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Do you think the
European Union’s ban on
the sale of fossil-fuel cars,
as part of the broad
climate package, will be
effective in reducing
carbon footprint?

a) Yes b) No c) Can’t say

To vote, log on to

www.theglobaltimes.in

POLL RESULT
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Do you think that the gov-
ernment should prohibit
tourist travels now that
tourist spots are over-
crowded in India?

Results as on July 17, 2021

Cloud Kitchen

THE GL@BAL TIMES

MONDAY, JULY 19, 2021

The midwife crisis

www.theglobaltimes.in

The Unsung Heroes Of Healthcare That We Usually Take No Notice Of

Mrinal Verma, GT Network

world, the professionals

working in healthcare are no
less than superheroes. But as we
collectively bow in gratitude to-
wards them, there is one group of
the same heroes that we have
conveniently ignored - midwives.
2020, the International Year of
the Nurse and the Midwife,
proved that they are as essential
as ever, playing an essential part
of the history we have witnessed
and the future we are working on
creating, but are they actually
given their due?
Efforts as old as human history,
midwifery, as a profession, has
been proven to be in existence
since 5000 BCE, going as far
as seeing references in the
Old Testament. From Hip-
pocrates, the father of scien-
tific medicine, to Aristotle
talking about it with utmost
sincerity, the profession has
been around for a long time,
with even modern research
in it being carried out
since 1513. India, too,
has a long cultural his-
tory of dais, who have
seen various strategies
being formed in their
names in the current
Janani
Suraksha Yojna and
Janani Shishu Surak-
sha Karyakaram. Accord-
ing to the Indian
government, the country
has over two million

In today’s pandemic-soused

times like

nurse-midwives  cur-
rently active, and they are
committed to add at least

85,000 more by 2023. This
proves that being trained health
professionals specialising in child
delivery and care, midwifery has
been a part of the healthcare sys-
tem for centuries, so why are we
still minimising their gravity?

Midwifery has always been seen
as secondary, dubbed as an alter-
native to the advanced world of
obstetricians, but we often miss
that it is also a licensed field that
requires just as much compe-
tency. Midwives need just as
much expertise to operate, and in
a developing society like India,

Imaging: Pankaj Mallik, GT Network

with around 65% of the popula-
tion living in rural areas, the ac-
cessibility to midwives is better
than private hospitals. However,
due to lack of training, no formal
course and license, the midwives
in India are considered illiterate,
unskilled women and are not of-
fered any remuneration. Even
WHO has stated that licensed
midwives can “provide 87% of
essential care” and can avert 83%
of all maternal deaths. In the
COVID-stricken world, it is they
who took the reins of caring for
the new-borns when the medical

fraternity struggled with an over-
burdened crisis. Flemish Profes-
sional Organisation of Midwives
reported that with a fear of being
infected, more than half of Bel-
gium’s mothers-to-be opted to
give birth at home with the help
of a midwife. Even countries like
Germany, France, UK and Ire-
land saw women turning the
same way as hospitals were over-
worked and understaffed.

Midwives, too, played their part
at the forefront of COVID-19 re-
sponse, going beyond their call of
duty to not only safeguard new-

borns, but also to provide essen-
tial healthcare services, and yet
their name is always amiss
amidst the essential workers ap-
preciated. As healthcare profes-
sionals, they still are struggling to
gain proper PPE kits and other
necessary items, which is why
European Midwives Association,
together with 11 other European
health associations, are still urg-
ing authorities to take action and
guarantee resources and protec-
tion. In developing countries, the
case seems to be much worse
where lack of doctors and hospi-
tals in various rural areas have

forced these midwives to don on
the leader’s cap and take care of
the sick ones, risking their own
lives. Even in the UK and Ireland,
a fifth of midwife-led maternity
units have been shut down since
the pandemic started and rede-
ployed to other areas of the hos-
pital to deal with COVID crisis.
Midwives have always played an
essential part in our road to bet-
ter child and mother care, and
since the pandemic started,
their efforts have doubled
with concerns beyond in-
fant care. Our archives are
filled with their mentions,
presenting a hand in not
only shaping medicine
but also our culture,
which is why a ques-
tion on their capabilities
in the modern world
comes as a surprise. But
if a question is raised, it
must be answered, and
that is exactly why it is
high time that midwives
receive their fair share of the
spotlight and due respect. Gl

Joonas Kontta On Politics, Sports, And Everything In Between

Joonas Konttia, MP, Central Finland

eet Joonas Konttd, mem-
ber of Parliament for
Central Finland, city

councilor of Jyviéskyld and provin-
cial councilor of Central Finland.
With a master’s degree in social
sciences and specialisation in Russ-
ian and European relations, Joonas
Konttd has previously served as
Secretary General in the Ministry of
Education and Culture and as a po-
litical assistant in the European par-
liament. Inspired by his diplomatic
career, Amitians grabbed the op-
portunity to interact with him dur-
ing the virtual Indo Finnish
Exchange Programme. organised
by AERC. Read on to know
more...

What inspired you to choose this de-
manding job of politics?

To begin with, I have always had an
inclination towards social issues and
have felt the urge to deliberate solu-
tions for the same at a microcosmic
level. Moreover, when [ was in high
school, we had a visit from an MP.
Perhaps, that visit left an impression
on me and reinforced my interest in
the sphere of politics.

What has helped you don the role of
a politician?

I was always involved in student pol-
itics. As aresult, I learnt a lot on how
to have meetings, how to make mo-
tions, etc. Besides, I got a grasp on
how to deal with people who have
differing opinions and how to find a
middle ground that caters to both the
opinions. Later, when I entered sales,
I explored different positions in hy-
permarkets across 11 years; this was
helpful in making me adept at han-
dling people from various walks of
life. Thus, all of these experiences
collectively helped me a lot.

How exactly did your interest in
sports develop?
As a student, I wanted to try my

hands at everything and so, I learnt
Judo, which, taught me to respect my
competitors and not give them a cold
shoulder. Apart from this, my inter-
est in sports is majorly owed to my
father. We often used to go for fishing
trips. And ever since, | have enjoyed
retreating to nature because that’s a
major source of peace for me!

What causes Finland to be the hap-
piest country in the world?

For the second time in a row, Finland
stood first in the Happiness Index and
it’s a wonderful feeling. However, 1
attribute it to the fact that Finland is
particular about the safety of its citi-
zens. We have abundant access to na-
ture and the pollution level is really
low here. Plus, every citizen has
equal principles. I believe when all
these factors come into play together,
happiness is but an obvious product!

What makes Russia gain a special
place in your heart?

I was born in a small town at the
Finnish-Russian border, so I have al-
ways had an interest in Russian cul-
ture. As an exchange student, while
everyone was choosing either Ger-
many or France, I chose to go to Rus-

sia as our culture is very different
from theirs. There is so much to learn
from different cultures, especially
Russia’s because it is our biggest
neighbour. Although we’ve had our
differences but there is nothing that
diplomacy cannot solve.

How well-equipped is Finland now
that education is digitised?

For many years, our discussions have
revolved around digitalisation. With
the arrival of COVID, we were left
with no option than to go digital in a
trice. Although there were initial hic-
cups, it would be safe to say that we
have done very well. Technology can
help us attain significant feats but [
sincerely hope that education does
not get overpowered by it. When it
comes to education, I believe we
must go offline as soon as possible.

What is your advice to all those who
want to become a politician?

You will be faced with obstacles but
always try to look for the possibilities
hidden within. If you want to be a
politician, then take your time to fig-
ure out what makes you capable of
being one. Remember, if you are ded-
icated, you can achieve anything! ¢l



Costing 55 million USD, Graff Diamonds’
Hallucination is the most expensive
watch in the world, having 110 carats of
rare coloured diamonds.
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Ruckus after Euro 2020 loss
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Fire at COVID-19 hospital
kills 92

A blazing fire at the Al-Hussein
hospital set up for treating
COVID-19 patients in Nasiriya,
Baghdad, killed at least 92 people
and injured around 50. Officials
believe the starting point of the
fire to be oxygen tanks that
exploded in an ICU. This comes
as the second fire in months in
Baghdad where exploding oxygen
tanks at the Ibn Al-Khatib Hospital
killed at least 82 people in April.

I IBELGIUM

First carbon border tax

The European Union,
headquartered in Brussels, has
planned for the first ever carbon
border tax in the world. The tax will
be applied on imports of carbon-
intensive steel, aluminium, cement,
fertilisers and electricity. In an
effort to curb climate change, the
initiative is being pushed forward
to meet the new climate target.
European Commission plans on

After England’s football team lost to Italy at the Euro 2020,
hundreds of angry fans took to the streets and the Wembley
stadium, and started riot-like ruckus. Many climbed street
lamps and damaged other public property, setting off flares,
and an increase in racially charged acts was also observed.
The police arrested at least 86 people, 53 at the stadium, after

19 officers were injured.

USA

Wobbling moon to cause floods

The NASA Sea Level Change Team
at University of Hawaii has warned
that a rapid increase will be seen in
the number of floods to be witnessed
in the 2030s due to the moon’s
wobble, that influences how earth’s
tides ebb and flow, combined with
climate change. Calling it a ‘double
whammy’, scientists have said that
the coastal communities will either
have to adapt or evict the land.

News
Flash

l l ITALY

Ban of big cruise ships

After UNESCO's threat of putting
Venice on its endangered list, Italy
permanently banned big cruise ships
weighing more than 25,000 tonnes
from docking the world heritage site
starting August 1, 2021. The PM has
stated that the workers and
companies affected by the change will
be compensated, and the move
means that only small passenger
ferries will be able to use the
Giudecca canal to enter Venice.

phasing in the tax from 2026.

’ SOUTH AFRICA

Jailing President Zuma starts riots

A terrible series of ongoing riots were
witnessed in the country after former
President Jacob Zuma was jailed. The
supporters of Jacob Zuma blocked the
highways, looted the warehouses in
small towns and major cities in KwaZulu-
Natal and Gauteng provinces, causing a
deadly stampede killing at least 72
people. To control the unrest, military has
been deployed and a total of 1234
violators have been arrested till now.

B |\ DONESIA

Newest epicentre for
COVID-19

Surpassing India’s daily
Coronavirus numbers,
Indonesia has become the
newest epicentre for the virus
outbreak in Asia. The number of
cases in the country, which were
less than 10,000 a month ago,
have soared to over 40,000 for
two consecutive days, and the
officials are not only concerned
about the new variant, but also
about exhausting supplies and
hospital workers.

INDIA

Suo moto cognizance over
Kanwar Yatra

®

Disturbed by the UP government’s
decision to allow Kanwar Yatra
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Supreme Court has issued notices to
both the centre and the state
government. In response, UP Health
Minister has claimed that the state is
prepared for the yatra and “will make
sure that all protocols are in place.”
In the year 2019, nearly 2-3 crore
people had visited pilgrimage spots
in western UP during Kanwar Yatra.

» Germany: Floods in the country claim over 90 lives, with more than 1000 missing still » Canada: Fully vaccinated travellers
likely to be allowed entry into the nation by early September » UAE: Becomes the first Gulf nation to open embassy in Israel
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highest selling price for a car in the
world with 70 million USD.

Learning Gurve

DID YOU KNOW?
e Greek philosopher, Aristotle
o000 is regarded as the ‘Father of

Biology’. He discovered it

...Of Creating A Career In BlOIOgy during his visit to Lesvos, an

Book: Ikigai: The Japanese Secre
to a Long and Happy Life
Author: Francesc Miralles and
Hector Garcia

Published in: April 2016

Genre: Self-help

Synopsis:  Ikigai is a
Japanese concept that combines
the terms ‘iki’ meaning ‘alive’
or ‘life’, and ‘gai’ meaning
‘benefit’ or ‘worth’. When com-
bined, it refers to those things
that give your life a meaning or
purpose. The Japanese have
practiced Ikigai for centuries,
and it has not only helped them
live longer but also lead a stress-
free life. It also highlights the
fact that life is nothing but im-
perfection and time is fleeting.
Thus, holding onto the past and
fearing the future will lead you
nowhere. This is an interesting
self-development concept: a
prism for potentially seeing how
to bring satisfaction and happi-
ness to an individual’s life.

Why it is worth reading: Iki-
gai is a great book as it is filled
with nuggets of wisdom. It mo-
tivates you to live your best life
and also gives you a much-
needed shot of positivity with its
coherent reasoning and lucid
writing. The book wonderfully
articulates how to face life’s
challenges without letting stress
age you. Inspiring and comfort-

ing, this book will give you life-
changing tools to uncover your
personal Ikigai. It will show you
how to leave urgency behind,
discover your purpose, nurture
friendships and throw yourself
into your passion. The pace is
unhurried, and that is precisely
how you should read the book,
not in a single sitting but over a
week or ten days. You can
savour each chapter, make
notes, write things down when
they touch a chord.
Iconic quote: “There is a pas-
sion inside you, a unique talent
that gives meaning to your days
and drives you to share the best
of yourself until the very end. If
you don’t know what your Iki-
gai is yet, your mission is to dis-
cover it.”
Rating: 5/5

Review by: Janya Malkani

AIS PV, XI1

island in the Aegean in 4th
century BC.

Practice from the grassroots
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Leonardo da Vinci’s ‘Salvator Mundi’ created a
record for being the most expensive artwork
sold at a public auction with 450.3 million USD.

Are We Running Out Of Time To Save The Planet?

Deetya Gambhir
AIS Pushp Vihar, IX C

“Climate change is already happening,
and it’s detrimental to human life, too.”
ime and again, we all

come across such dis-

turbing and alarming

headlines. With newspapers,
magazines and web arti-

cles, flooded with facts

and interpretations re-

lated to climate change,

have we really under-

~= stood the effects and
actuality of it? Are we as

aware and prepared as we should

be? Truth be told, a large number

of us are even unaware of the
difference between global

e
‘\\ warming and climate
A R change. Global warm-
| ing refers only to the
S Earth’s rising surface
temperature, while climate change in-
cludes warming and the various effects
of warming, like melting glaciers,
heavier rainstorms, more frequent
drought or acute water crisis. On that
account, global warming is one indica-
tor of the much larger problem of cli-

mate change.

According to the United Nations, cli-
mate change is a long-term change in
the average weather patterns that have
come to define earth’s local, regional
and global climate. The planet is
warming, from the North Pole to the
South Pole. Rising temperatures are af-
fecting wildlife and their habitats. Van-
ishing ice has challenged species such
as the Ad¢lie penguins in Antarctica,
where some populations on the western
peninsula have collapsed by 90% or
more. The heat is melting
glaciers and sea ice, resulting in rising
sea levels and shifting precipitation
patterns, all setting animals on the
move. It has been predicted by several
climate experts that if we do not act
now, cities such as Jakarta, Bangkok
and Mumbai may submerge.

The climate clock is ticking. Before it
gets too late, we must undo the most
extreme scenarios of  climate
change and take coordinated and com-
prehensive climate action. The 13th
Sustainable Development Goal from
the list of 17 such goals given by the
United Nations aims at and highlights
the need to address climate emergency.
The Paris Agreement, a legally binding

9A1suadxa s 1

international treaty on climate change
that was adopted by 196 parties on De-
cember 12, 2015, and entered into
force on November 4, 2016, aims to
limit global warming to well below 2
degrees. To achieve this long-term
temperature goal, countries aim
to reach global peaking of greenhouse
gas emissions as soon as possible to
pave the way for a climate neutral
world by mid-century.

But even when we take such steps, the
question remains: are global agree-
ments or initiatives enough to save our
planet? Well, they are not! As nations
are coming together to combat climate
change, people also need to stand up as
a community and search for reliable
solutions or alternatives.

How long would it really take to com-
pletely get everything under control?
Will we be able to reverse all the dam-
age and prevent major changes in the
near future? How has the pandemic im-
pacted climate change? With all the
time that we have lost, especially this
year, how would we be able to achieve
our aim in the estimated span of time?
- these are some of the few questions
that we need to ask ourselves and
should strive to find answers for.




It’s expensive!

The costliest phone in the world is ‘Falcon
Supernova 1Phone 6 Pink Diamond’, priced
at 48.5 million USD and consists of 24-carat
gold and a pink diamond on the back.
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[:limatﬂ chamﬂin“s World Teenage Reporting Project

onserving the elixir of life

= -
The Global Times is pleased to
be a part of the The World
Teenage Reporting Project on
Climate Champions. An initiative
of Youth & News Media Prize, the
project showcases noteworthy
stories by teenage reporters from
around the world focusing on
what their cohorts and other
adults have been doing to save
the planet. Presenting the story
‘Conserving the elixir of life’ by
GT reporter, Ananta Taneja

Last year, The Global Times took
part in the project that showcased
stories by teenage reporters from
around the world about what their
cohorts were doing to help during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

To know more about the The World
Teenage Reporting Project visit -
https://www.globalyouthandnews
mediaprize.net/

hat started as a life hack has
s ’s / now achieved national recog-
nition! We are talking about
Preservoir, an initiative started by
Avishi Sahoo in 2019 to save water,
that has won the Pramerica Spirit of
Community Award this year. Avishi is
a student of Class XII at Amity Inter-
national School, Noida, who launched
Preservoir with an aim to reduce water

wastage across households and communities
in India. The initiative focuses on the core of
household water usage: Reverse Osmosis (RO)
water purifier by re-purposing the wastewater from
these systems.

The inspiration came when Avishi noticed that dur-
ing purification, the RO water filter in her house
wasted a lot of water. On her suggestion, her fam-
ily began to use the discarded water for everyday
domestic chores. A few days later, when their water
filter broke down, her family bought 20-litre Bis-
leri bottles as a temporary solution. It was when
the water filter got repaired that Avishi finally hit
on the award-winning idea. She proposed that the
empty Bisleri bottles should be used to store waste-
water from the RO system for later use. And this
is how the basic concept of Preservoir was created.
The name Preservoir is the brainchild of some of
her closest friends who have also helped her in this
initiative. “T was thinking of simple names like
‘Zero water wastage’ but my friends, who are ex-
tremely creative, came up with ‘Preservoir’, a

smart wordplay with the words ‘preserve’ and

A Step Towards Saving What Facilitates Our Existence

Ananta Taneja, a student of Class XlI at Amity International
School, Vasundhara 1, is an avid reader with a flair for writing
and experimenting with new ideas. Currently, she is the
editor-in-chief of her school newspaper, The Global Times.
She aims to make the world a better and safer place to live in,
passion she realised while serving as director of her school’s
eract Club. Aiming to increase consciousness about the

et’s alarming water crisis, she has also started the initiative
Stand’ to raise awareness about saving water at an individ-
ual and local level in her nearby surroundings.

About the Author

‘reservoir’,” says Avishi.

No success is devoid of obstacles and Avishi also
faced some challenges along the way. Using a big
bottle was difficult since taking water out of bulky
bottles usually resulted in a lot of spilling. It was
decided to attach a tap to the container for easier
access and to reduce the waste. The second chal-
lenge was convincing other households to imple-
ment this system in their kitchens as well. “The
bottles took up a lot of space and were not very
pretty to look at. But then, we got suggestions to
paint the bottles or put some pictures and stickers
to make it more eye-pleasing,” she says.

So far, this system has been installed in 22 house-
holds, one residential complex and three factories
- one in Noida and others in Dehradun — who have
all pledged to join the ‘Zero Waste Water Chal-
lenge’. These factories produce shoes, clothing and

WORLD

TEENAGE
REPORTING

PROJECT

shoe compounds. Avishi is also in talks with a few
more factories which produce toys and deal in ex-
port and import of goods. She says that it is diffi-
cult to get the exact data from all users, but many
are keeping her updated on how the system is get-
ting a great response due to the large amount of
water that is being saved. As on March 31, 2021,
she has been successful in saving more than
6,00,000 litres of water through this initiative.
Indeed, this is a great venture, especially for indus-
trial units that have very large water purification
systems. On an average, such units use 1,000 litres
of water and waste more than 2,000 litres per day.
With Preservoir, Avishi has also implemented a
similar model for commercial set ups by setting up
2,000-litre storage tanks on the rooftop to collect
wastewater from the RO plant and then connecting
the wastewater tank to toilets flushing system and
to the water reservoir for fire hydrants. This water
is later used for flushing, recharging the ground
water and even cleaning the premises. Though not
fit for drinking, it can easily be reused for other
chores without any required treatment.

Speaking about the importance of Preservoir at the
micro level, Avishi gives the example of her own
household. According to her, four people use ap-
proximately 10—12 litres of water every day for
which around 2024 litres wastewater is generated.
This wastewater is then reused in her home.
“Imagine, if one family can save so much water,

sky is the limit if more and more families join

hands to implement this project,” she says, hoping
that, in the future, she is able to convince more
people and expand this initiative to other countries
that use RO systems in their households.
Interestingly, Avishi did not expect Preservoir to
become such a big deal and also that she would go
on to win an award for the same! She smiles at the
memory of how she was quite satisfied with ap-
plying this system just in her own home. “My fam-
ily and friends convinced me to expand Preservoir
beyond my four walls. In fact, this has now given
me a new career goal. I now want to pursue sus-
tainable finance and impact investing.” She gives
the major credit for her inspiration to her family
and school. Her sister, especially, has been a role
model for her when it comes to promoting a sus-
tainable lifestyle.

Her school has also played an important role as one
of the important values always being nurtured at
Amity is to develop sensitivity towards our envi-
ronment. Avishi firmly believes that her regular
participation in Vasudha, a science project-based
event at Amity to encourage research and innova-
tion among children, has played a major role in
shaping her mindset. “T used to send e-mails about
this initiative on a regular basis to my subject
teachers and counselors and they always got back
to me with suggestions and advice for improve-
ment. I could not have done it without my school.”
She shows the same faith in the idea that even
small steps can one day achieve major goals. And
that change can happen even if one individual
comes forward to begin with. Her message for the
youth, therefore, is to start right away when it
comes to conserving our natural resources. “Let’s
not wait for the day when we regret not taking that
first step,” she signs off.
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With a whopping 7.6 million HKD paid, a parking
spot in Hong Kong’s The Center skyscraper is the
highest-priced parking space in the world.
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The best education
is to care for all

While we are experiencing
the pitter-patter of monsoons,
bringing relief to the relent-
less heat in Northern India,
what brings true comfort to
my heart is that it’s raining
awards at Amity as well. Just
as we acclimatise ourselves
to the changing weather, and
sometimes even look forward to it, our children
at Amity have also shown that they can adapt to
any change life throws at them, no matter how
difficult it may feel in the beginning.

When education went online last year, it was a
test of how our children would perceive their new
role and responsibility in this changing scenario.
I am delighted to share that Amity students have
proven again and again that nothing can stop
them from achieving both academic and artistic
excellence. One such student is Prisha Verma, of
Class IX from AIS Noida, who has won the
Lenovo SmarterEd scholarship organised by The
Hindustan Times. She is amongst the top 100
children at the national level to have won the
award. What makes this honour special is that
she has won it for her ideas on making online
classes available for under-privileged children.
What makes me even more proud is that this
award reflects Prisha’s compassionate side of
wanting to make education available for all. A
young person, who wishes to share the gift of
learning and cares enough to try and make it ac-
cessible to all, is a ray of hope for the society, the
nation and the world. At Amity, we constantly
strive to nurture our children as socially-aware,
compassionate global citizens who understand
the importance of inclusive growth. I am glad
Amitians have imbibed this thought in their
being. Such an achievement tells us that we are
on the right path. Gl

Wonderful
wordsmiths

This edition is truly special
as it carries impressions
scripted in ink by the young
authors of Amity who have
a flair and passion for writ-
ing. They are now being reg-
ularly featured in GT’s new
series titled ‘GT Author’s
Desk’. Their contribution is
even more valuable because their creativity
took wings when the rest of the world was brac-
ing under the impact of multiple lockdowns.
These wordsmiths have impressed us with their
deep and insightful thoughts which are reflected
in each and every word of their authorship.
Moreover, the writing itself is diverse and imag-
inative, ranging from being hilariously comical
to evocatively poetic. For those who thought
that the pandemic has pushed learning back by
two years, these books are an appropriate re-
sponse which proves that intuitive learning
never ends.

Also, writing a book takes more than just good
writing skills and a command over vocabulary.
It requires one to be artistic and original at the
same time. It pushes one to observe the world
more intimately, ask questions and seek an-
swers. In fact, writing is a life-long pursuit that
enriches not just the mind but also the intellect
of an individual. Writing also needs discipline
and dedication. Hence, this achievement of hav-
ing published material at such a young age
speaks volumes about their hard work and per-
severance. No wonder then, these talented chil-
dren are already an inspiration for other aspiring
writers. I am convinced that these books are just
the first steps our gifted authors have taken in
the world of literature. There is so much more
to come from their bouquet of creativity! GHi

Dr Amita Chauhan
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Managing Editor
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A SMART move

If Technology Is The Way Forward, Then Use It The Right Way

Dhruv Jain & Aman Thukral
AIS Noida, Alumni

hey say, ‘where there is a will, there is always
I away.” But if you are ‘smart’ enough, the way
itself finds its way to you. This is what the
founder and CEO of Ajeevi Technologies Pvt Ltd,
Vishal Gupta, believes. His imagination of
a ‘smart’ city has led to many initiatives that have
helped India reach its stage as a developed
nation. And this very imagination inspired the young
GT reporters to indulge in a ‘smart’ conservation with
this maverick at Confluence 2019 held at AUUP.

S - Simple yet effective solutions
The concept of smart city might sound a complex
term to understand. However, it is all about making
our lives hassle-free using simple ways. The
word ‘Ajeevi’ translates as ‘long life’ and this is what
our organisation endeavours to do. We try our best to
build smart cities that are also sustainable. A smart
city is that which makes the life of its citizens easier
and we, at Ajeevi, are striving to achieve it
one ‘click’ at a time.

M - Maintaining the balance

There are several factors and necessities which come
into play when we talk about living in the urban
city. For instance, when you wake up in the morning,
the first thing that you need is water. We just make
sure that the water is available and we use technology
and innovation to do that. Even if it is available, it
should be pure and consumable, and we consider
ourselves  responsible to take care of
that. Therefore, at Ajeevi, we deliberate on the basic
needs that are necessary to run daily routines and
work on improving the quality and availability of
each of them.

A - Adoption of technology

Although we have come a long way in terms of tech-

nology, people are still sceptical about relying on it.
And this is a major obstacle that comes in our path
of building a smart city. Many people have the im-
pression that technology is not the road to develop-
ment but destruction. Only if they realise that it helps
curb a lot of problems, including water scarcity and
waste management, which are some of the major
problems today. Ajeevi helps tackle these issues with
a smart approach, i.e., with IoT, mobile and web ap-
plications. It is with the adequate contribution of
manual efforts and technology that we can come up
with apt formulas.

R - Revolutionary ideas
With our services like e-governance, bus and ambu-
lance tracking, water and waste management, etc.,
we also try to promote the mission of ‘Go Green
Planet’. These services aim to conserve the natural
resources for the coming generations. Simultane-

Vishal Gupta, CEO, Ajeevi Technologies Pvt Ltd, interacts with GT reporters

ously, I think automation is the key to the future. If
we take the simple matter of ensuring the availabil-
ity of parts of your vehicle, human error at the store
is highly plausible. If we automate the store, which
in turn allows us to know the status
of availability among many other things, the effi-
ciency increases manifold.

T - Taking the onus

Everyone is concerned about the current environ-
mental conditions, and conveniently pin the blame
on the government. However, we do not realise that
we are the foundation of that very government. If
every person takes care of small things like switching
off electrical equipment, closing the taps when not
required, then half of our problems will be
solved. Every single drop counts. The analogy here
is that every citizen is the single drop, and each effort
counts. So, do your bit to build a smart world. Gl

A brave new world

To Care Or Not To Care, That Is The Question

Sanah Munjal
AIS Gur 46, Alumna

Thoughtful Opinion

e live in a new world,
a world where social
media reigns

supreme and we find ourselves
chasing dreams and aspirations
the world of the internet taught
us to follow, even if they weren’t
our first preference. If a lifestyle
blogger has it, then we must

have it too, even if we weren’t in-
terested in it before. If a
celebrity says we must live a cer-
tain way, then we must, without
a question! We live our lives in
the perpetual effort to
fit into someone’s else idea of
perfect, and when we care too
much about this ‘perfect’, it
ends up taking a toll on us. A
brave new world indeed!

But what stands to be the alter-
native? Not caring is not the key
to success either. If you don’t
care, then it reflects poorly of

your commitments. If you do not
care about what happens in the
society, then how will you make
it better? How will the new wave
of change come? How will the
world go on? Not caring may
seem like a hip and cool idea, es-
pecially portrayed on TV
screens and our mobile
phones, but in reality,

not caring will never

be an answer. It just

leads to a point

where instead of

being productive,

we end up being a

complete nuisance.

What must be done

to truly create a

brave new world is to

find the true balance
between the defiant act

of not caring and the subtle

art of caring. The real cardinal
rule for the new world states
that struggles must be picked. In
an environment where an abun-
dance of issues exist, we must re-

alise which fights are worth

fighting, which issues are worth

following, and which trends we

should definitely do away with.

So, let’s find the perfect amalga-

mation of caring and not caring

to create a brave new world,
shall we?

Issue: Page 3, July 12, 2021

Dear Editor,
This is in reference to the article
‘It’s tough at the TOP’ on page 3 of
the GT edition dated July 12, 2021.
The article sheds an entirely new
light on the lives of students, and
how even the sharpest of them can
sometimes succumb to peer
pressure. Through it, the readers
not only gain an insight on the
thoughts and feelings of a student,
but also the unrealistic expectations
our society has established for
them. Just like the surface of a rock
is not entirely smooth and has
jagged edges, even the most
‘perfect’ people have their
imperfections. I would like to thank
GT for helping us realise that our
identity is so much more than what
our class rank or percentage is. It’s
our passion, our hard work, and
most importantly, our happiness
that makes us who we are!

Endri Agrawal, AIS Saket, X C



The Dream Jet ‘BBJ 787 with a price tag of 300
B million USD, is the most valuable private jet in
the world. It has private dining areas, master

'f bedroom, bathrooms, etc. REtrnsnaﬂtlun
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Senior

Valued at 71.2 million USD, The Pink Star,
an oval-shaped diamond with 59.6 carats, is
the most expensive jewel sold in an auction.
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The will power

4

Prisha Gangwar
AIS Noida, X

ustin was a curious teenager
with a zealous inclination to

learn new things. However,

there were many hindrances im-
peding his inquisitive nature. His
life was abundant with hardships,
and his parents were fighting each
day to make ends meet. To make
things worse, Justin was partially
blind. He could overcome this im-
pairment after some rounds of
surgeries, but it was a farfetched
dream as such expensive surger-
ies could hardly be afforded by
his family. However, even though
Justin’s sight was challenged, his
inner vision was invincible.

One day while lying on his bed,
Justin, who was figuring out the
objects in his surroundings with
his partial sight, thought, “So,
what if my parents can’t afford
my eye treatment? [ will study

hard, get a good job and pay for
my treatment myself!” Truly ec-
static about this newly formed
idea in his mind, Justin went to
sleep peacefully.

The very next morning, Justin
gathered all his courage, walked
up to his father and said, “Dad, I
was wondering if I could enrol
myself in the nearby school. I
know it would be difficult for you
and mom, but I will work hard to
make it worthy of all your strug-
gles, I promise.” The next thing
Justin knew was that he would
begin his classes from the follow-
ing week. Justin was elated yet
grateful to know that his parents
were doing everything so that he
could pursue his dreams. “I will
make them proud one day,” he
said to himself.

School wasn’t as easy as what
Justin thought it to be, especially
the first day. He had difficulty ac-
climatising himself to the new

scenario because there was no

one to empathise with his trouble
with sight. In the evening, looking
at a despaired Justin, his father
consoled him, “It was just your
first day, my child. Give it some-
time; things will get better.” With
much hope, Justin geared himself
for the next day of school, and
wished that his teachers and class-
mates were supportive and sensi-
tive towards his situation. The
school did not have proper
arrangements to cater to partially
blind students; besides, he was
being bullied, too.

Despite the adversities, Justin
continued to attend the school
and went to public libraries post
school hours to read books avail-
able in Braille. He made it a
point to read as much as possi-
ble, no matter what the genre
was. He read encyclopaedias,
novels, research papers, what-
ever he could get his hands on. In

Truly ecstatic about
this newly formed
idea in his mind,
Justin went to sleep

peacefully. I
fact, at times he would surprise
his teacher by explaining the
concepts he wasn’t even taught
earlier! Soon, Justin became a
class-favourite, with his mates
and teachers supporting him.
Eventually, Justin won several
awards and made himself worthy
of full scholarship from the au-
thorities. As years passed, he
made it through school and even
graduated from college with fly-
ing colours. His determination
and hard work got him a great
job, much better than he had ex-
pected. After getting his eye sur-
gery done, he ushered in a new
life for his parents and himself,
each of them content that their
perseverance had paid off.
Nonetheless, there was one thing
that Justin had yet to accomplish.
Although he could now see
clearly, his mind was stuck at the
situation faced by people who
were still struggling for inclusiv-
ity with their impaired visions.
Working toward the same, in a
few years, he built a school for
people struggling with vision. He
ensured that nobody went
through what he did back in his
time. This is when his hard work
did indeed pay off! Looking at
the newly constructed school
building, Justin gave out a sigh,
thinking, “Where there is a will,
there is a way!” ¢l

Koena Malhotra, AIS Pushp Vihar, VIII

Koena Malhotra

B White sheet
M Scissors

M Pencil

M Eraser

M Take a plain white sheet and
from it, cut out a rectangle of
dimensions about 30cm long
and 7cm wide.

M Press fold this rectangular
cut-out in half.

B Now, draw the outline of a
flower and a butterfly on it as
shown in the picture.

H Cut out the outline of the
butterfly, but don’t detach it
from the sheet entirely.

M Now that you have a rough
idea of the shape, replicate the
same sketch on the other side.

B Open the fold to find a mir-
ror image of the butterfly and

Material required

W Ruler
W Water colours
M Paint brushes

Instructions

the flower.

m Using water colours, paint
the shapes in the colours of
your choice. Here, blue has
been used for the edges of the
bookmark; blue, black, green
and grey for the butterfly; and
yellow, orange and green for
the flower.

B Once dry, flip the bookmark
and paint the wings of the but-
terfly visible on this side. Let
the paint dry.

B Your bookmark is ready!
Use it to keep a track of your
progress as you read your
favourite book next!

WOk
The song of universe
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BRUSH 'n’ EASEL

Kuhu Saha, AIS MV, XII G

In this grand scheme of God’s art
Earth is nothing but a tiny part

We experience days, nights and noon
Even have our own beautiful moon

Mars is only a step away

Venus is closer to sun’s rays

Hot Mercury makes us swoon
Revolving this planet, is no moon

Uranus is a big ball of gas
Neptune still has ice to amass

Not even a planet, is the poor Pluto
This isn’t anything new though

This is our great solar system

One of the houses in universe
Each day, it is known to expand
All but thanks to the Big Bang! Gl

Prisha Prasad, AIS Gur 43, X B

Anywhere you see is a new beginning
There’s Jupiter, as strong as a king
Look at Saturn dancing with its ring

Our universe is full of weird things

A shattered place

Tavishi Duggal
AIS Saket, Alumna

Keep on dreaming to elope

God painted a pretty landscape
Who dropped black ink over it?
Redemption is an illusion

We’ll pay for crimes we commit

The clouds are weeping again
Howling winds are piercing my ears
[ try to shelve my despair

As my heart drowns in tears

The world is now a terrible place
We shouldn’t take long to realise
Hide away in our shells if afraid
Or make a big change if wise. Gl

‘What have we settled for?
Hatred burns the Elysian hope
While the fire in our hearts dies




It’s expensive!

Leonardo da Vinci’s ‘Codex Hammer’ is
the most expensive illustrated

manuscript sold in the world, bought
by Bill Gates for over 30 million USD.
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A strange birthday

SCHOOL

Kashvi Dev Kashyap, AIS Gur 46, VII

s Florence sat on her desk in the
classroom, she noticed a storm brew-
ing outside. “Great! Now it is going

to rain,” she mumbled to herself, irritated. Just
as she had predicted, a moment later, the
downpour started outside. Florence groaned,
and for the rest of the school day, she kept
hoping for the rain to be done with by the time
it was her turn to walk back home. But when
the last bell of the day rang, signaling that stu-
dents were now free to go back home, the rain
had not stopped. The students rushed outside,
eager to get drenched in the rain, but Florence
stuck to standing in a corner, wondering what
to do. She absolutely hated rain and getting
drenched in it was not something she was
looking forward to.

“It is raining cats and dogs, and I don’t even
have an umbrella. How will I go back home

Illustration: Ravindr Gusain, GT Net
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now?” she cried to herself. “Why don’t you
join me?”’ came a voice from behind her. Flo-
rence turned to look at Tessa, one of her class-
mates. Florence had never really talked to her
much before, but she had always caught her
attention. Her behaviour always felt weird to
the rest of the students, but Florence always
liked her, even when they had not interacted
much before.

“I have an umbrella and I am sure it can keep
both of us safe,” Tessa said. Together they
walked to Florence’s home, and even though
the rain was getting worse, not a single drop
ever landed on Florence and her dress.
“Wow! Your umbrella really must be some-
thing. I did not get drenched at all. Even my
brand new dress is fine, thank God for that!
My mom got this dress for me yesterday be-
cause today is my birthday, you know!” Flo-
rence said. “Yes, [ know! You just turned 15,
right? And today has been going very weirdly

The students rushed outside,
eager to get drenched in the
rain, but Florence stuck to
standing in a corner,
wondering what to do.

for you?” Tessa replied. Florence was a little
taken aback. Yes, everything today had been
a little off for her - her mother, as soon as she
saw her in the morning, had started crying
about how she would miss her even though
Florence was not going anywhere. The rain,
too, was out of season today and it definitely
irritated her more than it usually did. Even her
hands had been burning and itching a little all
day and she could not figure out why.
“Ho-how do y-you know?” Florence asked. “I
know it, because I have been waiting for this
day to come for a while now, for you to turn
15, so I and your parents could tell you the
truth about who you are! You are a witch, Flo-
rence,” Tessa replied. Florence gasped, and
quickly ran to her house to talk to her parents,
but when she reached home, she saw her
mother standing in the living room with a suit-
case full of Florence’s stuff.

“It’s time for you to know your real self,” her
mother smiled. Florence looked back at Tessa
standing behind her, and realised that both of
them were right. She had always felt like an
outsider in her life, so maybe she really was
someone else. Nodding to Tessa, she followed
her to the new world, ready for the adventure
that started on her 15th birthday. Gl

So, what did you learn today?
A new word: Downpour
Meaning: A heavy fall of rain

Beloved grandpa

Avika Agarwal
AIS Vasundhara 6, VI

My beloved grandfather he was
Always held my hand, broke my fall

He always made me smile
And told me stories every night

He guarded me against anything bad
He made sure that I was never sad

He was a great teacher, my grandpa
I wished that he would never go afar

A loving, caring and witty person
My grandpa was a man of great reason

He gave me wings and let my fly
Now I am here without him in my life

I do miss him every minute of the clock
I keep wondering where he has gone

Riddle
fiddle

Akshra Rana
AIS Gurugram 43, VII

1.1 start with an E and end
with an E. I have various
countries inside me. What
am [?

2.1 build bridges of silver and
crowns of gold. Who am 1?

3.1 am an odd number but re-
move one letter and I be-
come even. What number
am [?

4. T have hands and I can move
them, but I can’t clap. What
am [?

5. A one-seeded fruit I may be,
but all the calendars are full
of me. What am [?
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He now enjoys in the company of God
My beloved grandpa, I love you a lot! GIll

Aarna Malasi

Aarna Malasi, AIS Mayur Vihar, IV

BOTEO DISCUILS.....eeveevieiieiieiieiecieeie e 2 packets
BButter (Melted).......coovvieiieieiieieeeeeee e 1/3 cup
BChocolate Bar..........ccueiriiiiieiieeeeteeee e 340 gm
BAMUL CTEAM.......eoiiiiiiiiiiecteeeeee e 1 cup

B [n a bowl, take Oreo biscuits and break them into small pieces
with the help of a rolling pin.

B Once done, transfer the crushed biscuits in a mixer jar. Grind
them into fine powder.

B Transfer the fine powder in another bowl and now add melted
butter to it. Combine the mixture well.

B Put the mixture in a tart pan. Spread it to fit the entirety of the
pan and ensure a smooth texture on the top. Refrigerate it for
30 minutes.

B Now, break chocolate bar into pieces and melt it in a heatproof
pan on medium flame. Set aside.

B In a small saucepan, bring the heavy cream and butter to a low
boil on medium flame. Remove from the flame and pour it over
the melted chocolate.

B Using a spatula, stir the mix well until smooth with no lumps.

B Now take out the chilled tart pan from the refrigerator and pour
the filling over it evenly.

B Again, refrigerate it for at least 4 hours or leave it overnight.

B When done, unmould the chocolate tart from the pan and place
it on a serving dish.

B Your chocolate tart is ready! Treat your patience with this easy
yummy dish!

PAINTING CORNER

Sachi Pandey
AIS Vas 6, VIII
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Quarantine Special

Let us all pray!

Riddhima Sharma
AIS Vas 6, VI D

The ocean we drown in
Is made up of our tears
The fire we are burning in
Is made up of all our fears

Melancholy is everywhere
Gloomy is the atmosphere
We are all losing patience
Is the end here and near?

Wake up from your slumber
This, too, shall pass away

Let Almighty be the charioteer
And keep misery at bay! Gl

Ojasvi Singh, AIS VYC, X A

The shelter is all warm and nice
To stay at home is only much wise
Though I can’t be in for so long
But going out will only be wrong

Spending these days in anticipation
Till when, there is no explanation
Exploring the world virtually

Be it through smartphone or the TV

Be it north, east, west and south

For now, there is simply no way out

But I wake and hear the bird’s chirp

The only good thing in this massive curb

Wash your hands a hundred times a day
This is the time to keep COVID at bay
This maybe a sign to be considerate

So, let us all pray and not go astray. Gl

The Almighty

UAE businessman Saeed Khouri
bought the most lavish license plate
ever sold for 14.2 million USD which

consists of a single digit ‘1’.

19AISUAdXd S 31

In December

2020, UK

became the first
nation to give a

nod to the

Pfizer vaccine.

Beating the blue

Art Is Certainly The Only Way To Do It

Roshni Debaja
AIS Noida, X B

t’s been more than a year

since the virus and as an in-

evitable result, the lockdown
dawned on us. A species that
used to thrive in socialisation,
was now forced to survive in iso-
lation; and all of us experienced
the feeling of nothingness, al-
most giving up on everything
that made us feel good. True, at
first, it seemed temporary, but
these fleeting moments soon be-
came the reality, and here we are,
ushering in a new normal.
Now, while we all must have
thought that there is nothing to

do, it was indeed a challenge for
us to overcome in our own ways.
Without many choices at hand, it
was a tad frustrating and tortur-
ous at first, but it wasn’t long be-
fore each one of us discovered a
new potential, a new desire, or
maybe a new talent. I did, too!
Although at a point like this, the
willingness to do something pro-
ductive also goes away, but it
was at this very point that art
came to my rescue. Personally
speaking, sometimes just doo-
dling or picking up the brush to
paint your emotions is the most
refreshing thing.

[ truly believe in the power of art
as it stimulates an individual’s

thoughts, emotions, or ideas
through the senses. You may not
realise it but sometimes sitting
by the window and painting in
bright daylight with some music
in the background might turn out
to be the best experience in times
like these. It does not have to be
perfect, it just needs to be some-
thing that you love to do! Now,
everyone has their own defini-
tion of art. For me, it is doodling
and painting, for you it might be
cooking, dancing or even
singing; but whatever it is, it will
give you a reason to get through
each day with a lot more strength
and meaning.

So, let your art define you! GHl
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The 1933 Double Eagle, a 20 dollar
USD gold coin is the most
extravagant coin in the world which
was sold for over 7 million USD.

Indo-Finnish exchange

An Intercultural Programme To Strengthen Diversity

AERC

he first ever six month
long intercultural ex-
change programme be-

tween Amity Group of Schools,
India and Schildt High School,
Finland culminated with a virtual
Indo-Finnish meet held on May
26, 2021. The exchange pro-
gramme, held from December
16,2020 -May 26, 2021, was or-
ganised to enhance the knowl-
edge of students regarding
Parliamentary systems of India
and Finland. A total of 15 stu-
dents from Amity Group of
Schools and 14 students from
Schildt High School, Finland,
participated in five virtual Indo -
Finnish meets.

Envisioned by Dr (Mrs) Amita
Chauhan, Chairperson, Amity
Group of Schools and RBEEF, as
a platform to enrich global cul-
tural awareness, the programme
was facilitated by Amity Educa-
tional Resource Centre (AERC).
The first virtual meet com-
menced on December 16, 2020

Devesh Kumar interact with a Finnish student

with a virtual introduction of stu-
dents from both the schools.
Mentors of Schildt High School,
Lea Savon and Kaisu Ikaheimo,
heartily welcomed Amitians with
a video presentation on the beau-
tiful summertime midnight in
Finland. Following which stu-
dents of both the schools inter-
acted with each other about their
life, study and school, etc.

The second virtual meet took
place on January 27, 2021
wherein students from both the
schools interacted about their
families, cultures, traditions,
hobbies, etc. Amitians show-
cased many videos on various
topics like Indian traditional
dance forms, pets, family, music
and art, Bollywood, etc. They
also showcased videos of their
music and dance performances.
On the other hand, Finnish stu-
dents showcased videos of their
homes, wherein their mentors
also mapped their houses. A
gripping Q&A round was also
held where the Amitians learnt
their lifestyle,

more about

dreams, culture, customs, tradi-
tions and family.

On February 24, 2021, the third
meet happened where the stu-

their
school life and celebrations in
India and Finland. They shared
the curriculum, exam pattern,
structure of school days and hol-
idays, assessments, assignments,
awards and recognitions, etc. A
video based on events and hap-
penings at Amity as well as
awards and accolades won by
Amitians was also showcased to
highlight life at Amity.

The fourth meet was held on
April 19, 2021, to get an insight
into Finnish Parliamentary sys-
tem to the students. It was graced
by Joonas Kontté, Finnish Mem-
ber of Parliament and city coun-
cillor of Jyviaskyldis, and
Member of European Parlia-
ment, Henna Maria Virkunen.
During the meet, the parliamen-
tarians apprised students on the
electoral procedure and parlia-
mentary system of Finland. Stu-
dents of Amity also asked about

dents discussed about

Finnish students present a dance performance

policies, procedures, laws, etc.,
in Finland during an interactive
Q & A session with both the par-
liamentarians.

The fifth and the culminating
meet based on Indian Parliamen-
tary system was held on May 26,
2021. The meet was graced by
Member of Bihar Legislative
Council, Devesh Kumar, an ac-
claimed politician and journalist
as the chief guest. In his address
to the students, he highlighted
cultural and political similarities
between India and Finland while
focussing on their rich diversi-
ties. During the Q&A session, he
answered the queries of Finnish
students about his life as a jour-
nalist and his political career,
and also apprised them about In-
dian Parliamentary system and
the electoral process.

The exchange programme gave
Amitians an opportunity to un-
derstand the functioning of
schools as well as life of students

in Finland. It also enriched their
knowledge about the culture and
lifestyle of Finnish citizens.Gll
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Students express their opinions on telecommunication

GCommunicating lines

Role Of Telecommunication

AIS Vasundhara 6

tudents of Class V D ob-
S served World Telecommu-

nication Day through
online class assembly held on
July 7,2021. Aimed at enhancing
awareness about the impact of
telecommunications in life, stu-
dents were apprised about the
role of telecommunication in 21st
century digital world. They sang
a song and organised a quiz based

on the importance and evolution
of telecommunication. As they
marveled about the benefits of
telecommunications, they also
pondered upon the negative ef-
fects of excessive use of gadgets.
To mitigate the same, they took a
pledge to check their use of gadg-
ets. The assembly concluded with
words of appreciation from par-
ents, encouragement and wisdom
words by school principal Sunila
Athley.cl

TED session
All About Studying Abroad

AIS Mayur Vihar

virtual session on ‘Pur-
suing education abroad
- challenges and solu-

tions’ was held for Class IX-XII
on May 21, 2021, by TED Club
and Crossfire, the debating soci-
ety of school. Aditi Sinha,
alumna from AIS MV, currently
pursuing BS (Managerial Eco-
nomics Major and Technology
Management Minor) at Univer-
sity of California, Davis, presided
over as the resource person for
the session. During the interac-
tion, she shed light on the signif-
icant aspects like admission
process in the universities abroad,
skills young students should cul-
tivate, how to build and write an
impressive resume, how to draft
application, etc. She also shared
her experiences at school and
University of California, chal-
lenges she faced and how she
overcame those. She emphasised

0. ¢
Aditi Sinha, Alumna, AIS MV
upon the importance of hard
work, gaining diverse skill sets
and maintaining strong network.
The presentation was followed by
an interactive Q&A session,
where she answered all the
queries posed by the students.
The session primed students for
world that awaits them, as they
fly to pursue new vistas in life.Gll
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School Lounge

Chairperson addresses educators during the training

A Virtual Training Session

HR and Training

virtual training pro-
gramme on Design
Thinking was con-

ducted for middle school edu-
cators of Amity Group of
Schools from June 1-7, 2021.
The programme, organised
under the leadership of
Dr (Mrs) Amita Chauhan,
Chairperson, Amity Group of
Schools and RBEF, aimed at
enriching the educators’ under-
standing of Design Thinking
and its application in classroom
and education. Facilitated by
Ramprakash K, director, Qata-
pultt Learning Solutions, the
sessions were attended by 40
middle school educators from
different branches of Amity
Group of Schools. During the
seven-day session, educators
were divided into eight groups
comprising five members in
each group, to understand vari-
ous phases of Design Thinking
Cycle. The sessions were a mix
of group discussions and activ-
ities, where the educators learnt
to identify the problems and
apply design thinking process
to reach most promising solu-

Educators learn the nuances of Design hnking

tions for the same. The pro-
gramme concluded with pre-
sentations by all the eight
groups on their chosen prob-
lems and their solutions based
on design thinking. During the
presentation, a couple of prob-
lem statements such as how to
nurture both teachers and stu-
dents as reflective practitioners
and how to ensure mental well-
being of teachers and students
for happy learning were shared.
The presentations were evalu-
ated by an esteemed jury com-
prising school principals from
all the branches of Amity
Group of Schools. The conclud-
ing session was graced by
Chairperson, who in her ad-
dress urged the educators to
adopt design thinking technique
in an interactive and creative
manner to solve the problems
both in classrooms and life.

About Design Thinking
Design Thinking is a creative
problem-solving technique that
is based on prioritising one s
need. It is a human centric con-
cept, which involves all stake-
holders at various steps of
problem solving.

AIS Noida

Avni Jain, AIS Noida, X A

risha Verma of Class IX
won the Lenovo
SmarterEd scholarship or-

ganised by Hindustan Times as
per the results announced on June
25,2021. She is one amongst the
top 100 students all over India to
have won the prestigious reward
for her impressive essay on her
thoughts about online classes.
Along with scholarship, Prisha
also won a Lenovo laptop as re-
ward. The competition saw reg-
istration from a total of 61,270
students from 1375 schools all
over India, out of which only 100
were selected for the reward after

an online exam and an interview.
The interview round, conducted
by Sunita Aron, Senior Editor,
Hindustan Times, comprised

thought
based on the essay written by Pr-

provoking questions

isha, along with social topics
such as dealing with orphaned
children, how to provide online
education to less privileged chil-
dren, etc. Prisha marveled the
jury with her answers. ¢l
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THE GLOBAL TIMES | MONDAY, JULY 19, 2021

Valued at 1.2 billion USD, Antilia by Mukesh Ambani
1s the world’s most valuable private residence.

All top quotes contributed by
Shaurya Arora, AIS Vas 6, VIL A

j9A1suadxa s 1

Young Prodigies of Amity Showcase Their Authorial

Vedi Jain, AIS Vasundhara 1, XI C

ge is no barrier when it comes to authoring a
Abook, but it certainly makes the feat momen-

tous, especially when you are just a ten-year-
old like Samarth Tyagi, a sixth grader from Amity
International School, Vas 1. With his debut novel,
Loyle Cupcott and the Dragon’s Myth, not only has
Samarth ushered into the world of words, but he has
also *drumrolls* proven his mettle as an author who’s
here to stay. When wordsmanship is so
immanent in an individual, to the

level where it’s hard to differ-
entiate the artist from his art,
one cannot help but stop,
stare and appreciate in awe.
That’s exactly what we did.
Here take a look!

The inception

During the lockdown, when the

lives of students everywhere turned

upside down, Samarth continued his habit of reading.
With the likes of JK Rowling, Ruskin Bond, etc., being
his absolute favourites, he couldn’t help but be capti-
vated by the fantastical world of words, and that’s
where his inspiration to write comes from. “Time
played a huge hindrance though. It was difficult to
manage the whole writing process along with the
homework and other school work,” says Samarth,
highlighting how being a child author isn’t a piece of
cake for it not only requires dedication and sincerity
towards the art, but also commands great time manag-
ing skills and an effective plan of action.

The development

“When I told my parents about my wish to write a
book of my own, they were amazed. They were very
supportive throughout the process, waiting eagerly to
see the finished project,” explains the young writer

Title: Loyle Cupcott 7 Al
and the Dragon’s Myth ({7~ 9 3 the
Author: Samarth Tyagi '

Price: 139 INR

Available on: Notion

Press and Amazon

A writer’

when asked about his parents’ initial thoughts. Despite
the pandemic, “I was in constant touch with my class
teacher, Mitali Saxena, as she guided my creative in-
stincts and pro-
vided me a clear
picture of things re-
lated to the art of
fiction writing,” he
adds, appreciating
role Amity
played in trans-
forming his interest
in fiction into a full-
fledged
prospect. He also
took the opportu-
nity to thank his
dad’s colleague for
proof reading and
editing his work, to make it worth publishing.

career

The outcome

“It took me around four to five months to complete the
book,” says Samarth, whose first fictional venture has
now sold over hundred copies globally. Published
under the Notion Press Publication, his book revolves
around three friends and their adventures on an island
as they solve several mysteries and defeat their ene-
mies together. The book also includes illustrations de-
signed by Samarth himself. On being asked about the
interesting title next, Samarth responds, “It is a play on
words. I jumbled the word ‘loyal’ into ‘loyle’; Cupcott
is my friend’s surname, I just changed its spelling a bit;
and Dragon is basically the main villain.” To under-
stand what the name collectively implies, go grab your

S Sc

copies of the book right

The way forward
Already up for writing 4
“T eagerly want to work ¢
in the series and have a
currently restricted by
school. Once I get a litt
writing process that ve
his long-term career goj
nantly divided betwee
and sports, Samarth is a
ested in cosmology, the {
space, an interest he §
after watching the movi
terstellar. Guess we
have to wait and watc
what lies in store for ou
talented writing prodigy

The final words

For all those who desire
be successful, Sama;
shares his own experie
to suggest that “one
never give up on
dreams”; to those who
pursue writing as a hob
reer option, he reco
reading as a daily exercig
he puts it, “every book
new world to explore”

nally, for those dealing with
writer’s block, he proposes tak-

GT Author's Desk

ing it all one day at a time. Gl

Shikhar Srivastava, AIS Gurugram 46, XI B

strive to find that one passion that helps us elude to a space of

our own, one that lets us be ourselves, that we love to do more
than anything. While we all are fervent about something or the
other, for Ananya Agarwal, AIS Gur 46, VI D, this passion is
writing, which enables her to not only transcend to another realm,
but indeed create one of her own. As an ardent architect of won-
derful stories, this young author has got her first story ‘Fame’ pub-
lished at the tender age of nine. Without further ado, let’s hear the
epic story of the amazing story-writer that Ananya is!

In a world dominated by a great deal of conundrums, we all

An author’s epic tale

The prologue

Ananya Agarwal got into literature so early on that she does not
even remember the first book she ever read. Simultaneously began
her penchant for writing which serves as a medium of recreation
for the brilliant writer. Her favourite genre is fantasy, as it allows
her to visit and experience fantastical realms. Apart from this, she
loves the works of Rick Riordan, attributing to his graceful accom-
modation of diversity. Heavily inspired by a quote from one of Ri-
ordan’s protagonists, Annabeth Chase, “Even

strength has to bow to wisdom sometimes...”

Ananya understood how words, when woven

with wisdom, can be powerful enough to change

the world. “T wanted something to look back to,

something which I had made and which I can be

proud of,” she says. For her, the hardest part

about writing is the forethought it requires. She

has to deliberate for weeks in advance, however,

it is a challenge that she loves to take on!

Act I: The commencement
The young author conceived
the idea for her book when a

Title: Pastel Sky
Story: Fame
Author: Ananya Agarwal
Price: 399 INR
Available on: Amazon

teacher introduced to her
the ‘“Write pro-
gramme  launched Dby
Scholastic India. An initia-
tive that helps budding writ-
ers to explore their creative flair

by empowering them to write short

stories of their own, Ananya instantly  signed up owing to
her love for writing. During the programme, she learnt a lot about
the subtleties that go into writing. Hence, this process provided a
great platform for Ananya to execute her imagination. “The writing
process and discipline was monitored constantly throughout the
entire course,” recounts the author.

Now’

Act II: The conflict

“Writing is a tremendous challenge in itself,” is what Ananya be-
lieves. During her Write Now stint, she composed an author profile
and this was followed by a plotline that she wrote with great detail,

somewhat inspired by the Harry Potter books. The little girl has
always wanted to write a book which delves into real world topics
and issues, to be precise- betrayal. Howsoever certain she was
about the theme of her book, Ananya was faced with the dilemma
of coming up with an idea that will highly resonate with the
masses, which, she feels, was the trickiest part of the process. She
remembers the point where she became conscious that weaving a
story was not a piece of cake. “Before the programme, I made stuff
up as I went along, but I realised that
wouldn’t work here. My work had to be
well-thought of and different,” sums up
Ananya.

Act III: The confrontation
After overcoming the challenges that
came her way while realising her story
idea, Ananya proceeded to write an en-
tire book in record time under her in-
structors’ supervision. She deliberated
even the smallest details of her book
and a plot that would entice the readers.
Subsequently, she went on to complete
her first ever story which was then pub-
lished by Scholastic in Pastel Sky, an
anthology of brilliant stories penned by
story-tellers like Ananya, entailing all
the hard work and ingenuity that she
had channelised towards her work.
However, she owes this chance to her
teachers who always encouraged her writing and nudged her to
participate in the platform.

The epilogue

That said, the young accomplished author also believes, “This feat
wouldn’t have been attainable if it weren’t for my parents and
teachers who always fostered my flair for writing and encouraged
me to overstep the boundaries and publicise the work.” Ananya’s
remarkable achievement, thus, stands true to the saying that un-
hindered willpower and determination are bound to lead you to
your accomplishment! Gl
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