or the upcoming market
of fake products. Mohan Lal, a
salesman in an electronics store
lamented, “Companies like Ama-
zon are offering a 1.5 tonne split
AC for less than Rs 30,000.” He
also elucidated that these brands
buy their products in bulk off sea-
son, enabling them to later sell at
nominal rates. Another salesper-
son Deepa at cosmetic store at
Lajpat Nagar Main Market, per-

[ S

Stores light up with variety for Diwali

ceives that sales online have
grown because of availability of
fake products, making it easier to
manipulate prices.

Regardless, they still believe in
the theory of ‘touch and feel’ to
convince a customer of a product.

In between the struggle of
matching up to online discounts
and keeping their doors open,
these businessmen remain hope-
ful, awarding sweat and blood to
their work, hoping for their
Diwali to be golden again.Gli
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Another edit meet, another welcome sign,
we're already running out of time!

Roshini Srivastava

AIS Pushp Vihar, XI F, Page Editor
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There Cannot Be Enough Posts For This Particular Job. True or False?
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Roshini Srivastava
AISPV,XIF

ocial media rose like a
S tsunami wave and has

now swept us all off our
feet. Since this form of media is
internet based, it is constantly
twisting and turning with the
change in the tides of trends and
moods, making it unendurable
for a layman to deal with its idio-
syncrasies. This hitch has given
way to a profession that is rising
up the ladder rapidly — a social
media manager. Here’s enlisting
the charter of duties of a job that
bears no fancy title, operates in
the shadows and yet remains an
imperative cog that keeps the
whole machine running.

The training program
“You’ll need to talk like Insta-
Graham Norton,” said my
trainer. A social media manager
needs to be fluent in the language
of Instagram, Facebook, Twitter,
Tumblr and everything else that
you can possibly think of when
it comes to the bright world of
internet. They are required to in-
teract with customers on a daily
basis and are in charge of all the
communication on social media,
which calls for a Bachelor’s de-
gree in journalism, marketing or

communication. There are many
universities which provide the
required degrees: University of
Alabama, Harvard University
and Michigan State University
located in USA are some of the
top schools for such programs.
Closer home, there is University
of Delhi and Amity University
amongst many others.

Skill to kill

“Fancy a glass of brand-y?” I
asked the rival.

Brand development is crucial as
it involves maintaining the on-
line reputation of the company.
This requires a good representa-
tion of the content chosen, com-
munication with the writers and
graphic designers and a good eye

for aesthetics. All of which a so-
cial media manager is expected
to do. That’s not all, a good com-
mand on language and the psy-
chological understanding of
viewers and customers are also
required. A social media man-
ager should be equipped enough
to adjust with new trends that
pop up on the internet every

week to ensure that the brand
stays relevant online.

I-for-Opportunit(eye)

I filtered through the information
in my mind, Juno and Valencia.
Since every other person is ac-
tive on social media nowadays, it
is very important for companies
to maintain a perfect online pref-
erence. Not only does it increase
the reach of the brand, but it also
gives them an opportunity for
gaining a lot of insight and infor-
mation regarding their cus-
tomers. To ensure this, a social
media manager is more than a
vital part of the organisation,
which is why the scopes in this
field are limitless. The average
salary of a social media manager
is Rs 3,45,599 per annum in
India, a rapid increase from ear-
lier salaries. Looking at the ex-
ponential rate at which social
media is growing, social media
managers have truly become one
of the well-skilled and sought
after employees in the market.

There is only so much so that a
400 word article can tell you
about your life ahead. So, this ca-
reer is a good choice, with its
own advantages and limitations,
like any other career, but one
worth a try. Gl
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Brainleaks-259
FOR CLASS VI-VIII

1.Which is involved in body
defence?

(a) Neutrophils

(b) Macrophages

(c) Lymphocytes

(d) All the above

Last Date: 3 correct entries win
1N(0)' l, 2018 attractive prizes
Ans. Brainleaks 258: (d)
Winner for Brainleaks 258

|.Sushanth Dasari, IV-E, AIS Gur-46
2.Ambika W. , IX-B, AFYCP AIS Noida
3.Kartik Yadav, X, AIMC

Send your answers to The Global Times,
E-26, Defence Colony, New Delhi - 24 or e-mail
your answers at brainleaks@theglobaltimes.in

A ‘cool’ choice

Cooler minds make better life choices

Aparajita Lahiri, AIS PV, XI F

hoosing a subject in Class XI is one of the
‘ major crossroads of life that one has to
.cross. Pity there are no zebra cross-
ings here that says ‘cross here’. Then there is the
question of “Which stream should I choose?”
looming large. It was not only the school that
was interested in my subject choices, but it
seemed like the entire world was drawn to my
predicament. I spent day and night con-
templating my subjects and making nu-
merous lists of pros and cons,
searching different career paths on
the internet, at the same time try-

well..

ing to turn a deaf ear to my par-
ent’s word to the wise.

We all grew up with the thought of
‘Science’ being the only accept-

able stream and maybe some-
where in my subconscious
mind that stuck with me. Then
again, whenever I thought
about what I wanted to do
and what my goals and aspi-
rations were, I was stuck
in the tussle of choos-
ing my subjects. I
wanted those sub-
jects which were so-
cially acceptable.
Well, it turns out that
my neighbours, the
well-meaning aunty in
the park and even our
cook could predict my
future exactly how it
would be and know just
how my life would
pan out. They
were quite clear

that they knew what was right for me and appar-

ently, I was not quite capable of owning up to my

Commerce,
Science....or
chocolate ice

game...

shesh Bharal, AIS PV, X E "
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choices and decisions in life!

I then realised that it was finally time that I stood
up for myself and proved to people that
I was on top of things and that this

was my decision to make. And
there was only a single way to do
it. A method, that has been
passed down through genera-

tions, a method that works wonders
and makes you realize the name of the

Ice cream.

I needed chocolate ice cream to get through
this quagmire, lots and lots of luscious and
creamy chocolate ice cream. Come to think of it,
ice cream is an amazing facilitator of think-
ing; the sedative with a coolness that fills
you with a serenity you could have
never imagined, the savoury taste ...
where was I? Yes, the decision.

Chocolate induced visions of me

in a lab coat, brrr not me, so that
was crossed out. Cut to busi-
ness suit, boardroom, Power-
Point... no way. Food
\ critic, travel shows,
world’s best restau-
. rants, now you are
talking. Who would-
n’t want a career that
gave you such a
sense of freedom?
Ah, what would I
ever do without
my saviour?
Chocolate ice

you!GHl
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Deeksha Puri, AIS PV, XI F

box, I wait. As time flies
by, I wait. I wait for the lid
to open, so that I can see the
world and jump in with my ca-
pabilities. Rather, through the
corner of my eye (rather,

In the comfortable metal

PA

cream, more
power to -
al

screws), I view he, who has
more of a deficient leg, the
‘compass’ that navigates much
of a student’s life, being picked
over the rest of us every single
time. I glance at my best friend,
who’s ‘set’ a world entirely
‘square’, has the same dejected
look on his face, as he looks at
the ‘ruler’ being pulled out.
“Um, excuse me, who called
this guy a ‘ruler’?” exclaims
my sharp-edged friend, the
‘set square’ in offense.
“A ruler is someone

Qualms of

Oh Divider, Are You A Brave Fighter?

who is multi-faceted, like me.”
he scoffs in distaste. “Really
now?” 1 mutter under my
breath dealing with similar
miseries of my own. I, the ‘di-
vider’ require some un-divided
attention from time to time as
well. I wonder and look at the
“protractor’, and can’t help but
ask, “Don’t you ever feel less
than all these hi-fi instruments
being picked?”

While the entire town of geom-
etry thought of him as a man
with half a brain, I still, at times
tend to listen to his words. He
answers, “Life is all about an-
gles. Change your perspective
from 0 to 180 degree and then
you’ll realise how straight
you're able to see.”

My best friend, the best of the
lot — the set square, mutters
under his breath, “Oh how I’d

commit first degree murder on
this guy.” I can’t help but stifle
a laugh, but I still ponder upon
this new perspective. I look at
the metal box and think of how
protected I feel in my cozy cor-
ner where I’m kept, and sud-
denly I hear shouts of chaos.
Compass comes back limping,
looking entirely distraught,
even on his one leg. His eyes
(read screws) look terrified, as
he can’t help but pant and col-
lapse in utter exhaustion.
“Manhandling again?” asks
protractor. Compass simply
nods. I artlessly shift my legs
from side to side. Wow, being
unused may be one of my
biggest qualms, but just this
once, it might’ve not been that
awful. They say the world is a
beautiful place, but for now, I’d
like to stay in my dark corner.
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A thing of
beauty...

..Is A Chemical Forever

Dhairya Chaudhary
AIS PV, XII C

A little bling
Eyeliner with a wing

e’ll begin by prim-
s ’s / ing our faces
with primer

to make our skin look
blemish-free and get

the makeup to last

longer. For this, we

will be coating our faces

in non-biodegradable silicones
and siloxanes; filling each nook

Now for the foundation and
concealer, we will be stuffing
our pores with octinoxate,

a chemical linked with
thyroid  disruptions.
Heavier foundations

have traces of lead, but

if it can be present in the
nation’s favourite snack
then why even worry about it?
You now have the option of

Let the products splash

As we get you ready in a dash
But before that, you must know
There is a lot behind

that flawless made-up glow

and cranny of our not-so-per-

fect faces. Over the

course of the day, this

will prevent your skin

from breathing, as all

the pores will be

closed. This may even

accelerate the ageing

process, but that’s what surger-
ies are for! *wink wink*

contouring and highlighting

your face with the help of

colours derived from

petroleum  sources

containing human

carcinogens linked

with diseases like

ADHD in children.

But didn’t the bottle al-

ways tell you to keep it out of
their reach?

lustration: Vanshika Chaudhary, AIS PV, X C

Time to paint one of our sen-
sory organs in dibutyl phtha-
lates - eye shadow!
Blend the colours and
go for eye priming to
make your lids heav-

ier. It can cause dis-
ruption in hormone
functioning, increase risk
of genetic mutilations and,
maybe, even liver failures,
when it interacts with chemi-

Finally, a dash of lipstick! Just
can’t go wrong with lipstick
and its plethora of op-
tions. You can choose
from eight different
heavy metals, chains of
parabens, acetates and
high hazard colorants. All

THREE

cals after being absorbed
through the skin. To complete
the look, line your eyes
with some carbon
black or coal tar dye,
a neurotoxin due to its
contamination by
heavy metals. If you
want your eyes to draw
more attention , go for mascara
to leave lingering traces of
quaternium-15!

depends on your choice!
Nickel neon and Arsenic
amber are all the rage
these days. Now,
you’ll look like the
new goddess — the
goddess of chemi-
cals!

Your skin will be grateful for years to come as you sport the
‘no makeup’ makeup look, with every product seeping into
your skin and blessing it with disruptions and skin diseases.
Your visits to the cosmetic store will be outnumbered by the
ones to a dermatologist; but who cares with that flawless look!

Grabbing the seats, stop right
there, that’s my Editor’s Chair!
Tanya Talwar, AIS PV, X A
Page Editor
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DEATH

Illustration: Keshav Gupta
AISPV, X C

Can You Define It? At Least Give It A Shot!

Viviana Longjam
AIS Pushp Vihar, X B

he doctor finally re-en-
Ttered the lobby. “Unfor-

tunately, she has died.”
However, around 10 am the next
morning, Mrs Rafiq’s daughter
found her mother waking up.
Mrs Rafiq had been declared
dead, yet here she was, alive and
breathing again.
There being numerous cases
where people are ‘coming back
alive’, the line between life and
death seems blurred.

Is there a true definition?
Death. We all feel that we are
well acquainted with that word.

But problems start arising when
we attempt to define it with pre-
cision. What is death? Scientists,
doctors, philosophers, they have
all struggled with placing death
into exact words.

Is it brain or heart?
Death was once defined as the
cessation of heartbeat and
breathing, but modern technol-
ogy has proven that definition to
be insufficient, as it is possible to
sometimes revive a person even
when their heart stops or their
lungs collapse.

Nowadays, there exists a new
form of medical declaration
known as ‘Brain Death’, wherein
patients are considered dead

when the electrical activity in
their brain ceases. Your brain
controls all your movements,
your thoughts, and your person-
ality. So if your brain “dies’, your
consciousness dies with it.

Yet, a brain dead person’s vital
organs can continue to function;
they can have a heartbeat and
even respond to certain stimuli.
The body could still be biologi-
cally functioning and it could
probably be kept ‘alive’ on life
support systems. But the ‘person’
or their ‘soul’, is gone.

Is death a paradox?
So are we trying to redefine
‘death’? In a way, yes. But if we
refer to the previous definition,

no. On cellular level,

death is an event where a biolog-
ical cell ceases to carry out its
functions. Which implies, if the
event of ‘death’ of cell occurs, the
tissue dies and follows death of
human. But then we have seen
cells revived based on their com-
plexity. So, a breathing person is
not alive, as his cells are dead,
which again creates a paradox.

We are questioning the reliability
of this end, as it is all a game of
cellular chemicals and their func-
tionality. We can’t tell if a dying
person is closer to being alive or
to being dead. Death is, after all,
seemingly the end to this tran-
sient period we call ‘life’.

Setlement elsewhere

Are We Finally Ready To Destroy Another Planet?

Graphic: Aditya Doomra, AIS PV, XI D

Shreya Ghosh, AIS PV, XI C

already planning on setting

up camps on Mars, settle-
ment on another planet seems
like an easy feat on paper, but
what would we require to actu-
ally go through with it?

In a day and age where we’re

Final destination
Unless travel websites set up
shop for trips around the galaxy,
choosing a destination to go to is
a major challenge for future set-
tlements. Proximity to sun, avail-
ability of water and sustenance
of life are some factors you
might want to consider before
choosing your destination. Or-
ganisations like NASA generally
look for planets that most resem-
ble Earth and Mars along with 50
new exoplanets that were identi-
fied for the same. While planets
like Jupiter might seem attractive
for settlement, you might actu-
ally end up literally making
‘sandcastles in the air’ to sustain
life on the gas giant.

Stuck at structures
After you are done with choos-
ing a destination, channel your
inner Elon Musk and design the
structure for your settlement.
The structure should be designed
such that it meets gravity, atmos-
phere, materials available and
residential requirements. Several

scientists also mention that
weightlessness, growth potential
of settlement in the future, and
capabilities to harness solar en-
ergy are also vital in making a
structure for a settlement. Many
have suggested spinning settle-
ments, to create pseudo gravity,
even in zero gravity.

Inside infrastructures
You might have to promise your
settlers ‘Achche Din’, for you
shall be responsible for devising
infrastructural planning and
think of ways to provide basic
amenities to the residents: food,

water, sunlight. You will have to
arrange for these using advanced
methods of aeroponics and/or
aquaponics, to recreate living
conditions on our home planet.

Humanity insanity
Settlements, in general, are a
game of real estate; they provide
the best housing for settlers. But
humans need more viz entertain-
ment, recreation and reassurance
in their lives. These elements,
such as communication systems,
would be further essential for
human survival. The most com-
mon way to do this is to use

satellites, just like we do on
Earth. You might also need to in-
clude safety measures for your
settlement inhabitants.

After a long, tedious exercise of
planning a settlement on a planet
similar to Earth, we are all left
wondering, “Why do we need to
leave Earth in the first place?”” To
continue that thought, the the
best setep seems that we should
preserve our very own settle-
ment; which we have been natu-
rally provided what we might
fail to artificially recreate, but
would we really? Gl
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