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This special edition has been J r
brought to you by Amity Interna- -

tional School, VKC, Lucknow,
as a part of the ‘GT Making A
Newspaper Contest’. Each page
of this unique edition carries a
special story handcrafted by the
school’s editorial team as a part
of the competition. The inter-
Amity newspaper making com-
petition witnesses different
branches of Amity schools across
India churn out their own ‘Con-
test Edition” which are pitted
against one another at the end of
the year, culminating with GT
Awards. So, here’s

presenting the tenth and the last
edition of ‘GT Making A News-
paper Contest 2020-21°.

Do you think a global
taxation regime would help
combat the growing cases of
tax evasion and rising
inequality world over?

a) Yes
b) No
¢) Can’t say

To vote, log on to
www.theglobaltimes.in

POLL RESULT
for GT issue November 15, 2021

With Germany seeing a
record 50,000 cases, do you
think that the pandemic
maybe returning?

36%

’ Results as on November 20, 2021
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Nation first, always first

An Ex-Soldier’s Journey From Fighting On The Border To Serving People Within

Anubhav Singh, XI B &
Shreya Srivastava, IX A, AIS VKC Lko

‘ ‘ The welfare of my
people always comes
first,” says Dr BD

Mishra. With an illustrious army
career spanning over three
decades, Dr Mishra, a retired

brigadier and the former com-
mander of National Security
Guard (NSQG), is currently serv-
ing as the Governor of the state
of Arunachal Pradesh, having
taken the oath in 2017. His passion
to serve the nation is reflected in
his endeavours towards ensur-
ing a democratic, par-
ticipatory,

Hon’ble Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, Brig. (Dr) BD Mishra

and all-inclusive form of governance in his
state. In his conversation with the GT re-
porters, he shares his riveting journey from
being a soldier to finally becoming a states-
man. We provide you excerpts of the same.

As an Indian army personnel
As an integral part of one of the most disci-
plined armed forces in the world, serving in
the Indian Army was an earthshaking expe-
rience for me. I set off as a cadet in Kohima
team and was then commissioned in In-
fantry, the Madras Regiment, in 1961;
thenceforth, I fought for the defence of the
nation in the 1962 Indo-China war, the 1965
liberation war, and the 1971 Indo-Pak war,
before finally becoming a Brigadier. Post
my retirement in 1995, having served in the
army for almost 33 years, | volunteered in
the 1999 Kargil War as well. For [ am a sol-
dier and I need to protect my country and
my people till my last breath.

As the NSG Force Commando
The 1993 Indian Airlines Flight 427 Hijack
is one event that marks my career as the
commander of NSG. The hijack was exe-
cuted by a member of the terrorist organi-

GT reporters in conversation with Brig. (Dr) BD Mishra

sation Hijbul Mujahideen. And I still re-
member how the then Prime Minister was,
quite understandably, worried about the
safety of the civilians onboard, and how I
had to assure him of the mission’s success
to get a clearance. Having carefully exam-
ined the airfield post that, we stormed the
aircraft and executed the hijacker without
any civilian casualty, rescuing all the 126
passengers, 9 infants, and 6 crew members
safely at the Raja Sansi Airfield, Amritsar.

As the governor of AR
Arunachal Pradesh is the Nippon of India.
The state comprises about 26 major tribes
and 100 minor ones, each with its distinct
cultural identity, tradition, and ethos. It is a
mosaic of people, serving as an example of

perfect harmony in diversity for the rest of
the nation. But in spite of being so cultur-
ally rich, the state never fully received the
attention and developments it sought. How-
ever, owing to the dedicated efforts of PM
Narendra Modi, and our CM Pema Khandu,
things are really catching up. With neces-
sary technological and infrastructural ad-
vancements, including rural electrification,
better roads, appropriate water supply, and
other border area development projects, etc.,
to name a few, our state government is leav-
ing no stone unturned to make Arunachal
Pradesh one of the best states of North East-
ern India. And I think sooner or later, we’ll
achieve that goal for sure.

Continued on page 5...
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NC MORE SCARRED

Mariam Fatma & Varada Kachroo
AIS VKC Lko, IX B

Trigger Warning: Violence

*splash*

As seconds passed, agonised screams of
a woman engulfed the streets as she
struggled to pacify the blazing fire on her
face. She scratched, scraped, and
screeched as hard as she could, but the
end to her suffering was nowhere in sight.
A few months later, she found herself in
the emergency ward, with her aggrieved
parents by her side. “Our life’s over,”
they said. Baffled, she questioned
“Why?” till she saw, with what was left
of her eyesight, her disfigured face in the
mirror nearby. It wasn’t her face; it
wasn’t the body she remembered, yet it
was her life that ended! But did it really?
Alok Dixit, co-founder of the Sheroes
Hangout Café, says no! For “there is
nothing stronger than a broken woman
who rebuilds herself,” he tacked on.

The idea

Nestled amongst a row of busy
shopfronts in Lucknow is a café named
Sheroes, housed and run by women who
have survived acid attacks and are now
on a course to redefine their lives. “Many
women survivors led solitary lives prior
to working at the café. They were os-
tracised and left to struggle with feelings
of shame and trauma. Hence, it became
necessary to wipe out those scars from
their subconsciousness. Sheroes does ex-
actly that by aiding them at the earliest,

Stop acid attacks

A

GROUND REPORT ING

and by treating them as fighters rather
than victims,” asserted Alok.

The inception
“Being appalled by the staggering figures
of acid attacks in India coupled with a
complete lack of awareness about the
issue, I started the campaign #StopAci-
dAttacks way back in 2013. But some-
where along the road, I realised that the
survivors of these brutal attacks required
more immediate attention. For most of
them faced unemployment and were
forced to rely on their families that were
already exhausted by the burden of their
medical expenses. This is when I re-
solved to turn my campaign into some-
thing more concrete,” summarised Alok.

( ) And to get it for you, the perceptive observer reaps. i
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In 2014 thus, he inaugurated an organi-
sation, namely the Chhanv Foundation,
for the rehabilitation of these women.
Upon further realising that many of them
lacked the necessary professional skills,
he laid the foundation stone for Sheroes,
where both skilled and unskilled women
work and earn together. Its first branch,
entirely based on crowd funding, was set
up in Agra in 2016. This was followed by
a second café in Lucknow.

The execution
With stories of the survivors’ horrific or-
deal inscribed on its walls, Sheroes not
only works towards the empowerment of
women, but also materialises it in the
form of an eatery, an information hub, an
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The beautful bavehearts of Sheroes
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activism workshop, a one-point centre,
and a help desk for the victims of vio-
lence. “Guests can avail these facilities,
all while learning about acid attacks and
meeting the strong, resilient women who
endured them. One would find Farah at
the counter; she was attacked by her hus-
band in 2019. Shanti, who was attacked
by a distant relative over some familial
dispute, can be found serving the orders,
and Rani, who was 17 when she was at-
tacked by a random suitor, managing the
helpdesk,” detailed Alok.

The reception
Sheroes was honoured with the Nari
Shakti Puruskaar in 2016 by the then
President of India, Late Pranab Mukher-

GT reporters with Alok Dixit

jee. It has also been acknowledged by nu-
merous global organisations such as the
German Best of Business Awards, as its
reach extends far beyond the country’s
borders. However, the journey to empow-
erment wasn’t always smooth or as Alok
puts it, “In 2018, we received a notice
from UP Mahila Kalyan Nigam to vacate
the café, citing its inability to fulfil its
‘purpose’ as one of the reasons”. How-
ever, the general public extended their
support to the café, and protests were
held to express solidarity with the sur-
vivors. As the matter reached the Alla-
habad court thus, orders were issued to
revoke the notice. This is how a café
championed the cause of women, of sur-
vivors, not once but twice! Gl

Diego y Yo sets a record

Diego y Yo, the self-portrait of
the Mexican artist Frida Kahlo,
featuring her husband Diego
Rivera, was sold at an auction
at Sotheby’s in New York for
34.9 million USD, setting the
record for the highest price
ever paid for a painting by a
Latin American artist. Bought
by an unidentified buyer, Diego
y Yo (Diego and I) was
completed in 1949, and is one
of Frida’s most revered
paintings, depicting a teary-
eyed Kahlo with Rivera on her
brow, who has a third eye
embedded on his forehead.

NEWS
Flash

Around The
W@RLD

GT keeps the newswire
ticking by bringing yg

B CANADA

State of emergency declared
A state of emergency has been

Columbia, as torrential rains continue to

‘one-in-500-year event’.

&INDIA

Defence equipment for army
As a major push towards the
agenda of ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’, PM Modi, on Nov
19, handed over indigenously designed and built
equipment of defence to the three chiefs of armed
forces in UP. These included equipment like light
combat aircrafts, built by HAL, for the Air Force
Chief; drones and UAVs, built by Indian startups,
for the Army Chief; and advanced electronic

warfare suites, built by local sources, for the Navy.  of its forest area in

» Greece: Thousands of protestors burned US flags in front of the US embassy to mark the anniversary of the 1973 anti-
dictatorship uprising » Pakistan:The country passed a law approving electronic voting in the elections

declared in the Canadian province of British

region, with floods and landslides blocking roads
and railways, leaving thousands stranded and
several mountain towns isolated. With one death
and 3 missing reports filed so far, and evacuation
attempts well underway, some 18,000 people have
been reportedly displaced in what is termed as a

P BRAZIL

Elon to provide SpaceX aid
To help the government keep a
check on illegal deforestation in the Amazon
rainforest, Elon Musk has offered to provide
satellite technology in the region. In the meeting
with the Communications Minister, he also
highlighted how advanced tech like Starlink and
SpaceX can monitor Amazon, the world’s largest
reserve of flora and fauna that has already lost 8%

AZERBAIJAN

Cease-fire after border clash
Fresh skirmishes between Armenia :
and Azerbaijan broke out on Nov 16, killing 7
Azerbaijani service members and wounding another
10. Armenia has also reported 1 casualty, with 13
soldiers captured and 24 missing in action. After the
violent exchange of hostilities, both sides are currently
under a Russian-brokered ceasefire with the additional
deployment of 2,000 peacekeepers into the hostile
region. The clashes marked the worst fighting between
he two nations since the six-week long war last year.

pour in the

. £
S AUSTRALIA
Quantum Science essential
Having identified Quantum
science as “vital for national
interests”, PM Scott Morison, on
Nov 17, 2021, laid proposals to
invest over 73 million USD in the
field to develop quantum
technology in the country. As part
of its economic plan to further
revolutionise industries such as Al,
healthcare, and finance amongst
others, the government would also
fund and support nine other fields
of technology including advanced
cyber security, communications,
mineral extraction, autonomous
vehicles, novel antibiotics, etc., in
the upcoming years.

the past 18 years.
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Everything you imagine can be real, but just after a
few 1000 corrections.

Vanshika Singh & Aashna Bhalla, AIS VKC Lko, IX A
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Learning Gurve

Be a writer

From the news writer/editor working for a media house to the self-employed screenwriter seeking a break in the showbiz, writing is a
heterogenous professional field. And though it offers a variety of ways to set foot into the industry, it guarantees success to only those who
possess the power of the pen. Read on as Aashna Bhalla & Vanshika Singh, AIS VKC Lko, IX A, expound what it takes to build a career in
the field of writing and the opportunities it entails.

The path
I had a keen interest in writ-
ing since I was in 8th grade.
The idea to pen down your
thoughts and weave them to-
gether in verse has always in-
trigued me. Thus, to turn my
passion into a career opportu-
nity, I pursued a creative writ-
ing course from Xavier’s
Institute of Mass Communi-
cation, Mumbai. A few years
later in 2019, I finally pub-
lished my first book of poems
by the name Canopy.

The essentials
For a poet like me, creativity
and originality of thought are
the two most important de-
tails. Then comes the need to
be observant enough. For in a
very Pablo Nerudian sense,
poets are capable of turning
the ordinary into something
extraordinary and beautiful.
Apart from that, a good com-
mand over English certainly
is a plus point, but you don’t

have to stress over it much;
poetic license saves the day for
most of us.

The qualifications

A high school degree or equiv-
alent is the minimum educa-
tional requirement to qualify
for any kind of writing job. To
add on to your skills, you can
also pursue a graduate/post-
graduate degree in creative
writing. There’s an abun-
dance of institutes out there
providing the same. Other
than that, I would highly rec-
ommend every aspiring
writer to enrol for Himali
Kothari’s Creative Writing
Course at the Xavier’s Insti-
tute of Mass Communication,
Mumbai. I took this very
course under her and to be
fairly honest with you all, it
helped me enhance my writ-
ing skills a great deal. You can
all look up for such creative
writing courses in your re-
spective states.

:-. ; Ashima Syal, poet

A poet by profession, Ashima Syal published her
first poetry book titled Canopy in 2019 and has
co-authored over ten anthologies including
Seashore, Snowdust, etc. Her anthology ‘Bachpan
Sunheri Yaadon ka Pitaara’ has been recently
selected for International Book of Records. One
of her poems on the Himalayan Abode was also
featured in the 2020 Kumaon Literary Festival.

The ups and downs
The most interesting aspects
of writing fiction or poems are
flexible schedules and the
pleasure that one gets out of
seeing one’s name published
on a book. The greatest dread
of a creative poet, on the other
hand, is writer’s block which
when occurs, slows down the
whole creative process and
leaves one out of ideas.

The growth
As far as the field of poetry
writing is concerned, the av-
enues are endless. A good poet
can work as a freelancer, can
get their work published in lit-
erary magazines or can write
a poetry book of their own.
They can also work as song-
writers if they ever get the
chance to. The remuneration,
however, depends on the
reach, engagement, and the
skill set of the poet, but they
can earn anywhere between 5-
9.5 lakh INR annually.

:Iﬁ Know the Expert

The path

I began my career as an ad-
vertising copywriter and
crafted 30-second stories for
several brands. This is where
my interest in the showbiz
stemmed. Having worked on
several TV shows for a long
time post that, I finally got my
first break with Mary Kom.
Recently, I have written dia-
logues for an OTT series titled
‘The Final Call’ that stars
Arjun Rampal.

The essentials

To write well, you need to
read, observe your surround-
ings, and most importantly,
live. For experience, as op-
posed to formal education,
takes centre-stage in the imag-
inative process of writing
screenplays. Additionally, an
aspiring script writer must be
hungry for stories. To have a
keen eye is equally significant.
If you are a multilingual at
that, nothing can stop you.

The qualifications

A person does not need any
sort of formal education to
pursue a career in scriptwrit-
ing. Salim Javed, a scriptwrit-
ing legend, for instance,
hasn’t attended any particu-
lar course to achieve the skills
he has today. He learned writ-
ing while being on the set as
an assistant. But yes, there are
several institutes that offer
specialised screenwriting pro-
grams and degrees. Besides, a
degree in English, journalism
or communications would
surely be a plus point.

The ups and downs
The most challenging part of
being a scriptwriter is to get
the recognition one needs to
build a successful career in
this field. Once recognised,
coming up with something
new in your script every time
poses as another stumbling
block. Because you are bound
to run out of ideas every once
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Ramendra Vashisht, script writer
Having worked as a copywriter for brands like
Colgate, Maruti, etc., and also as an Associate
Creative Director for the likes of Zee and
NDTV, Ramendra Vashisht today is a well-
known script writer with credits in films like
Mary Kom to his name. He also has his own
production house, 21Vsadi Entertainment Pvt.
Ltd., with several hit shows to his credit.

in a while. Conversely, the
most rewarding thing is the
satisfaction you feel once a
script is ready. That feeling is
just out of this world.

The growth

As far as the scope of script
writing goes, there lies an
unimaginable space for the
writers to create anything and
let the world see it. Somebody
said “Rasode mein kaun tha”
and the whole world knows it
today. The growth in the view-
ership of the numerous OTT
platforms is further giving a
voice to the budding writers
in ways previously unthought
of. In this regard, most of
these platforms are shelling
out big bucks for quality writ-
ers, so the scope is huge. One
can easily make 1-10 lakh
INR per annum from a decent
screenwriting job. And when
it comes to the film industry,
people can earn over 2-3 crore
INR per film. Imagine!

The path
Back in 2017, I was going through
a really tough time and I strug-
gled a lot with my identity, as to
who I really was. All I knew then
was that I had a knack for creat-
ing and sharing things for people
to watch and read. And so, I

started out as a blogger in Luc-
know. It was later when I moved
to Dubai, UAE, that I became a
full-time professional blogger.

The essentials
Know that you don’t have to be
an expert in order to do well, you

Know the Expert™ "

a

Divisha Manghnani, blog writer

A commerce and marketing student from
Lucknow, Divisha Manghnani is a blog writer
based in Dubai. Currently working as a digital
marketeer and freelancer, she is equipped
with a considerable amount of experience in
copywriting, content creation and editing.

just have to be smart. The most
successful of businesses aren’t al-
ways the best with what they do;
the best-selling books aren’t al-
ways the best written, the best
often just means being best mar-
keted. So, focus on being smart.
In addition to that, learn to make
and sustain connections with the
right people. I know it might
sound obvious but a lot of people
miss out on potential opportuni-
ties due to a lack of it.

The qualifications
Blogging is all about experience.
I had the required digital knowl-
edge and was lucky enough to be
given a chance based on it. It was-
n’t really my degree that played
that role for me. Also, let’s not
forget that the social/digital world
moves pretty quick. So, you can
definitely access short term
courses online, watch videos, and
self-learn.

The ups and downs
Time management and keeping

up with the deadlines can be a
real tricky hurdle here. For there
were days when I would feel
burnt out, but at the end of the
day the most gratifying experi-
ence would definitely be when
you are able to deliver well.

The growth

In 2020 and 2021, as the world
has been hit by a pandemic, peo-
ple who never even thought about
having a digital presence are now
tapping into it creatively. From
small businesses to even therapy
services, everything is becoming
digital. As a result, people have
started to trust influencers/blog-
gers before they make an invest-
ment on any kind of product or
service, making it evident that
blog writing as a career is here to
stay and slay. And when we look
at the pay scale, a professional
blogger can easily earn some-
where between 3-10+ lakh INR
per annum, depending on their:
reach and overall engagement
with their followers.




Stop trying to make everyone you meet happy. After all,
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Advika Singh, AIS VKC Lko, IXA
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The science of it

Buoyancy is an upward
force exerted on an
object that is partly or
wholly submerged in a
fluid and causes
objects to float.

perry-licious

ruits and vegetables make up
the largest chunk of our

nutrition. However, their role

is not just limited to a wholesome
diet. Their significance permeates
across economy, environment, health
and social sectors, proving how they
are, in fact, essential commodities to
attain a sustainable world. Keeping
the same in mind, the United Nations
has designated 2021 as the
International Year of Fruits and
Vegetables to make us cognisant of
the diverse roles that they undertake.
Shaking hands with this goal, GT
brings you a brand-new series,
wherein each part will explore the
various facets of one fruit or
vegetable, highlighting why it is
important to preserve these precious
gifts of nature.




Treat your life like a newspaper - fancy the fascinating
ones and learn from the solemn ones. THE GLOBAL TIMES | MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2021
Avani Goel, AIS VKC Lko, VIIT A
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As the one being
inspired

Prime Minister Modi inspires
me every day. His dedication
towards the nation and the fore-
sight with which he takes every
decision is just commendable.
Today, if India has achieved
global success, it is all due to his
unwavering determination and
remarkable leadership skills.
Moreover, it is for the first time
in the history of independent
India that Arunachal Pradesh or
the entire North Eastern region
for that matter is being given the
limelight it deserves. And for
that, I am nothing but grateful.
I hope we will continue getting
his support and encouragement
for years to come.

As the message-
bearer for youth
The younger generation should
be cognisant of their fundamen-
tal duties as the responsible,
law-abiding citizens of India. I
have seen many people exercise
their fundamental rights, but
only a few acknowledge and
carry out their fundamental du-
ties with the same ardour. The
participation of youth in pro-
moting this spirit of patriotism
and to further uphold the unity
of this nation is thus necessary

to ensure a better future. . Gl
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Editorial

Just the
beginning

As I pore over the last
Making A Newspaper con-
test edition of The Global
Times for the year 2020-
21, I am reminded of the
phrase which eloquently
Dr Amita Chanhan §tates that ‘from every er.ld—
ing comes a new begin-
ning’. Indeed, this edition
is significant not only because it marks the end
ofa series of superbly written and designed con-
test editions, but also because it is the first con-
test edition of AIS VKC Lucknow. I am
convinced that contributions from these young,
new voices, in the future, will instill a fresh per-
spective into our student newspaper.
Having said that, GT is not merely a newspaper,
it is a platform that reveals the very identity of
every Amitian. It is a reflection of what lies deep
within their hearts and minds, it is a safe harbour
for their ideas to find expression and validation.
Perhaps, this is the reason why, with each pass-
ing year, the content in all the contest editions is
becoming more and more creative and original.
There have been a plethora of articles in these
editions, ranging from subjects like pertinent
current affairs and insightful interviews with
global dignitaries to dramatic fiction and soulful
poetry. We have also had several pieces on com-
plicated social issues that usually go unacknowl-
edged, proving that Amitians have their heart in
the right place!
Certainly, GT has taught our young reporters not
only the skills of writing and editing, but also
imbued them with the qualities of empathy, dis-
cipline and responsibility. I am proud that we
have been able to fulfil the vision with which
GT was launched — to provide the much-needed
stepping stone for our budding journalists. As
you read this edition, remember that every new
step you take, in this journey of creativity, is just
the beginning — of a beautiful life. Gl

Exploring
untrodden paths

The past year has been all
about extraordinary vision,
stupendous efforts, and ex-
= ceptional  achievements.
K ! ' Thus, we are extremely for-
; & tunate that we are being
., ¢ groomed and nurtured under
M the guidance of our hon-
bl ourable Founder President,
AIS VKC Lko
Dr Ashok K. Chauhan, and
our Chairperson Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan. Their
relentless efforts have helped Amitians become
globally competitive, empathetic individuals mov-
ing ahead with a sense of purpose and optimism
for the future.
Life had thrown a formidable challenge for all of
us but patience and resilience helped us turn it into
anew opportunity to grow; where our teachers im-
pressed us with their innate capacity to bounce
back from setbacks, our students put in their best
and with their infectious enthusiasm, prodded us
to thrive and learn. Now as we stand on the thresh-
old of a new beginning, we eagerly look forward
to seeing the faces of our students brimming with
energy, the classrooms buzzing with excitement,
corridors reverberating with the sounds of foot-
steps, and the school ground teeming with the en-
ergetic young sports enthusiasts.
Thus, having realised that persistence and re-
silience only come from walking through unfamil-
iar paths, T would like to congratulate our
dedicated team for rising to the occasion and pro-
ducing a spectacular assemblage of creativity and
innovation. With great pride, we present before
you the first contest edition of AIS VKC! Gl
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The 1dea of getting your idea approved is

what makes life interesting.

Gauri Srivastava, AIS VKC Lko, XTI E
Page Editor
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Understanding the challenges
With 236,802 units sold in the first half
of 2021 alone, the demand for EVs in
India is increasing. However, the infra-
structural requirements for the same fall
short for reasons aplenty...

Lack of charging stations: Though
well-equipped in the manufacturing of
ICE vehicles, with as many as 70,000
fuel stations across the country, India
currently has only 427 public charging
stations for EVs; this while the batteries
need to be charged every 200-250 kms.
Additionally, as per the recent esti-
mates, over 80% of the charging takes
place at the owner’s residence or work-
place, which in itself is a great fallout if
done through electricity generated from
thermal plants run on coal. Besides, pri-
vate light-duty chargers are slow and
require upto 8-12 hours for a full
charge, forcing feasibility out.

Lack of production capacity: India lags
behind in the production of several
gears such as batteries, controllers,
semiconductors, etc., necessary for the
manufacturing of EVs in the nation.
Since reserves of lithium, cobalt, and
nickel are concentrated in a few coun-
tries like China, Congo, etc., India has
to import lithium-ion cells and batteries
in large quantities to satisfy its energy
needs. If projections are anything to go
by, the domestic EV market would re-
quire a minimum of 10 GW of Li-ion
cells by 2022, about 60 GW by 2025,
and over 120 GW by 2030 to meet its

set goal; where the nation barely man-
ages to add about 20 GW every year to
its grid for all its energy needs com-
bined. Thus, to provide such large out-
puts of energy for EVs alone is tough.
Lack of recycling facilities: India man-
ages to recycle only 5% of the spent Li-
ion batteries, a lacuna in the nation’s
technical skills to achieve the same if
we may. Plus, dumping them is not an
effective solution either, for they con-
tain toxic, flammable materials that
cannot be left untreated. But since EV
batteries would account for over 80%
market share in the Li-ion battery mar-
ket by 2030, the government needs to
come up with a well-defined policy for
their eco-friendly end-of-life handling.
Lack of battery life: The battery life of
an EV ranges from 6-8 years, requiring
replacement when its capacity falls
below 80%. These frequent replace-
ments are to be borne by the users, and
since the cost of battery amounts to
about 50% of the vehicle’s purchase
price, it becomes a financial burden.
Lack of a skilled workforce: Though
our mobility sector is filled with tal-
ented people, these lack the niche skills
required to work in the EV sector, and
so do more than a third of our nation’s
engineering students. Besides, as pro-
jected, India would need 15,000 engi-
neers a year for designing and servicing
EVs from 2022 onwards, so changes in
the curriculum are imperative.

Entering the legislative domain
For even with increased demand, oper-

ationalising mass transition to EVsin a
nation of over 1.3 billion people is by
no means an easy feat to attain. How-
ever, in a bid to phase out all the ambi-
guity surrounding this vehicle of the
future and to further drive its manufac-
turing and adoption in the country, the
Government of India has been gunning
hard year on year. Along with the intro-
duction of initiatives such as the Na-
tional Electric Mobility Mission Plan
(NEMMP) 2013, and FAME India
2015, it has also proffered several fi-
nancial incentives, including a 1.5 lakh
INR tax exemption on loans to pur-
chase EVs, fixating GST on EVs at 5%
versus 28% for ICEs, customs duty ex-
emption on their specific parts such as
the electric drive assembly, onboard
charger, e-compressor, etc., amongst
others to cut down costs. At the state
level, many fiscal and non-fiscal incen-
tives are being made available for the
production of chargers and charging
stations. In one such instance, the gov-
ernment of Telangana amended their
building by-laws to accommodate
around 600 charging stations across the
state. However, all this will come to
naught if enhanced industry coopera-
tion, both public and private, fails to ac-
company it; a higher consumer
awareness would be equally welcomed!

Agar chalti ka naam gaadi, toh phir
kaun pakka khiladi? Internal Combus-
tion Engine vehicles or Electric vehi-
cles, the choice is yours, but remember
it would affect one and all!

To new
beginnings

Incorporating
unique expe-
riences and
unbridled en-
thusiasm,
every edition
of The Global
Times brings with it a vision
for the future, blending differ-
ent forms of art and media with
shining sparks of novelty and a
splash of creativity. It is thus an
honour to participate in the GT
Making A Newspaper Contest
for the first time. Leaving all
apprehensions behind, the
freshly appointed editorial
team donned the coveted role
with great élan, overwhelming
us with their unceasing fervor.
Walking on an unchartered ter-
ritory while putting forth their
unique perspectives, the team
envisioned, analysed, designed,
drafted, edited, and finally cre-
ated this spectacular amalga-
mation of their sincere efforts.
Our sincere thanks to The
Global Times team for demys-
tifying the whole creative
process by providing us with
their toolkit of techniques and
strategies. Hope you savour the
distinct expression of talent en-
capsulated in this CE by AIS
VKC. Happy Reading!

Nidhi Barthwal
GT Coordinator
AIS VKC Lka
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First draft is allowed to be a blunder, even the second
one, but it is the re-editing that infuses the magic.

Ananya Pandey, AIS VKC Lko, XTI E

Page Editor

ABG Of News
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China’s debt trap

The debtly trap

What’s this about?

Ananya Pandey, AIS VKC Lko, XI E

‘ ‘ There are two ways to
conquer and enslave a
country - one is by the

sword, the other is by debt,” said

John Adams, an American

statesman. Given how things are

panning across the globe, with

China in the lead, his words hold

more water in the present times. The

news — China is using its Belt and

Road initiative as a debt trap

diplomacy technique, at least that is

what media and trade analysts
across the world have to say. Here's
treading over conjecture, facts, and
analysis to find the truth that lies
somewhere in the grey.

If it will help i
the world’s
GDP, why is
everyone
calling

China a loan
shark?

B AidData, a research lab, tracked over 13,000
BRI projects worth 843 billion USD across 165
countries and found out that these projects ac-
tually have 385 billion USD in “hidden” debt,
which means that these debtor countries actu-
ally owe more money to China than they think.
B The loans have been structured in a way that
some parts of it are hidden from the World
Bank, because rather than lending them to gov-
ernment institutions, a part of the amount has
been given to private firms. By influencing
these private firms, China can influence market
dynamics in these countries.

B This has caused the debt exposure of at least
44 countries to exceed 10% of their GDP, and
there is only so much the rest of the world can
do to help as the World Bank’s Debtor Report-
ing System only tracks obligations made in the
name of the public sector where the government
holds 50% or more shares. If it is not by the
government, the World Bank and other interna-
tional organisations aren’t involved in the equa-
tion, letting the creditor be free to exercise their

B Debt-trap diplomacy is a situ-
ation where an economically
powerful country lends money
to a borrowing country, which
increases the lender’s power and
leverage over the borrower.

B Through debt-trap diplomacy,
the creditor country aims to in-
crease the loan on the debtor
country, putting them in a vul-
nerable position, and extracting
political, economical, or any
other kinds of favours in return
when the debtor country is un-
able to pay the amount back.

B Today China is known as the
world’s biggest official creditor

leverage without
any upper check. This
ends up creating what we
call a debt-trap diplomacy.

M Several analysts claim that China is

as its international loan has sur-
passed more than 5% of the en-
tire world’s GDP. It has even left
behind other international staple
lenders like the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund,
and all the nations under Organ-
isation for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development.

B The countries most in debt to
China are Pakistan, Indonesia,
Vietnam, Laos, Sri Lanka,

Bangladesh, Malaysia, Myan- tural
mar, Cambodia etc. China has
been lending money under its
Belt and Road Initiative.

roads, roads, airports, dams,

W tage of this?

using the loan to challenge the state’s sov-
ereignty and imposes multiple unfair trade and
financial deals with poor countries that are in
need of the money.

m BRI, which was supposed to deliver infra-
structure to countries in Asia, Africa, and Eu-
rope, is now being considered as a massive debt
trap, given that only 3% of it is pure aid and rest
comprise financial loans.

}/’ m Once the indebted economies fail
to pay up, China is said to use the
upper-hand to support their geostrategic interests.
B A recent report by International Forum For
Right And Security (IFFRAS) revealed that most
BRI contracts entail several confidentiality
clauses. One of them is that the contracts for these
infrastructure projects will be given only to Chi-
nese state-owned or state-linked companies that
charge higher prices than the open market.
m Around 80% of these contracts also contain a
No Paris Club clause. The Paris Club is an infor-

Wait, wait...what is this
Belt and Road Initiative?

M The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), fired power stations, and railroad tun-
also known as One Belt One Road, isa nels in the debtor countries.

global infrastructure development pro-
gramme that was started by the People’s  “assume a greater leadership role for
Republic of China in 2013.
B The plan for the programme was that  ing power and status”. It was incorpo-
the Chinese government will invest in  rated into the Constitution of China in
nearly 70 countries and other interna- 2017 and has been assigned a target
tional organisations for their infrastruc-  completion date of 2049.

create MIn a study conducted by CEBR, a
investments like ports, skyscrapers, rail-  global economic consultant company, it
coal- was forecasted that BRI will likely

M The initiative aims to help China to

global affairs in accordance with its ris-

boost the world’s GDP by 7.1 trillion
USD per annum by 2040.

_)\ How China is

,taking advan-

mal body of donor countries
that intervenes if a coun-
<) try has trouble paying
7 debts. This ensures that
g China gets its due in the
way it wants.
M A lot of these contracts
give Chinese state banks
priority, and have clauses
that will give China “great
leeway to accelerate repay-
ment.” They also mention that
any severance of the diplomatic
relationship can be classified as
a breach of contract, requiring
the debtor government to repay
China the loan immediately.
m30% of these BRI contracts
require debtor countries to deposit
j/ collateral in special escrow ac-
J/ counts which are often held by Chi-
¥ nese banks, which can be seized in the
event of bankruptcy.
M In many contracts, future exports of raw ma-
terial is being used as collateral in the event of
the inability to repay.
B Many of these clauses give the lender, in this
case China, the ability to cancel loans or resched-
ule payment at will, increasing their control.
M As per IFFRAS, the contracts stress on keep-
ing the terms of credit secret from the World
Bank, other international agencies, and even cit-
izens of both the countries involved.
M These clauses and terms of repayment will cur-

tail the crisis management and renegotiation op-
tions for debtors. All of this put together points

But all of this is on paper. Has
any country actually suffered ?

B The biggest shining exam-
ple of repercussions of BRI
contracts and confidentiality
clauses that come with it is Sri
Lanka. The country had to
cough up the Hambantota Port
and 15,000 acres of surround-
ing land for 99 years as pay-
ment when it failed to repay a
loan in 2018. The government
stated that the intelligence and
strategic opportunities of the
port were also a part of the
deal. This implies a direct se-
curity implication for India.

B Another example is that of
Tonga, who sought a loan
from China, and failed to
repay it in 2013-14, and the
loans ended up claiming 44%
of Tonga’s GDP.

B The Maldives, too, stands
at risk as 1.4 billion USD, ap-
proximately 78% of the coun-
try’s external debt, is only
owed to China.

W As per the same report by
IFFRAS, the Chinese BRI
contract with Montenegro en-
tails clauses where the inabil-

ity to repay the money will
give the Chinese government
the right to access Montene-
grin land as collateral. Also,
the contract states that any
legal dispute would be placed
under an arbitration court in
China. Currently, Montene-
grin debt stands at 65.9% of
its entire GDP, China being
25% of'it.

M India will also need to be
on their toes as most of its
neighbours have fallen prey,
including Pakistan.

to a detailed strategy on China’s part.

So, what will happen now?

B A large number of the BRI
loans have the period for re-
payment starting from 2021
onwards, meaning that the
coming years will see China
capitalising on other coun-
tries’ fiscal mismanagement.
M A lot of negotiations can be
assessed to be on equity
swaps rather than on alleviat-
ing debt and helping other
countries, meaning more and
more power for China.

B A ray of hope is that the

pace of lending on BRI has
slowed down in the past two
years. Several countries on
the Chinese credit list are wit-
nessing more pushback
against the BRI

B The USA has also led a G7
effort to counter Beijing’s
dominance in international
development finance in col-
laboration with other coun-
tries like France, Canada,
Germany, Italy, Japan, and
UK. Termed as the Build

Back Better World (B3W) ini-
tiative, it aims at offering 40
trillion USD in investment in
developing countries.

B Australia has also backed
out of its BRI contracts, with
many other countries follow-
ing suit. This has weakened
BRI’s further reach. In addi-
tion, the country has also in-
troduced its 2 billion USD
Australian Infrastructure Fa-
cility for the Pacific (AIFFP)
as a counter to BRI.
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Deadlines are the mother of invention.
Gouri Srivastava, AIS VKC Lko, IX B
Page Editor
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Yusra Zahra
AIS VKC Lko, VII B

hirteen. The old rickety
staircase groaned under
his weight as he cau-

tiously made his way down the
stairs. After what seemed like
ages, he found himself in the
ever-familiar dark passage. Pac-
ing faster, he finally reached the
rooms at the edge of the passage,
when his eyes fell on the gold-
embossed numerals on each door.
Upon reaching room number
seven, he slowed down his pace.
“Just a few more to go,” he as-
sured himself...

Jayden woke up. Beads of cold
perspiration trickled down his
forehead. Gasping for air, he sat
up, mentally preparing for a new
day. But there wasn’t anything

new about this day. Life at school
was dull, for being exceptionally
quiet had its own drawbacks.
But what could be done, to whom
could he complain? Jayden had
no family, and the people at the
orphanage couldn’t care any less.
But this wasn’t the end of his
troubles. For Jayden had trouble
sleeping; the recurring dream
about the doors would wake him
up every night.

“Time flies,” he thought as he re-
called how, a fortnight ago, the
entire History Club was elated at
the announcement of their trip to
the ruins near the Macaulay Man-
sion. As dusk fell, the bus came to
a halt and all disembarked. The
dilapidated, yet majestic mansion
echoed with the sounds of foot-
steps and bags being unloaded as
everyone made their way into the

jor
iCT1ON

hall. But with every step Jayden
took, feelings of homecoming en-
gulfed him, feelings that were un-
known to him. And as he glanced
at the rooms at the edge of the
passage, he was transfixed.

A strong impulse to rush towards
the edge gripped him. Finally suc-
cumbing to it, he made his way
towards the rooms. Room number
five, six, seven, eight, on one side,
and nine, ten, eleven and twelve,
on the other. But then he realised
something and his heart dropped.
There was a void between room
number twelve and room number
fourteen. “W-wait! How?” he
said to himself. “Hey! Lost soul!
Our rooms are on the first floor,”
the teacher’s voice snapped him
out of his trance. As she grabbed

Room number 13

[1lustration: Aishwarya Miho B. AIS VKC Lko, VI A

Gasping for air, he sat
up, mentally preparing

for a new day. But
there wasn’t anything
new about this day.

his arm and led him away, he kept
wondering whether he had been
there before.

He couldn’t sleep that night, for
his brain was filled with ques-
tions. At last, he managed to close
his eyelids. But, alas! His rest was
short lived. He was soon ensnared
by the nightmare, once again tra-
versing the oft-trodden staircase.
But a sharp, piercing screech of
an owl in close vicinity inter-
rupted the nightmare this time and
woke him up. With that, Jayden
got up from the bed, got dressed
and left his room as if he knew
precisely what to do.

As he walked outside, the street
lights flickered and then went off.
The creaking of his footsteps on
every step of the staircase now
echoed in the pitch-black night.
But slowly, he made his way
down the passage, walking on the
same path he had walked for so
long, the path he always wanted
to walk on. Upon reaching the
edge of the hallway, he saw what
made his heart leap with joy, and
his dry lips curve into a smile- a
hungry smile. He saw his fate. He
saw what he had been waiting for
all his life. He reached out his
hand to it. Finally, it was there -
room number thirteen. Gl

The Soldier

Ravina Rastogi
AIS Saket, X

I was 12

When I decided to join Army
I wished to serve the nation
That I proudly called mine

To salute my country’s flag
That stood tall and proud

To wear the august uniform
And let it shine under sunlight

Iwas 19

When my dream came true

I recall my mother crying

As she watched me leave

My dad had a confident smile
With unshed tears in his eyes

I recall my sister shouting how

NORI

She would take my room now

[ was 23

When I became the Lieutenant
The ceremony was sumptuous
I could see my family

Sitting in the front row proud
The light gave that metal

To the world it did show

A prepossessing dauntless glow

I was 25

When I became the Captain

I saw tears streaming down
The rosy cheeks of my wife
The clean-cut diamond ring
Adorned her thin ring finger
She threw her arms around me
Crying tears of sheer happiness

Tam 29

And am finally a Major now
Fighting in a ceaseless war

Oh, I’ve waited for this day

I don’t know when or if

I’1l get to go home again

So, to my companions I say

To splash some colour onto grey

+

\
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Nay, [ must not

But if I die, promise me

You’ll put me in a coffin

And take me back home

Back to where my heart belongs
Tell my mother not to cry

She should hold her head high
Tell my father to know pride

* )

Say, you must say

He has been my hero

And he’s always going to be
Tell my sister to be merry
Tell her that I’m sorry

Sorry for not being there
Even when she needed me
Lastly, tell my wife, my love

YA

Pray, we must pray

For us this one lifetime

It could never be enough
Ours was a match for heavens
Tell my country not to mourn
Not to weep if I die

I have seized immortality

So, please don’t ever cry. Gl

A race to conquer the waters

Vanshita Bhandari, AIS Vasundhara 1, XII

A tide to wash away all your fears

Send in your entries to
cameracapers@theglobaltimes.in

A flight to the majestic heights of heaven
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To be or not to be; Shakespeare was
onto something.

Avishi Agarwal, VII B, AIS VKC Lko

Page Editor
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Anwita Agarwal
AIS Gurugram 46, VII

nce upon a time in a vil-
lage called Dholakpur,
lived a man named

Raju. As one belonging to the
underprivileged lot, he used to
sell pens at railway station to
make a living. He worked tire-
lessly day in, day out, to sustain
himself. But to his utter dismay,
all his efforts seemed to go down
the drain, for all he received in
return was the contempt on the
faces of the passing passengers
who would often shun him for
bothering them. So, one day, as
he set off to try his luck at selling
pens yet again, being fully aware
of the consequences, he saw cops
patrolling inside the trains. Little
did he know that destiny had

something different in store for
him that day.

As he inquired, one of his friends
told him that security in the area
has been tightened after repeated
incidents of train theft came to
light. “Raju, you know their
prime suspects are local sellers
and hawkers like us,” added his
friend, worried. Indifferent at
first, as he had nothing to do with
the robbery cases, Raju turned
pale when the cops approached
him next. When the police in-
quired and inspected him, every-
one at the station gazed at him
warily, making him conscious.
Offended by their judgmental
looks which were all but due to
his lowly origins, Raju, post the
inspection, continued to look for
customers, having no time to
curse his sad fate.

He kept on roaming from one
compartment to another for a
long time when finally, he earned
his first coin for the day. But as
he brought his hand forth to col-
lect the money, the coin tipped
over to a few seats ahead. Upon
reaching the specific berth, he
bent down to pick up the coin,
and as he did, he came across a
box filled with chips packets. In
an attempt to reach the coin be-
hind the box, he tried to move it
a little. However, the box that
was supposed to be extremely
light was quite heavy and it
made him suspicious.

Curious to find out what was in-
side it, he tried opening it. To his
surprise, beneath a layer of pack-
ets were stacks of 500 INR notes.
Suspecting them to be stolen, he
was tempted to inform the police

But as he brought his
hand forth to collect
the money, the coin
tipped over to a few

seats ahead.

immediately, but waited to catch
the thief red-handed. So, as the
train stopped at the next platform
and someone came to pick up the
box, Raju cautiously followed
the man.

After walking some distance in
an effort to catch the thief, Raju
saw him meet his accomplices.
Without wasting a second thus,
he rushed to the nearest PCO and
used the one and only coin that
he had earned that day to call the
police. Within fifteen minutes,
the police arrived and arrested
the criminals. They thanked and
rewarded Raju for his sheer
bravery. “You have no idea that
you have helped us bust a dan-
gerous gang who had been rob-
bing train passengers for the past
few months,” tacked on the su-
perintendent. Raju accepted the
reward with a huge smile on his
face. All the folks nearby, who
glared at him with disrespect
until then, were now applauding
Raju for his courage and fear-
lessness.GH

So, what did you learn today?
‘We should not look
down on anyone.

Junior

Aaliya Gupta, AIS Vasundhara 6, VI

Ingredients required
LY 611 OO % cup  Baking powder ............ 1 tbsp
(01 [ Yacup  Butter .......ccceceeeviennens 250 g
Sugar ......coceeereieienennen Lcup  Salt .ooeoeivieieiinne 1 pinch
Flour .....cccevvvivieieinnne % cup  Vanilla essence ............ 1 tbsp
Baking soda.................. 1 tbsp
Procedure

Start by preheating the oven to 190 degrees Celsius, and lining
the muffin tray with cupcake cases.

Now whisk butter and sugar together in a bowl using a wooden
spoon or electric whisk. Beat until soft and fluffy.

Then add flour, eggs, milk, baking powder and baking soda in
it, and whisk it until the mixture is smooth.

Once done, add vanilla extract and a pinch of salt for taste, and
mix it thoroughly.

Using a traditional-style ice-cream scoop, or spoon, pour in the
mixture in the cupcake cases. Make sure to put an even amount
of mixture in each.

Place the muffin tray in the oven and bake for 15 minutes until
the cupcakes are a light golden colour.

Remove the tray from the oven and leave the cupcakes in it for
a few minutes. Then transfer them to a wire rack to cool.
Once done, decorate them with frosting and sprinkles. Your
cupcakes are ready!

Same fate as Titanic

Varada Kachroo
AIS VKC Lucknow, IX B

As the twilight changed its usual hue

The iceberg glowed eerie blue

In the Atlantic’s prodigious ocean

It could, well, be very easily viewed
Gigantic dawdling, whispering adieu
Maybe to a ship, was it a cosmic clue?
Was it the Titanic iceberg? It still lasts?
Probably busy targeting more ships

Will it flick or will it actually toss

Will it collapse or God knows what!

Oh brother! The energy will be so vast
Assuredly, the underwater Stonehenge

If any like in Michigan, would not last

O lord! One ship Newfoundland passed

I spied through binoculars, 50 miles afar
Approaching now at a rate of knots

The scene I foresaw would be terrific

If the ship meets the same fate as Titanic!
I stood still, hoping, with a steady stare
Gobsmacked, restless with flickered walks
Thirty, twenty then ten from miles forty
The situation went on tenterhooks

The sombre darkness replaced the twilight
No distinct vision for helmsman in sight

Ahh! Then I heard the loud ship’s sound
Extremely near the iceberg I found

A chill through my spine went down

Will the ship really sink or outlast?

May lord be kind and lenient this hour

The ship, the iceberg, and the witchy dark
Slam! Ended it with a fortissimo wreck
The sinless cursed for unmerited death
Kins and clans, their chums and pals
Heart o’ heart, crushed just by the thought
Blues of darkness, snivelled out loud
Helped it me so, to ameliorate my heart
And so, I turned back to my abode
Waiting for the incident’s bulletin report
Hyper waves, gale, drizzles and tumults
Such catastrophe, but their tactic silence
I shut the door, with an exasperated sigh
What of the iceberg above the ocean tile?
Heroic it might feel, proud of destruction
Huh! My jittery night was somehow spent
Bright sunrays made my emotions pent
The news! Oh, the spiffing news!
Dwindled all sights of the tragic view
I didn’t see but surely did hear
The ship smashing the gigantic iceberg

_ “But what I see”, the journo then says
“That’s a mystery, so tuned you must stay!”

Graphic: Aarush Agrawal, AIS VKC Lucknow, IX A

Riddle Fiddle

Myrah Kumar
AIS Pushp Vihar, IV

1. The more you take, the more
you leave behind. What am 1?

2. I have a bed but I can never
sleep. I can run but never walk.
Who am I?

3.1 am an odd number. Take
away a letter, and I become

even. Who am [?

4. T have no life but I can die.
What am 1?

5. 1 belong to you but your
friends use it more. What am 1?
6. What needs to be broken be-
fore you can use it?

7. What goes up but never
comes down?
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Life is a popularity contest that everyone is losing
but this one we are winning (fingers crossed).

Piyush Gupta & Aman Singh, AIS VKC Lko, XI E
Page Editors
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A Timeline Of How India Changed A Moment Of Crisis Into One Of Opportunity

The crisis (1947-1991)

Having freed itself
o from British Raj in
1947, India took up

the cause of socialism under
the then PM Jawaharlal
Nehru. For government in-
tervention was seen as a
way to upgrade the Indian
economy that had been left
impoverished by the capi-
talistic British rule.

As a consequence,
@ License Raj or Per-
mit Raj (1947-

1990), a system of
regulations and licenses
was established. This im-
peded the establishment
and running of businesses,
for it required private com-
panies to seek consent from
about 80 or above govern-
ment agencies to begin pro-
duction, which was
regulated further.

This form of cen-
9 tralised planning,
along with a dra-

conian set of economic con-
trols on foreign trade,
production prices, and capi-
tal flows, needless to say,
led to economic stagnation.
Indian economy, from 1950s
to late 1980s, “grew” at an
average rate of only 3.6%,
with per capita income
growth averaging at 1.3%.

needed monetary aid to sur-
vive, so the Indian govern-
ment approached the IMF
and World bank. In return,
India was asked to open up
its economy, lower tariffs
and devalue the rupee to
boost exports. An attempt
was made to achieve these,
but the internal political
backlash forced the govern-
ment to stick to its original
restrictive methods.

It was now clear
6 that India lagged a
lot behind its East

and Southeast Asian neigh-
bours. As a result, the gov-
ernments of Indira Gandhi
and subsequently Rajiv
Gandhi began pursuing eco-
nomic liberalisation in the
1980s by relaxing trade-re-
lated constraints. These re-
forms lead to a momentary
increase in the average
GDP growth rate in the
1970s from 2.9% to 5.6%.

Alas, the Indian po-
@ litical scene began
to implode in the

late 1980s. The Bofors scan-
dal, IPKF misadventure,
Shah Bano case, etc., all
smeared the image of Rajiv
Gandhi’s government, hin-
dering all the liberalisation
efforts, and distressing the
Indian economy further.

Piyush Gupta & Aman Singh, XI E | Graphic:

storm, the Balance of Pay-
ments crisis. The country
was importing more than it
was exporting, for our pri-
mary buyer, the Soviet
Union, was now in turmoil
and ended up dissolving in
1991. This trade deficit was
further exacerbated by the
Gulf War (1990-1991) that
caused the price of crude oil
to skyrocket. As a result,
India’s foreign exchange re-
serves depleted (1 billion
USD by January 1991) to
the point that the country
could barely finance two
weeks’ worth of imports.

Not to mention, the
@ government expen-
diture was more

than the total earnings,
owing to which the fiscal
deficit peaked, too; it rose
from 9% in 1980-81 to
12.7% in 1990-91. The inter-
nal debt also rose, from 35%
in 1985 to 53% in 1990-91.

India finally had to
@ go to the IMF and
the World Bank to

ask for assistance, which
promptly asked India to
pledge 20 tonnes of gold to
the Union Bank of Switzer-
land and around 47 tonnes
to the Bank of England and
Bank of Japan in return for
an emergency loan of about

The recovery (1991-Till Now)

As the news about
@ the bailout deal
spread, it resulted

in a huge public outcry.
This led to the fall of the
then Chandra Shekhar led
government, with PV
Narasimha Rao taking
over as the new Prime
Minister of India and Man-
mohan Singh as the Fi-
nance Minister in June
1991. What followed next
was what we call the liber-
alisation of India.

On July 3, 1991,
@ the RBI devalu-
ated the Indian

rupee by 9% and a subse-
quent 11% with respect to
the USD, in an attempt to
make exports cheaper and
accordingly, stock up the
depleted forex reserves
once again.

License Raj was
a abolished, loosen-
ing import restric-

and further
scrapping production li-
censing. The industries
were now free to decide
what to produce and in

tions

what quantity.

Industrial licens-
@ ing for all major
industries except

for some 18 industries “re-
lated to security and
strategic concerns, social
reasons, problems related
to safety and overriding
environmental issues,” was
completely abolished.

The 1969 Monopo-
6 listic and Restric-
tive Trade Practice

(MRTP) Act, wherein firms
with assets of 25 crore INR
or more (changed to 100
crore INR in 1985) were
put under government su-
pervision, was repealed,
too.

To attract foreign
@ investments and
to further boost

the Indian
scene, all the investments
of up to 51% foreign equity
participation were ap-
proved in advance. This re-
sulted in an increase in the
foreign investment in the
country, from 132 million

industrial

USD in 1991-1992 to 5.3
billion USD in 1995-1996.

Bank interest
erates were liber-
alised, allowing

market forces to dictate
them instead of the govern-
ment. The statutory liquid-
ity ratio and cash reserve
ratio were also signifi-
cantly reduced, from 38.5%
and 15% respectively to
25% and 10% respectively.

The government
9 also started selling
some of its public

sector companies to the
private sector, bringing in
more cash and also, at the
same time, dismantling
public monopolies.

Owing to these
0 pathbreaking lib-
eralising reforms

and the subsequent adjust-
ments, the GDP of India
managed to rise from a
meagre 266 billion USD in
1991 to around 3 trillion
USD in 2019. Though lib-
eralisation and economic
reforms still have a long
way to go, one cannot sim-
ply overlook the impact
they had back then and
still continue to have on
the Indian economy!

Aman Siddiqui, VIII B; Aarush Agrawal & Samridh Tiwari, IX A; AIS VKC Lko
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And last but not the least, I would like to thank the critics
for bringing out the better in me.

Shreya Dwivedi, XII E & Anubhav Singh, XII B, AIS VKC
Page Editors
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School Lounge

Wassup

Happy Birthday Founder Sir

A Glimpse Of Founder’s Day Celebrations Across Amity Schools

AIS Pushp Vihar

ctober 24 is an important day in the cal-
O endar of every Amitian, for the day

marks the birthday of our Founder Pres-
ident Dr Ashok K. Chauhan. A visionary, he has
shown countless young minds the path forward
with his success mantra of BHAAG (Behaviour,
Hard Work, Attitude, Aptitude, and God). His
dream to make India a knowledge superpower by
2030 has ignited the spirit of country before self
in young children, who are all set to be the future
of the nation. Amity Universe expressed its grat-
itude and best wishes for a happy and healthy life
to its Founder President by celebrating Founder’s
Day. GT brings you a glimpse of the celebrations.

AIS Belapur: A special assembly was organised
on October 21, 2021 to celebrate Founder’s Day.
Children shared the virtues of BHAAG and pre-
sented a short skit highlighting his accomplish-
ments and vision of making India a knowledge
superpower by 2030. Students also engaged in
various activities like card making, poster making
and collage making, as a part of a week long cel-
ebrations. They conveyed their birthday wishes
via greeting cards, collages and videos. The cele-
bration concluded with a special song sung by a
student and a short poem dedicated to him.

AIS Gurugram 43: The school celebrated
Founder’s Day on October 22, 2021. Children
participated in a host of activities like yoga,
music, playing table, singing and dancing, making
birthday cards, etc. They spoke about his achieve-
ments and his vision of making India a super-
power. Sports was a major display in all classes
where students demonstrated their tackwondo
skills along with performing yoga. School princi-
pal Dr Anshu Arora in her address wished happi-
ness and health to the Founder President and
shared the virtues of BHAAG coined by him, urg-
ing students to adopt the mantra as a way of life.

AIS Gurugram 46: October 22 brought in cheer
and joy as the school celebrated Founder’s Day.
Students showered their love and appreciation for
their beloved Founder President sir with beautiful
cards, self-composed poems and songs. They par-
ticipated in creative writing and conducted special

AIS Vasundhara 1

e a
AIS Gurugram 46

assemblies, in which they shared the virtues of
BHAAG. They also sent a video of their heartfelt
birthday wishes to him.

AIS Gwalior: Founder’s Day celebrations held
on October 22, 2021, commenced with lighting
of the lamp amidst chanting of the Shloka
Gaayan, followed by tree plantation. The celebra-
tions comprised a dance performance on
Saraswati Vandana, a song in Sanskrit and a short
skit showcasing his life journey. Students show-
ered their love and gratitude with video messages
and handmade greetings cards. School principal
Manju Singh in her address shared the values
propagated by the Founder President.

AIS Mayur Vihar: A video based on the virtues
of BHAAG was prepared by the cultural western
music society Crescendo of the school and sports
department collaboratively as a part of Founder’s
Day celebrations. The video comprised a self-
composed song on BHAAG, sung by members of
Crescendo, along with a short message wishing
happy birthday, health and wellbeing to the
Founder President. It was presented during
Founder’s Day held at AUUP on October 24.

AIS Noida: School organised plethora of events
on the theme ‘Our Founder Sir: A Great Vision-
ary’ for all classes from October 11-14, 2021, to
celebrate Founder’s Day. The celebrations com-
menced with a virtual hawan for Founder Presi-
dent’s well-being and happiness. Primary classes,
selected the attributes of BHAAG and presented
them through various mediums like card making,
poetry, slogans, posters, creative writing, etc. Pre-
primary wished with their creative cards. Class
VI-VIII created digital art and tag lines, article
writing and poetry writing. A dance and singing
competition was also organised, wherein the stu-
dents showcased their choreography renditions on
the given theme. Students of senior wing wrote
poems and made cards on how Founder sir’s ide-
ology of BHAAG resonates with them.

AIS Pushp Vihar: School celebrated virtual
Founder’s Day on Oct 24 wherein students were
apprised on the contributions of the Founder Pres-

AIS VKC Lucknow

AIS VYC Lucknow

AIS Gurugram 43

ident towards society and education and his suc-
cess mantra of BHAAG. Gratitude and affection
marked the Founder’s Day as they wished him
health and happiness. Students painted their
palms and made an impression of a peacock, and
also elaborated on how they can incorporate
BHAAG, in their lives to achieve their goals.

AIS Saket: Saluting the vibrant vision of our
Founder President, ‘Creative Edge’ comprising a
myriad activities like poster making, essay writ-
ing, poem writing etc was held from Oct 18 to 23,
2021 to celeberate Founder’s Day. The competi-
tion also entailed ‘Expressions’ wherein students
wrote messages for Founder President. School
principal Divya Bhatia, in her address encouraged
all to follow the principles of BHAAG.

AIS Vasundhara 1: School celebrated Founder's
Day on October 22, 2021 with its students engag-
ing in myriad activities. Nursery to Class 1 made
colourful cards using easel, spray-painting tech-
nique and impression art. Class II made bouquets
with paper flowers. Class III shared the vision and
mantra of BHAAG. Children also posted birthday
wishes for their beloved Founder President on
Padlet wall. Class IV and V hosted a special as-
sembly and conducted a poster making activity.
All the children promised to work hard to achieve
the vision of Founder President of making India
a knowledge superpower by 2030.

AIS Vasundhara 6: On October 24, 2021, the
school celebrated Founder’s Day virtually
wherein students delivered speeches elaborating
the achievements of Founder President in educa-
tion, science & technology and humanitarian
service. A self-composed poem was recited wish-
ing him a healthy happy life ahead. A special as-
sembly hosted by Class VIII also coincided with
the United Nation's Day wherein students took
everyone on a virtual tour of the UN, its genesis,
importance, functions, branches and changing
role in the changing world scenario.

AIS VKC Lucknow: School organised a special

virtual assembly to celebrate Founder’s Day. The
assembly commenced with prayer and lighting of

AIS Mohali

AIS Noida

the lamp followed by a Ganesh Vandana accom-
panied by a graceful dance performance. This was
followed by inspirational poem, a birthday song
in Sanskrit and wishes through videos that exem-
plified his vision and achievements in life. School
principal Rachna Mishra, expressed her gratitude
for his visionary leadership and support.

AIS VYC Lucknow: The school celebrated
Founder’s Day on October 24, 2021. The celebra-
tions commenced with an auspicious havan, fol-
lowed by the school choir singing a prayer for his
health and wellbeing. Students made a special
video and e-cards of birthday wishes as well as
recited prayers and poems for their beloved
Founder President. School principal Sakshi Gau-
tam Mishra in her address spoke about the life of
Founder President and his role in fostering the
leaders of tomorrow.

AGS Noida:The entire school took part in myriad
activities held from Oct 20-25 to celebrate
Founders Day.The celebrations aimed at giving
the students an insight into the essence and objec-
tives of ‘BHAAG’. The same was achieved via
the medium of manual & digital posters, original
poems and songs, role play, video recordings, and
many other formats. The celebrations concluded
with a special virtual assembly held on October
25, wherein students poured in their birthday
wishes with poems, songs and beautiful videos.

AIS Mohali: Founder’s Day celebrations held
from Oct 10- 13, saw students take part in an
inter-house DIY competition based on science
and a poster making competition on the theme
‘The conscientious palate’. The school also organ-
ised ‘Joy of giving and sharing- Season II’
wherein they shared the sparkle of their happiness
with those who aren’t as fortunate. School prin-
cipal along with other staff members visited a
government school and Chandi Kusht Aashram
where they shared some goodies and supplies
with the inmates. The festivities reached a
crescendo with the school’s first Annual Show-
case- The Lion King, which aimed at spreading
awareness about conserving the endangered
species of our planet.




It was the best of times, and even
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Ananya Singh, AIS VKC Lko, XI B
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